
 
Scottish Charity No SC004596 

 

‘The Church in the Centre’



 

The congregation of Abbotsford Parish Church, in Clydebank, would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you for taking the time to seek us out and to find out more about us. 

If, after reading our Parish Profile, you would like more information or even a look round our 

church then do please contact the Clerk to the Nominating Committee, details of whom can 

be found under Joint Profile information pages.  

                                                                                      

                    Thank you! 

  

 

 

 

 



Our Location...  
 

Clydebank stands on the north 

bank of the River Clyde in the 

west central belt of Scotland and 

is home to just under 30,000 

people. Statistical information 

regarding the town, taken at the 

2001 census, can be found at... 

Census Info. 

The City of Glasgow is approx 

15km to the east and Loch 

Lomond 20km to the west. 

Excellent road & rail links can 

reach both within 30 minutes 

and there is also a direct rail link 

to Edinburgh, taking approx. 90 

minutes.  

 

The town is well served by 23 

churches of all denominations. 

More information on these can 

be found at... 

Clydebank Churches Together 

Parish Boundary (red line) and Shopping Centre (black line) 

http://www.scrol.gov.uk/scrol/browser/profile.jsp?profile=Education&mainLevel=Locality&mainText=Clydebank&mainTextExplicitMatch=true&compLevel=CountryProfile&compArea=Scotland&compText=&compTextExplicitMatch=true
http://www.clydebankchurches.org/


 

A Brief History... 

Our church’s history goes back to the early days of Shipbuilding on the 

River Clyde. J. & G. Thompson’s Yard was relocated from Govan to the 

Barns O’ Clyde in 1871 to take advantage of the fact that larger ships 

could be launched due to its location opposite the River Cart.  

 

The new town of Clydebank soon sprung up around the yard and a 

‘Quoad Sacra’ church was established on the site circa 1875 to meet the 

initial needs of the workers.  

St James’ Parish Church was built in 1876 and we have a minute book 

from that time showing the formation of a Kirk Session.  

As a result of the re-development of Clydebank Town Centre in the early 

1970’s, St. James’ Parish Church was demolished and the congregation 

went into a union with Clydebank West Church, which was also 

demolished as part of the re-development.  

A replacement church was built and named Abbotsford in recognition of 

the Monks who once crossed the nearby River Clyde from Paisley Abbey. The new church was officially opened in 

1978 and stands alongside the recently refurbished ‘Three Queens Square’, a testimony to that proud shipbuilding 

tradition. 

Abbotsford has been well served by four ministers over the years since it was built.  Following the re-location of our 

third minister in 2011, the local Presbytery Plan came into effect and we were linked with nearby Dalmuir Barclay. 

CHURCH TOWER AS SEEN FROM THE 

FORMER JOHN BROWN SHIPYARD, NOW 

UNDER RE-DEVELOPMENT. 

http://www.visitoruk.com/Clydebank/timeline.html


Our Community Now... 

 
As stated above, Abbotsford Church is situated adjacent to ‘Three 
Queens Square’ in the middle of the town’s shopping centre. The 
Forth & Clyde Canal, forming part of the Glasgow to Loch Lomond 
Cycle Route, passes a few metres from our back door. This makes 
it ideally positioned for those visiting the Shopping Centre as well as 
for those using the path. 
 

Although the parish covers a relatively large area, the current re-
development within its boundary means that housing, at present, is 
mainly sited in the west end of the Whitecrook housing area and 
along the A814 Dumbarton / Glasgow Road corridor to Agamemnon 
Street in Dalmuir. The housing is a mix of social & private.  

The area south of the A814 Dumbarton / Glasgow Road and 
bordering the River Clyde, at one time home to the famous John 
Brown’s Shipyard, has now been cleared and is being developed.     

Although still to be confirmed, the proposal is for 1,650 homes, office 
space, shops, restaurants, bars and public space.   
The area is already home to the newly built ‘West College Scotland - 
Clydebank Campus’ which stands next to the ‘Titan Crane’ (recently 
awarded the title of 'International Historic Civil and Mechanical 
Engineering Landmark' ), the only remnant of Clydebank’s proud 
shipbuilding past where our church has its roots.  
 

