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The problems with the Abbotsford organ continue and 
are reported elsewhere in this edition of the church 
magazine. In the meantime, the leading of our praise 
on Sunday mornings is well led by Bill and others at 
the piano (which has the additional advantage that 
both player and instrument are visible to the 
congregation). 

A church organ (‘the king of instruments’) is a large and complex thing. 
I recall being informed that the organ in my former church in Helensburgh 
contained no fewer than 2,200 separate pipes and that most of those which 
were visible at the front were not ‘speaking’ and didn’t actually do anything. 
They were there for aesthetic display purposes!  All the hard work was going 
on unseen in the background 

In his book ‘The People’s Life of Christ’ J Patterson Smyth wrote : 

‘Some time ago I watched the organ builders at work in a church. All 
the pipes were scattered over the floor and pews, from the great 
wooden 18ft diapason to the shrill whistle the size of a man’s finger.  
And I saw that the builder was as careful in the tuning of the little one 
as of the great.  He did not want the little one to do the work of the 
great.  Each made its own sound, and so the music came out right.’ 

As we follow the life of Christ on the journey from Bethlehem to Calvary, 
notice how he treated everyone as an individual, saw them for what and who 
they were, gave them the opportunity to flourish to the best of their abilities 
and expected nothing of them which was beyond their capabilities.  I think 
that is what you might call an ‘affirmation of faith’. 

With every blessing, 

 Rev David W Clark 

 
 

‘The King of Instruments’ 
 - Bill Kean at the organ in 
Kelvingrove Art Gallery.  



	 	

JAN	 15	 -	 	 Betty	Galbraith	

	 FEB		 06	 -	 	 The	Lees	Family	

					MAR		 26	 -	 	 MacDonald	Family	

	 APR	 	2	 -	 	 May	McKenzie	/	Laurie	

	 APR	 	9	 -	 	 	Lilian	&	Iain	Davidson	
	 	 	

	 	Flower Calendar	

If you would like to add your name to the Flower Calendar, perhaps to mark 
a special birthday, anniversary or to remember a loved one, please do so 
and your donation will be most gratefully received.  All flowers displayed in 
the Church each Sunday are distributed to the elderly, infirm, sick and 
bereaved within our Church community.  The 2016 calendar is on the Red 
Noticeboard. 
 

	



“MID-TERM” REPORT!)))))  
They say that time flies when you are enjoying yourself 
and on that basis, I must be having a ball! It seems like 
no time at all since Grace arrived in our lives and yet, 
as I write, she is 6 months and 16 days old already! 
During that time there have been plenty of firsts … our 
first family holiday to my folks caravan in Fintry, where 
we needed a mini removal for all of Grace’s things! 
Grace’s first bath in the kitchen sink, her first smiles 
and giggles, her first roll over, her mastery of blowing 

raspberries (that was her Daddy’s fault!), our first trip to A&E when Grace 
had a tummy bug and we were worried about her dehydrating; and, of 
course, our first Christmas as a family – now, that was special! Every day is 
different, filled with wonder and sometimes worry – it’s such a responsibility 
looking after a little person! Yet, to see her bounce around in her 
Jumperoo, try to escape from her bouncer and make new sounds and 
noises as she finds her voice – what a joy. It really is quite remarkable.  
 

A major milestone came just a few weeks ago when Grace’s highchair 
arrived and she tasted solid food for the first time. So far she’s had baby 
rice, carrots, peas, pear, apple, butternut squash, banana and broccoli – 
the latter is definitely her favourite! Well, when she manages to keep it in 
her mouth, rather than wear it on her face! She’s getting big, a whopping 
15Ib6oz now, and as her head edges ever closer to the top of her Moses 
basket, it’s clear that there soon will be another milestone as Grace makes 
the transition into her cot. So far the nights have been fairly restful, we can 
only hope that when she moves into the nursery that will remain 
unchanged. Hmmm … we shall see! One thing is for sure though, it’ll never 
be dull with Grace around! Noisy, messy, fun, worrying, tiring and 
amazingly joyful; but never dull! It actually sounds a lot like ministry! What a 
privilege that I get to do them both – motherhood and ministry – just not 
quite yet … the joys of teething and crawling await me before then!  
 

Looking forward to seeing you all soon. Love and blessings, Ruth.  
 

