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Dear Friends, 
 

A lot has happened in the past year and 
my thanks must go to David Clark and 
Robert Kinloch who looked after you so 
well in my absence. I am now back at 
work, settling into a new routine and 
looking forward to the months ahead.  
 
Many of you will be aware that, over the 
past year, meetings have been taking place 
in order to progress the proposed Union of 
Abbotsford with Clydebank: St Cuthbert’s. 
This is a huge change for both 
congregations and one that, if accepted, will result in a new name for us 
all – ‘Clydebank: Waterfront Parish Church’.  
 
It’s true that change is never easy or plain sailing and there will be 
challenges along the way. Yet, as minister, I believe that this union is for 
the best and can be a success. I, for one, am very excited about the 
prospect of welcoming new folks into our midst and expanding our 
parish; and I hope that you are too. For no matter the changes that 
happen around us, we have the promise that ‘Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today and forever,’ and, I’m confident that if we listen for 
God’s leading we will find a way through. There is much work to be done 
in our community and together we can always do more. I am eager that 
we turn our focus outwards and consider how we might serve the needs 
of those on our doorstep – and I’m always keen to hear your ideas about 
how we might do that. For that is our calling – to share the good news – 
loving mercy, doing justice and walking humbly with our Lord.   
 
So united, let us seek ways to serve God in our neighbourhood and pray 
for one another, remembering that whilst the church is always the people 
and not a building, this will, nevertheless, be a very difficult time for our 
friends in St Cuthbert’s who will have to come to terms with leaving their 
place of worship. Please pray especially for them during this time and 
offer all a warm welcome in due course, as we gather by the waterfront 
and welcome in a wave of change. 
 

God bless you all. 

Your Minister, Ruth  
 



	 	 		 	

	 	 	OCTOBER  8th  Ian & Sandra MacVean	

     22nd  The Robinson Family 

     29th  May Irvine 

  NOVEMBER  5th  - Sheila Anderson 

            19th  - Francis Railton  

  DECEMBER 24th  - The Edwards Family 
 

If you would like to add your name to the Flower Calendar, perhaps to mark a 
special birthday, anniversary or to remember a loved one, please do so and 
your donation will be most gratefully received.  All flowers displayed in the 
Church each Sunday are distributed to the elderly, infirm, sick and bereaved 
within our Church community.  The 2017 calendar is on the Red Noticeboard. 
	



 

‘Thank You’ David! 
It was with mixed emotions that we said 
‘farewell’ to our ‘Minister for a year’ David 
Clark on Sunday 30th July. Although it 
was good that our Minister Ruth was to 
return among us, David did look after us 
very well during Ruth’s maternity leave 
and we were indeed extremely lucky to 
have the Presbytery Clerk, no less, as 
our ‘stand in’. David received a wee 
’Thank You’ from the congregation and it 
was suggested that he may perhaps buy 

some mountaineering gear, following his tale of the epic climb he made to 
the Isle of Coll’s highest ‘peak’... all 348ft (106 m) of it.  
Isa McKenzie presented David’s wife Kate, who has accompanied him on 
many occasions, with a basket of flowers. Thank you David! 

	
	

Carpet	&	Upholstery	Cleaning,	
plus	ALL	your	DIY	needs.	

We	also	offer	a	Gardening	Service.	
	

For	a	FREE	QUOTATION	
call	William	on	

Mobile:	07899	838	096		
or	Email:	wmiller@esoh.co.uk	



From	
David	Clark...	

Photo	courtesy	of	
	David	Clark	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Many thanks to all who came 
along to our Presentation of 
Awards on 30th May and a 
special thank you to those in 
the congregation who made 
the teas and coffees and 

helped clear everything away at the end of the night.   

Our Awards were presented by our former Captain, Robert Edwards who was 
especially proud to present Josh Innes and Cameron Simpson with their 
President’s Badges.  The boys received their Certificates at the Battalion 
Presentation held in Old Kilpatrick Church the following week.  
 
The boys’ parents were treated to a presentation of some of the work the 
boys have done throughout the year, with Anchors doing their Creation 
Game, Juniors showing off their newly acquired cycle maintenance skills and 
Company & Seniors attempting to set a table, polish shoes and iron a shirt!!!  
Let’s just say they have a bit more practice to put in, especially at polishing 
shoes!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys’ Brigade returns on Tuesday 5th September at 6.30pm for Anchors, 
7pm for Juniors, Company & Seniors.  Information can be found on our 
Facebook page and also our noticeboard in the Big Hall. 

Alistair, Rhys, Leon 
& Mitchell from 
Juniors with their 
Gold Award 
Certificates  
and  
Josh & Cameron 
with their 
President’s 
Certificates. 



Children & 
Family Worker. 

 
The ‘Mini Youth Group’, covering both Abbotsford and 
Dalmuir Barclay Churches, recently invited younger children to take part in 
“Den Day” for ‘Save The Children’ and in doing so they helped raise £16.00 
towards the charity. Well done to all who took part! 
 