Whitecrook Primary School, on Cochno Street, is a short walk from the 
church and currently benefits from the chaplaincy of Abbotsford’s minister. 

  

Church Front from Abbotsford Road 

Church from Bandstand 

in Three Queens Square 

http://www.cammylad.com/qtvr/Church%20Panorama.html
http://www.clydewaterfront.com/projects/clydebank--erskine/public-amenity/e141---south-canal-bank
http://www.clydewaterfront.com/projects/clydebank--erskine/public-amenity/e141---south-canal-bank
http://www.cycle-route.com/routes/Clydebank_to_Loch_Lomond-Cycle-Route-2113.html
http://www.cycle-route.com/routes/Clydebank_to_Loch_Lomond-Cycle-Route-2113.html


 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE VIEW 

FROM  

THE PEW... 

We are … 
Married, not married, single, separated, divorced, remarried, widowed;  

different generations of brothers, sisters, adults and children;  
all genders and sexualities, lifestyles and experiences and a few prejudices too;  
 folks who know a little about the Bible and those who know quite a bit about it;  

Sunday morning only members and those who come to everything;  
beginners on the journey of faith along with folk who have travelled quite a distance;  

people very new to the church and many who have been here longer than they remember;  
people looking for something bigger in life; 

 a mix of explorers and traditionalists;  
But most of all... 

people who want to be together: caring, accepting and loving each other. 
 



Our Church... 

                     

“A place of eternity in a throw away society” 

 

 
 

THE CONGREGATION 

We are an enthusiastic, gathered congregation with a diversity of talents, keen to be involved in all things relating to 

keeping the Spirit alive in our community in an open and welcoming way. 

At August 2013, we have 275 members & adherents on our roll. This is currently being looked at with a view to 

inviting those who have not been to church for some time to return. Thereafter, re-adjustment will take place if 

necessary. Average attendances for Sunday Worship over the past year or so, whilst in two vacancies, have been 

circa 60 - 70, with those regularly attending ranging in age from 0 to 98. 

The Clyde Waterfront, Titan Crane and new West of Scotland College 



 

Our Church has many groups, organisations and committees meeting either in the Church Halls or 

at a place of their own choosing. 

The information on the following pages is given in good faith. However, some things such as times of meetings can 

and do change. Please be aware of this, especially during the summer months (July & August) when some groups 

and organisations may stop for a well earned break.  

 

KIRK SESSION (Currently 2nd Wednesday of each month at 8:15pm except July) 

Although perhaps currently fewer in number than we would like, ours is a dedicated group of 15 working Elders (8 

women / 7 men), committed to keeping our church alive in our community. As well as district duties, most Elders are 

also appointed to one of the church groups mentioned on these pages and most also have other important jobs to 

fulfil such as Presbytery Elder, Safeguarding Officer, etc.. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL BOARD (Currently same nights as Kirk session at 7:15pm) 

Comprising of the Kirk Session plus 11 others (ten women and one man), ‘The Board’ look after the fabric and 

financial affairs of our church through the smaller teams reporting to it. ‘The Board’ also has the important function 

of welcoming worshippers to church services. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL (Sunday mornings, same time as worship) 

Aged from 0 – 12 years, a small but enthusiastic group of children and an important part of our church life. Active 

and responsive, they sing, dance, draw, colour and add sparkle to all activities under the supervision of a team of 

equally enthusiastic teachers. 

 

MIDWEEK WORSHIP (Every Wednesday at 12:15pm) 

This group has evolved over the years. Once minister led, with minimal input from those attending, it is a great wee 

group of people with diverse backgrounds who have gained in confidence to the point where they let the minister 

get on with other things as they take it in turns to lead worship. A thought, an insight, a prayer, who knows what it 

will be? It may only take 15 - 20 mins on a Wednesday lunchtime, but is much appreciated by those who 

attend. One of our church's greatest success stories! 