 
A New Year dawns and the Social Committee 
have been busy planning get-togethers and trips for 
us to enjoy over the coming months. First up is a 
‘Brunch’ following Morning Worship on Sunday 19th 
March, with half-day bus runs pencilled in for May 
and September.  August will hopefully have us all up 
at Balmaha for a BBQ and fun & games and then in 
November a wee trip to Gretna Outlets followed by 

High Tea. Information on all events will be posted in Orders of Service 
and on the red Noticeboard in the Link Corridor in due course. 



THANK YOU! 
To all at Abbotsford, 
Thank you all for the lovely cards, 
flowers, phone calls and visits after 
my hip replacement operation. 
They were so much appreciated. 

Isabel Cameron. 
	

MONEY MATTERS 
Freewill Offerings 

October to December 2016 
 

By Envelope...........................£2430 
By Standing Order..................£4245 
Open Offerings in the Plate........£78 
	

Abbotsford - Stated Annual Meeting 
SUNDAY  2nd April 2017 - Mark it in your Diary! 

The Stated Annual Meeting may have changed over the years but that 
doesn’t mean that it has ceased to be an important meeting. 
The Congregational Board - responsible for everything from the Church 
finances, to the fabric and lettings of the buildings - is appointed from within 
the congregation and are appointed at the Stated Annual Meeting.   
Members of the congregation are invited to nominate individuals (to serve 
three years) who are believed to have the skills and commitment to 
contribute to the management affairs of the Church, to become members of 
the Board for a period of three years.ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo   
Even though our Annual Accounts have already been audited and approved, 
they will be available for your information before the meeting. 
	

‘Gift Sunday’ - It was my pleasure to deliver 
your generous donations of toiletries, underwear 
and money to Glasgow City Mission.  Graham 
Steven, Partnerships & Communications 
Manager, sends his sincere thanks to you all and appreciates Abbotsford’s 
continued support to the work of Glasgow City Mission.  Ishbel Hood 
	
 

No hymns and no sermon.  Just a 15-minute service 
every Wednesday from 12.15 - 12.30pm with a cuppa 
afterwards.  Everyone welcome! 
 Following the service our Discussion Group 

meet from 1pm for a blether about anything topical, with the occasional 
guest speaker or fish supper lunch. 
A very informal group of between 12 & 25 folk, not all of whom can stay for 
the duration, with some leaving around 2pm and others staying on for a 
while longer as the discussions continue. Occasionally some members of 
Abbotsford, who are now in Care Homes, are brought along by carers to join 
us on a Wednesday, which is special for us all.   
Why not pop in and join the discussion (or just have a cuppa!)?	
 



 

Children and   
 Family Worker.  
 
 

It is a privilege to be the Children and Family Worker as it is one of the 
most challenging and rewarding jobs - in one week I will often have 
worked with toddlers to teenagers and worked in four schools. I feel I 
have learned and grown so much in the past six months (not in height 
though unfortunately!). Children are so unique and what works with 
one, doesn’t with another. I set up bible classes at both Clydemuir and 
Whitecrook Primaries which are great fun and the children all seem to 
really enjoy them. I have had so many laughs with the children and 
could write a book on things that have been said to me, but one of the 
things I always love about children is their honesty which I always 
appreciate. I once got told the next bible class had “better be good 
Gillian as I’ve given up my sports club for this”! No pressure eh.  
 

The nature walks were very successful and something I would like to 
organise again as they were also an excellent outreach opportunity, 
families often stopped me in the park and asked what we were doing! 
Under the leadership of Bill Kean, we set up a children’s choir which 
the children really enjoyed.  
 

At Clydebank High School I help the chaplains with Cosy Café twice a 
week and volunteer for a couple of hours with learning support and 
help the Syrian refugee children learn/speak English. This is very 
rewarding and all schools are very welcoming and supportive. I am 
shortly going for an induction at Community Foodshare with a view to 
helping once a month. 
 

Messy church has now been established and successful at both parishes, 
in particular with younger children and families/older children. I help 
with the youth group once a month and set up a mini youth group for 
both parishes and this has been very successful and has so much 
potential. I am so aware that children want to help and helping in the 
community is something we will be concentrating on with them.  



Classic Cutz (Est. 2007) 
 15 SECOND AVENUE, CLYDEBANK. 

 

With 26 years’ experience, local hairdresser 
Jeanette Mclaughlin prides herself on  

having the friendliest salon, specializing in  
fashion cutting, razor cutting, wedding hair  

and fashion colouring. 
 