We currently have up to 22 young folk between Primaries 4 – 7 popping in 
and out of our group and it was very touching to see some of the 
sentiments they had written on their ‘dens’ as they thought of children less 
fortunate than themselves.  
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to work being carried out at Dalmuir Barclay, we visited the Riverside 
Museum and Tall Ship and were blessed with an extremely hot day!   The 
children got down to scrubbing the decks on the Tall Ship, which were 
SPOTLESS when they had finished!!  
Gillian Graham 

 

We had a 
number of 
activities in 
Dalmuir Park 
over the 
summer and 
they were all 
great fun. 

	

 
 

 

‘Aye, Aye, 
Cap’n!’ 
 

Freya & Harris 
scrubbing the 
decks at the 
Tall Ship. 

	



Warmest congratulations to Catriona Barlow 
on her marriage to Ross Morris in Glasgow 
University Chapel on 14th July.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations too to 
Adam Innes on his SQA 
exam success!!  Adam 
also managed to 
squeeze in learning to 
drive between studying 
and went on to pass his 
Driving Test over the 
summer!  

Another new driver this summer is Beth Kean 
who also passed her Driving Test.   

 
...And guess what Adam & Beth?  
You can get the ‘Little Tykes Cosy Coupe’ 
car as a real grown up model...  
Look how shiny it is!!! J  



	

And last (but certainly not least), 
Many Happy Returns go to 

Ian Brady 
who celebrates his  

75th Birthday 
on 2nd October. 

Caitlin	 Matthew	

 

At the beginning of August, Douglas 
Crawford headed off to the British Cycling 
National Youth & Junior Championships in 
Newport, with his Glasgow Cycle Team-
mates.  

Success was achieved by many of his team-
mates and Douglas ended the event having 
posted a Personal Best in the 3km Individual 
Pursuit.   

 

Where have the years gone? 
 It seems like only yesterday we were celebrating the baptisms of 
Caitlin Cameron and Matthew White and now, here they are, all ready for 
Primary 1.  We hope you enjoy “Big School”, Caitlin and Matthew and 
look forward to hearing all about it.... I’m sure we will!!! 

 

    

Ian 



 

A HUGE “Well done” to Sophie Cameron!!  
Sophie entered a competition organised by 
Young Writers – a Company who promote 
creative writing and poetry within schools.  
The competition was to write a poem inspired 
by your dreams, an opportunity to allow 
imaginations to run riot and for children to 
unleash their creativity.  
 Sophie’s poem, entitled “I Can Fly” was 
published in a beautiful new book entitled 
“Once Upon a Dream”.  We were treated to a 

reading of the poem in church on 13th 
August, which we’ve printed below for 
those who may have missed it. 

 Congratulations Sophie –  
  a wonderful achievement! 
 

I  Can Fly 
I was walking in my garden, just minding my own business, 

Then I started to float, could anyone even miss it? 

The sun was shining brightly, brighter than a light, 

Then he starts to dance with happiness and delight. 

When the clouds are moaning the rivers are flowing, 

When the clouds are pouring I am still soaring 

Then I started to float down, then my face turned in a frown, 

I woke in bed then I said 

‘Oh I wish I could go again.’ . . .  Sophie Cameron (aged 8) 



 

We’re looking forward to starting back to Sunday School, now that 
we’re all back at Nursery or school.	

We had fun over the summer with our 
project on Time – Now, Then and in the 
Future.  We interviewed different people 
from Church and asked them lots of 
questions about what church was like 
when they were younger;  
if they liked Sunday School and what 
kinds of things they did.  We also found 

out what their favourite foods (sweeties) were and discovered that some of 
them are quite good at colouring in. 

It was funny when some of us were 
interviewing our own mums!   We are going 
to bury our Time Capsule with lots of things 
in it from our project.  We are doing that after 
church on Sunday 3rd September and we 
hope lots of you will come outside with us to 
see it being buried.  We’re going to have 
cups of tea and juice and goodies after the 
service too and everyone is invited. 

We are also having an ‘Autumn Coffee Morning’ on Saturday 7th October 
and hope you can come along and join us. 

 
	

While showing his skills at 
colouring in, our Senior Elder 
Bill Caldwell tells the children 
what Sunday School was like 

when he was a boy...  
a few years back!!! 



Abbotsford + St Cuthbert’s = ??? 
It doesn’t seem that long since I reported that much work would be required 
behind the scene over the Summer. However, much work has now been 
done and I am pleased to say that on Sunday 6th August the congregations 
at both Abbotsford & St Cuthbert’s were advised that, as a result of the vote 
which took place in June, they had voted overwhelmingly for their new 
church to be known as... 

‘Clydebank Waterfront Parish Church’ 
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

 	
 

It is good that the new name encompasses the historical roots of our 
congregations, being so close at it is to both the River Clyde and the Forth 
& Clyde Canal. It is also a good reminder of where Jesus met his first 
disciples and the countless Bible stories relating to water. 