 
Stained Glass Window (1) - South Wall 



 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

As a gathered community, it is important for us to meet regularly and to find ways to encourage folks on the edge of the congregation to 

become more involved. Our hard working Social Committee is responsible to the Kirk Session and their remit is to organise the social 

side of the church.  Sunday lunches, bus runs, theatre trips, coffee mornings, concerts etc., are all on their agenda. 

 

ECO GROUP (Meet as and when required) 

First muted at a Kirk Session meeting back in 2004, this group were soon up and running 

(economically of course!). One of the first undertakings was to get all the light bulbs in the 

church changed to low energy. This and other changes in the way we do things, resulted in our 

first stage ‘Eco Congregation’ award covering 2006 - 2008. Further effort took us to the second 

stage award for 2009 – 2011. We are now under the guidance of the group to hopefully take us 

to our third and final stage award... but it is becoming ever more difficult!  

 

TEA BAR  

We enjoy being able to meet for a chat and a cuppa after worship.  The Tea Bar rota, with 

willing teams of three from across the congregation, enables us to do this each week. 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

Donations given by the congregation provide flowers to decorate the worship space. Following 

the service, they are distributed to the elderly, sick and bereaved by a team of volunteers. 

 

WORSHIP GROUP (Meet as and when required) 

An energetic and fun group always up for a challenge; this group comes together to assist and support the Minister where necessary 

throughout the year. The group have had input to creative communions and have led Holy Week, Harvest and Solstice Services as well 

as organising and leading our fun filled ‘Carols-Round-the-Christmas-Tree’. 

 

WEDNESDAY GROUP (Every Wednesday after Midweek Worship) 

An active and interesting group which meet following Midweek Worship; discussion over a cup of tea (with the occasional wee fish 

supper or a roll 'n' sausage), on issues arising from Sunday Worship or items in the news. A light, informal discussion group to which all 

are welcome when able to attend. 

Stained Glass Window (2) - South Wall 



 

LECTIONARY READERS 

A strong group of readers who add colour and flavour to Bible passages each week. 

 

ORGAN / ORGANISTS / PIANISTS 

The church has a Binns Pipe Organ (two manual + pedal) which can really ‘rattle the rafters’ and a piano, both of which can be utilised 

during worship. To take full advantage of this, we are extremely lucky to have a dedicated and talented group of organists to lead the 

music for worship, each bringing something different to our services and leading the congregation in learning new hymns and songs.  

 

‘BOOKENDS’  

Bookends is our book club which meets one evening each month to discuss the 

latest read over a cup of coffee. The Group challenges its members to read 

widely, but discussion is not too serious. 

 

‘CRAFT DAFT’ (Monday Evenings at 7:30pm) 

A creative group comprised of people with an artistic streak (and those who 

once thought that they couldn’t even hang a picture!), their untiring work is much 

appreciated by those entering our church. Ever-changing banners on the walls 

and a triptych in the chancel, both of which are normally themed on the church 

season, bring an extra dimension to worship. 

 

BOYS BRIGADE (Tuesday Evenings from 7:00pm) 

Abbotsford is home to 2nd Clydebank Boys Brigade which offers Anchor Boys, Junior & Company Sections.  The Company is very well 

supported by both the congregation and parents and plays an integral part in the Church Remembrance Service.  In 2013 they were 

recognised by BB HQ for increasing their numbers in the previous session.  The Company is looking to enhance the training of new 

Officers to enable more activities to be undertaken. 

 

RAINBOWS / BROWNIES (Thursday Evenings at 6:30pm) 

Abbotsford has a long association with Guiding in Clydebank and continues to host flourishing Brownie and Rainbow Units.  Both Units 

are running with maximum numbers and, with leaders now in place, our Guide unit re-launched in September 2013. 

 

Advent Communion 



LINE DANCING (Thursday Evenings at 8:00pm) 
This group of about 30 ladies meet together on Thursday evenings to dance and enjoy the benefits of gentle exercise and good 
company. No Stetsons required! 
 
MIDWEEK BADMINTON (Wednesday Mornings at 10:00am) 
A 'smashing' good morning. Badminton, always laced with a cup of tea and plenty of 
laughter. 
 