Open Wednesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
 

** Pensioners’ rates EVERY day ** 
 

Phone for an appointment now... Tel:  0141 941 1645	

Pastoral care for families is on-going and I have become quite well 
acquainted with a few of the parents whose children return to the clubs. 
I am hoping to take part in Seasons for Growth training shortly which 
is something I was particularly interested in as it helps children deal 
with loss and bereavement. 
 

I really enjoy coming to the two churches and have met so many lovely 
people. One of the highlights of working for a joint linkage was getting 
cuddles from two lots of folks on Christmas Day!  
 

I spend most days texting parents to try and encourage them to come 
along to events and think I may eventually end up with vibration white 
finger! I was in a library the other day and there was a quote from Dr. 
Seuss which read “the difference between Try and Triumph is Umph” 
and it made me smile as it is so true. When I was young and felt a bit 
low, my mum always suggested getting a perm – and the Dr. Seuss 
quote reminded me of this, although I think the days for me of looking 
like Crystaltips may be over! 

Thank you to everyone who has supported me, I very much appreciate 
it. 

Gillian Graham  
Child & Family Worker 



 

Watchnight Service  
 

As our Locum Minister, Rev. David Clark, was 
taking the Watchnight Service at Dalmuir Barclay 
this year (and back up was proving impossible to 
find), the Kirk Session agreed that it would lead the 
service in order to keep the long-standing tradition 
going.  
 

David kindly passed on the content that he 
intended using at Dalmuir and this was ‘tweaked’ by Session Clerk, Tom 
MacDonald, in order to catch the midnight hour from an 11:30pm start. 
Tom was the ‘link man’ with Fiona Sinclair & Lilian Davidson leading the 
prayers and Carol Lang taking the two readings. Although not the best of 
nights outdoors, a good turnout of 40 - 50 worshippers came along. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed bringing in Christmas Day in church and 
Tom thanked them for their support. It was really good that most stayed 
for a cuppa after the service was over even though, being a Sunday, we 
were out again at 10:45am for Christmas Day Morning Worship lead by 
David, our Locum. Once again a big ‘THANK YOU’ to all who joined in. 
 
 

New Year’s Day (Sunday 1/1/17) 
 

Business as usual at Abbotsford on the first day of January 2017. 
 

Clydebank was deserted at 9:30am. However, we were hopefully 
expecting some of the folks from Linnvale:St Cuthbert's to come along to 

our service ... and 
we were certainly 

not 
disappointed.0000  
Our visitors arrived 
by mini bus, by car 
and on foot and we 
were really pleased 
to see them on a 
bright, although cold 
and windy, 
morning.  
The ginger wine and 
shortbread offered 
to the hardy souls 
who made it 

along  were well received and the 'Welcoming Hall' was looking 
VERY busy at one point as introductions and 'Happy New Years' were 
exchanged.  
  A great start to the new year at Abbotsford!  



Sunday School 	

	

	

 
 

Firstly we would like 
to say a big ‘Thank 
You’ to our boys and 
girls for telling us 
the Nativity Story in 
such a meaningful 
way. 000 
It was wonderful!  

 
Also many thanks to Moira 
McCardle who knitted a lovely 
Nativity Set for us, which 
adorned the piano over our 
Advent and Christmas 
Services. 	

We’re enjoying being back at Sunday 
School and had a visit from the Minister’s 
dogs, Tess and Brodie, a few weeks ago. 
However, from this photo. it looks as if no-
one – including Tess - was actually 
listening to the Minister! However, we were 
all listening in the Sunday School to the 
story of Jesus in the Temple.  Hopefully, 
Tess and Brodie will visit us again soon.  

This session, we’re exploring stories from the New 
Testament part of the Bible called Parables and adding 
badges to our lanyards for every new one we learn about. 
 

We were excited to hear about Harris’ first day at 
St Mary’s Nursery, which he started on 18th January.   
He loves it... especially playing in the water and sand!!! 
 

We are having a Coffee Morning in the springtime but 
will let you all know the details nearer the time.	 



In the middle of last year, we were notified by the Church of Scotland 
headquarters that we would be allowed to draw money from our funds 
held by The General Trustees to meet the costs of essential fabric works 
needed within our church. 
We prepared a list of qualifying works, submitted this through Presbytery 
and were granted leave for the release of funds up to £10,000 to cover 
various works. 
We have now begun carrying out works from the list submitted, having 
prioritised these in order of urgency. 