The next step is for the Congregations of both churches to take the final 
vote on the ‘Basis of Linkage’ and this important step is due to take place 
on Sunday 27th August. At the risk of repeating myself too often...  
although the plan is to use the buildings of the present ‘Abbotsford’ 
Church, this is a union. It is a new start for both churches.  

Let us look to the future in faith...  
Working together, we CAN be more that the sum of our parts! 
          Tom MacDonald – Session Clerk, Abbotsford.  



 
As we look forward to the union with  
St Cuthbert’s, we feel it’s time for a change. We 
will be looking for someone / a group of folks to 
take on responsibility for the next edition of the 
magazine.  If you’re interested, please speak 
to Tom MacDonald in the first instance.	 

DATE WHAT ORGANISED BY 
   
Sunday 27th August Cong. vote on proposed 

Union with St. Cuthbert’s  

Sunday 3rd September Time Capsule Interment Sunday School 
Friday 15th September Beetle Drive Special Projects 

Friday 29th September  Ceilidh Catriona Crawford /  
Social Committee 

Saturday 7th October Autumn Coffee Morning Sunday School 

Friday 10th November Quiz Night Tom MacDonald /  
Special Projects  

Sunday 12th November Remembrance Sunday  
Saturday 2nd December Christmas Fayre Special Projects 
Sunday 10th December Gift Service  
Sunday 24th December  Nativity Sunday  

Mark YOUR Calendar 

Phone for an appointment now... Tel:  0141 941 1645	

Classic Cutz (Est. 2007) 

 15 SECOND AVENUE, CLYDEBANK. 
 

With 26 years’ experience, local hairdresser 
Jeanette Mclaughlin prides herself on  

having the friendliest salon, specializing in  
fashion cutting, razor cutting, wedding hair  

and fashion colouring. 
 

Open Wednesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 



Abbotsford	Jigsaw...	
	 	 	 	 	 	...The	‘Last’	Piece.	(Ta-Da!).	

This will be the final edition of ‘Jigsaw’ issued by Abbotsford Parish 
Church. But don’t worry... all being well, we will be back in a different 
guise in time for our Winter Edition.  

Looking back over the past 18 or so 
years since ‘Jigsaw’ was first published, 
we have covered a lot of ‘Church News’. 
Mostly good & informative news, since 
that is the way we have always pitched 
our content.  

When it was first issued as ‘Jigsaw’ it 
was in A4 format (‘wee foolscap’ for 
those of an older disposition). However, 
in 2003 we went for the smaller A5 size 
since it was easier to handle and a bit 
more user friendly. That is not to say 
that we didn’t cater for those who are 
sight impaired. A4 copies have always 
been available for those who asked.  
 
One thing that did strike me, when I looked back at our roots, was the 
fact that way back in 1952 ‘The News-Letter’ as “Issued by the Kirk 
Session of St James’ Parish Church as a supplement to Life & Work”, 
was also similar in size to A5... but no pictures in those days. The July 
1952 copy, which I have, contained three pages. 

‘Jigsaw’s’ final ‘A4’ editions also marked the 
change-over to computer generation and 
although there were still no photographs, clip-
art started to make an appearance. 

 And it was in colour! 
 ...Well, the front page was in Purple! 

Betty Mackie was the Editor-in-Chief in those 
days, but Betty ‘gave in’ to the computer age 
and retired soon after. She did however 
continue to contribute for a good number of 
years after.  



Actually ‘real’ colour wasn’t to make an 
appearance until Summer 2006, although again 
it was restricted to the front page.    
 

However, it wasn’t long before colour took off 
and photographs started to appear as quickly as 
they could be downloaded from the camera. 
Abbotsford were pioneers! 

One of the first (if not the first) photographs to 
appear on the front cover was of the newly 
appointed Archbishop of York, Dr John Tucker 
Mugabi Sentamu, as taken by yours truly on a 
visit to ‘The National Gathering’ back in 2008.  

Drumming with him on stage was Jane Bentley 
(www.art-beat.info), a friend of Roddy Hamilton 
and a visitor to Abbotsford on more than one 
occasion. 

The past six years have given us a lot to write 
about as our journey continued to steer us into 
new beginnings. Spring 2012 saw us on the 
verge of the linkage with Dalmuir Barclay and 
the banner on the front page read...  

‘The field has been ploughed, ready...’ 

That same banner could well be used again, for 
this, the last issue as Abbotsford’s ‘Jigsaw’.  

All being well, as we head towards our Union with the folks along the 
road at Linnvale: St. Cuthbert’s, by the time we read the first issue of the 
new magazine we will be heading towards our First Communion as a 
united congregation. 

In this case, the ‘last piece’ in our jigsaw isn’t missing... 
It is there in all its glory! 

It is all the good folk in both our congregations. 
A little careful push into place, should provide us 
with the ‘bigger picture’ as we both go forward 
together, united in Faith and Fellowship! 

With grateful thanks to all who have contributed, 
edited & printed over the years... and for all the 
positive feedback from our readers!  
Let us look to the future with hope! 
Tom MacDonald 