FAMILY BADMINTON (Monday Evenings at 7:15pm) 
Badminton and other sports activities enjoyed by the wider church family in an attempt to 
stay (???) fit. Tea and discussion always available when not on court. 
 
FABRIC COMMITTEE 
A group of four who look after the fabric of our church and, in conjunction with the Fabric 
Committee at Dalmuir Barclay, the linked manse. 
 
WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE FOODSTORE 
A recent initiative brought to the Session’s attention by one of our Elders and immediately 
given their full support. The congregation donates non-perishable foods on a monthly basis 
and this is then taken to a central receiving point for distribution to those in need. 
This is in addition to donations of food and clothing to Glasgow City Mission at Harvest and 
Christmas, which our congregation has now been doing for many years. 
 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 
‘Ad hoc’ teams normally set up in response to particular needs of the congregation such as 
fund raising events, which have been highly successful over the 10 years since they were 
introduced. 
 
CHURCH MAGAZINE 
Our church magazine, ‘Jigsaw’, is produced quarterly to coincide with the delivery of Communion Invitations in March, June, September 
& December. Each issue is normally 16 to 20 pages, in colour, and reports on the life of the church locally, nationally and internationally. 
The magazine is self funding through its advertising space. 
 

CHURCH WEBSITE - http://abbotsford.org.uk 
Possibly how you got to this profile and always a good way of keeping up to speed with all things Abbotsford. If you haven’t already 
done so, please check out our 360˚ virtual tour of the inside of the church which can also be accessed through the website. 

Church Frontage on Abbotsford Rd. 

http://abbotsford.org.uk/
http://www.cammylad.com/qtvr/Church%20Panorama.html


 
 

Our Church Halls & the Community... 
 
We have two hall.  The larger hall has a full size badminton 

court & stage and is used for larger gatherings and games 

etc.. 

 

The smaller ‘Activity Hall’, capable of being split into two sub-

units, is large enough to be used for smaller group activities 

and as a tea room during Church Fayres.  

 

A ‘Quiet Room’ has been created for times of reflection.  This 

is also used by the minister at times of worship and facilitates 

as a meeting room for smaller groups.  

 

Our church office can also double as a meeting room.  

The halls are in constant use throughout the week with 

regular letts to Alcoholics Anonymous & Weight Watchers, 

fundraising Coffee Afternoons for MacMillan Nurses, St 

Margaret of Scotland Hospice Fayre and Concerts in the Church by the local Male Voice Choir and District Choir. 

 

We actively encourage the nearby Whitecrook Primary School to use the church for their end of term services and we are delighted to 

host a local nursery’s nativity play each year.  As a congregation, we have also organised holiday clubs for primary school aged children 

that have always proved to be a huge success. 

 



 

 

Community Arts Project... 

Abbotsford was instrumental in setting up a Community Arts group in 

2006 following our recognition of a poverty of aspiration in Clydebank as 

a result of the long term decline of traditional industry.   

It was our hope that, through Community Art, we could offer life skills and 

vision to engage people in new ways for living, finding creativity within 

themselves and each other. However, rather than simply offer a short 

series of workshops and then leave again, our wish was to become part 

of a longer process. 

A steering group was set up and funding was sought from, amongst 

others, Greenbelt and the Parish Development Fund.  

 

The project took off and eventually became so successful that it was 

decided to form it into a ‘limited company’ with a board made up of 

people from the local community and members of both Abbotsford and 

Dalmuir Barclay Churches (long before the Presbytery Plan was even 

considered).  We are delighted that the project is now an independent 

charity continuing with fantastic work in the community. 

  

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FORTH & CLYDE CANAL AT REAR OF CHURCH 



 
 
 
 
  

  

Our hope... 

 
  
  
Our hope is to find and welcome a minister who will become a member of our church family. 

Someone ready to embark on a shared journey of discovering more about who we are... where we 

are... and where we would like to be.  A minister and congregation building on the present and working 

towards an exciting and challenging future. 

 

While sensitive to our individuality, we also look forward to searching out new ways to come together in 

a common purpose with our neighbours in Dalmuir Barclay.  

 ? 



 

© All photographs copyright Abbotsford Church 