 In preparing our former Manse 
for sale, substantial felling and 
trimming of trees was 
completed, minor repairs and 
decoration were carried out, and 
gardening works done to 
improve the external, visual 
appearance of the property.  
Following a number of viewings 
and a closing date for offers, our Manse is now ‘Under Offer ‘with, 
hopefully, a positive conclusion by the end of February. 

 We have a statutory obligation to carry out a 
complete electrical installation test of our buildings 
(Fixed Wire Testing), and this has just been 
completed.  We are pleased to report that the 
installation is generally in good condition requiring 
only limited, relatively minor upgrading work and 
should require no further testing for five years.	 

 A fairly serious fault in one of the church boilers has been 
addressed and it is now functioning normally again. 

 Various roofing repairs have been carried out 
and gutters cleaned throughout the buildings.  
These works initially had to be deferred due 
to roosting seagulls on the roofs which 
presented a real danger to the roofing 
contractor when access was attempted.	 

 The most significant current issue being addressed is the church 
organ.  We have already had three visits from our organ maintainer 
which have only partially resolved the ongoing problems.   
A further issue resulting from ingress of water from the roof has 
recently been identified and it appears likely that some components 
will require replacement where these have been damaged.   
The full extent of works will be clearer following a further inspection 



in the near future.   
Until roofing repairs have been completed to resolve the water 
ingress problems, works cannot be started on the organ.  Our team 
of organists are, therefore, at least for the short term, limited to 
piano music for church services.  An insurance claim has been 
submitted to our insurers to hopefully cover any of the organ 
problems resulting directly from the water ingress damage. 

Further works covered under the listing sent to Church of Scotland HQ 
will be actioned over the coming months, the costs being covered from 
the drawdown from the General Trustees who administer the 
Consolidated Fabric Fund. 

        George McKerracher 
         Fabric Convenor 
	

PLEASE REMEMBER 
If you find anything in and around the church buildings that  

is broken (including water ingress) / not working as it should  
or dangerous then please report to George or  
ANY member of the Kirk Session Immediately.  
Phone numbers are on the back of this mag.	

	
XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX	

	



By	 the	 time	 you’re	 reading	 this,	 we	
will	 have	 been	 back	 to	 “Business	 as	
Usual”	 for	 almost	 two	 months.		
Christmas	 feels	 like	 so	 long	 ago	 and	
we	have	 to	 thank	our	BB	Friends	 for	

all	 their	 help	 with	 food,	 drinks	 and	 games,	 ensuring	 our	 Christmas	 parties	 were	
carefree	and	fun	for	all	the	boys,	and	utterly	exhausting	for	the	Officers.	

Our	 Company	 Section	 and	 Seniors	 have	 planned	
their	 badgework	 to	 the	 end	 of	March	 and	will	 be	
busy	 trying	 to	 complete	 that	 and	 the	 additional	
work	required	to	obtain	their	President’s	Badge	and	
the	next	stage	of	their	Queen’s	Badge. 	
	

Our	Annual	Fundraising	Coffee	Morning	this	year	
will	be	on	Saturday	25th	Feb.	from	10.30	-12.30	
where	we	will	have	some	Fairtrade	home	baking	to	
signal	the	start	of	Fairtrade	Fortnight.	
	As	well	as	raising	funds	for	our	Unit,	we	will	also	be	

supporting	Junior	Section	boy	Mitchell	Mireylees	who	has	been	selected	to	
represent	Scotland	at	the	European	Championships	of	the	World	Union	Karate	do	
Federation.		Mitchell	will	be	travelling	to	Romania	in	April	with	another	five	children	

from	his	karate	club,	and	we	hope	
to	raise	some	additional	funds	to	
help	offset	the	costs	of	his	trip.		
Mitchell	has	worked	extremely	
hard	and	is	very	excited	at	the	
opportunity	to	experience	a	new	
Country.		 Sandra MacVean 

	

Carpet	&	Upholstery	Cleaning,	
plus	ALL	your	DIY	needs.	

We	also	offer	a	Gardening	Service.	
	

For	a	FREE	QUOTATION	
call	William	on	

Mobile:	07899	838	096		
or	Email:	wmiller@esoh.co.uk	



 

On Thursday 1st December, we held a  
‘Reindeer Drive’ to raise money for the church. 
The night turned out a great success and we 
raised the sum of £375.  
Thank you to all who supported the night and 
for your patience, especially until we all 
managed to understand how to play. 
 

The girls finished up for Christmas at Pizza Hut 
where we had our annual Christmas party which was enjoyed by everyone. 
 

The Brownies started back on Thursday 5th January 2017.  If any girl aged 
between 7 to 11 wishes to come along and join us, we meet on a Thursday 
evening from 6pm to 7:30pm. 

  Esther Purdie 

 
The Brownies entertained the assembled crowd at their Reindeer Driv	  

 

Paige Gilfillan                               
and May Irvine 

were the 
winners of the 

Young Person’s 
and Young-at-
Heart Person’s 
gift hampers!! 



Proposed Presbytery Plan  

Friends, 

As you should now already be aware, the latest Presbytery Plan has 
Abbotsford going into a union with our neighbours along the road at 
Linnvale: St.Cuthbert’s.000000i00000000000000000000000000000000000 
As advised in our Summer 2016 magazine, our Kirk Session has already 
agreed that, given the congregation numbers and the lack of ministers, this 

is an inevitable step in good housekeeping.   
It should always be remembered that, although the 
plan is to use the buildings of the present 
Abbotsford Church, this is a union. It is a new 
start for both churches and changes will be 
necessary to allow it all to take shape as we move 
forward into a new future together. It is also worth 

remembering that since the new united congregation will be linked with 
Dalmuir Barclay, then D.B. too need to be part of the discussion. 

In order to get things moving, the first meeting of the three congregations 
took place on Thursday 19th January. Those present were: 
Robert Kinloch.................. Interim Moderator (Abbotsford & Dalmuir Barclay). 
Christine Cavanagh......... Presbytery Planning Committee. 
Ruth Morrison.................. Our Minister (out of Maternity Leave for the night!) 
Nancy Kenny................... Session Clerk at Linnvale. 
Catriona Brash................ Clerk to Cong. Board at Linnvale. 
Liz Stewart...................... Session Clerk at Dalmuir Barclay & Int. Mod at Linnvale. 
John Godfrey................... Treasurer at Dalmuir Barclay. 
 Plus Isabel Cameron, Ken McKie and myself from Abbotsford. 

It was a very good first meeting and all went well with the general feeling 
being one of  ‘the sooner the better’.  

Among the topics discussed (in no particular order) were: 

1/ The new church name - This to be put out to the congregations of 
Linnvale & Abbotsford and hopefully in place for the start of the Union.              
 

2/ Items that Linnvale would like to bring to the united church building.  
 

3/ The new united church going to a ‘Unitary Constitution’ where there is no 
Congregational Board and the Kirk Session oversee committees. 
 

A lot of water has still to pass under the bridge before everything is 
finalised. However, the union was seen by the meeting as something more 
to be looked forward to than thought of in trepidation. 
Many thanks for your continued support as we go forward in faith! 
 

      Tom MacDonald (Session Clerk)  



	

	

	

 
Congratulations to Lilian & 
Iain Davidson who will 
celebrate their 30th Wedding 
Anniversary on 11th April. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Too late for inclusion in the 
December edition, but belated 
Birthday wishes to Douglas 
Crawford who celebrated his 16th 
Birthday on 26th November. 
 

 
 

Many Happy Returns to 
Effie Lawrie 

who celebrated her 
98th Birthday on 9th January 2017. 

 
 

CLYDEBANK CHURCHES TOGETHER 
March 2017: Thursday 3rd - World Day of Prayer - Clydebank Wesleyan 
Union Central Church - 2.00pm (focus: the Philippines). 
 

April 2017: Friday 14th - Good Friday Walk of Witness - from Radnor Park 
Parish to Three Queens Square - 10.15am. 
 

April 2017: Friday 14th - Good Friday Witness Service - Three Queens 
Square, with tea and coffee at the Salvation Army Citadel afterwards - 
11.00am. 
 

April 2017: Sunday 17th - Easter Sunday Dawn Service - Clydebank High 
Park, with breakfast afterwards whose venue is to be confirmed - 7.30am. 
 

April 2017: Sunday 17th - Easter Sunday Songs of Praise Service - venue 
to be confirmed - 6.30pm.  
 

** Holy Week at Abbotsford will be discussed at the Kirk Session 
meeting on 15th February, which is after the printing date for this 
edition of the magazine.  We will let you know of any services through 
Orders of Service, the Church website and our Facebook page. 


