Issue 4
13th April 2020

For these days …
Dear friends, the love and peace of Easter be with you all. It was so strange
not seeing you all on Sunday – sharing the singing of allelulias, sharing the
bread and the wine, sharing the peace of Jesus and sharing smile and stories of

‘He is not here;

what’s going on in one another’s lives. These are strange days and I hope that

he has risen,

Sunday, including some extra bible readings, in the hope that you will find

just as he said.’
Matthew 28.6

you are all doing OK. This week I share with you the service from Easter
comfort and joy, as we share in the promises of our faith and trust together that
Jesus is alive.

Prayer
On this the most different of Easters,
We pause to pray,
And remember the day that you, O God,
changed everything forever.

Lectionary Readings
Easter Sunday
Acts 10.34-43
Psalm 118. 1-2, 14-23
Colossians 3.1-4
John 20.1-18

As friends in tears, filled with grief,
Went to the garden on a Sunday
and found a stone rolled,
A tomb empty,
And only grave clothes left behind.
For you had kept your promise.
Love had won the day.
Jesus was alive.
As we ready ourselves,
to listen to the story of that first Easter morning,
May our hearts, minds and spirits be open to you,
Ready to hear and be touched by this surprising good news that is for
everyone –
That through Jesus,
Death does not have the last word,
New life,
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Here and now is possible,
And hope,
Even in the most trying of times and circumstances
is ours to know,
Because love is greater than anything.
On this the most different of Easters,
As we remember the day that you, O God,
changed everything forever,
Come, Father, Son and Spirit, and change us –
And make us more and more like the one
we praise and celebrate,
Jesus, who is alive.
Amen.

Reading
John 20.1-18 - The Empty Tomb

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed
from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out
of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
3

So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were
running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying there but
did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went
straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as
the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was
still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and
believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had
to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they
were staying.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over
to look into the tomb12 and saw two angels in white, seated where
Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot.
13

They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?”
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“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where
they have put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.
15

He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are

looking for?”
Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him
away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.”
16

Jesus said to her, “Mary.”

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which
means “Teacher”).
17

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen
the Lord!” And she told them that he had said these things to her.

Reflection
It feels like an Easter like no other, doesn’t it? I’m missing all of you,
especially gathering together during Holy Week. I’m missing singing with
you. I’m missing hiding the eggs for the children and watching them hunt for
them in the sanctuary. I’m missing inviting them out to hold and serve the
bread and wine and watch all of you who are able leave your seat or pew and
come and share in our family meal. I’ve also missed going into Frank Downie
and sharing worship, as well as the school Easter services with Linnvale,
Whitecrook and Clydemuir Primary. Especially hearing them and joining in
the singing of their favourite, ‘Spring chicken.’ I’ve burst into song a few
times in recent days … “I’m a spring chicken, yellow and small,” but I don’t
get much further before Steven looks at me and says ‘that’s plenty!’
There’s lots in life, at the moment, that we are missing, but the good news –
the really good news - is that Easter has and will still happen. Definitely not as
we have known it, but perhaps more like that first day, when folks, bewildered
by events that had overtaken them, scattered in fear and grief and locked
behind closed doors for their own safety, heard snippets, a story, a rumour,
that they came to trust and believe was true.
Each gospel account tells it slightly differently, but we cannot escape what is
at the heart of them all – a stone rolled, a tomb empty, a Saviour risen, a
promise kept by God who is love. A God so loving, that not only did he die in
love for the world, but he rose again, so that death would be defeated and
hope, rather than despair, would have the last word.
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However you are feeling today (especially in these strange, isolating and
trying of times), and whatever and whoever you are missing, may you know
the good news that God loves you. God lived and died for you. God rose again
to new life so that you can do so too – not just later, but here and now.
In this stripped back and very different Easter in isolation and lockdown, hear
the snippet, hear the story, hear the rumour and don’t miss out … believe that
it is true.
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Prayer (written by Lorraine Wilson)
God of Grace and Healing hear our prayer
We come to you today on a very different Easter Sunday
This is a time when families would traditionally spend time together and
church families would join together in places of worship throughout the land
to celebrate the joy of the resurrection.
Things may be different this year yet we can take comfort in the knowledge
that you are unchanging and always by our side.
In Holy week we take time to appreciate the sacrifice of Jesus and on this most
unusual Easter Sunday we think of the sacrifice that many are making in order
that we can stay safe and well.
We give thanks for NHS staff,care staff, police, retail workers,bin men and
postal workers and many more who are working so hard, going out each day
to ensure we can get through this time of lockdown.
Lord God, keep them safe, encourage us to show our appreciation not just at
this time but also when this is over let us not forget the sacrifice of those who
kept the country functioning under the most difficult of circumstances.
Our Lord Jesus told us to" love our neighbour "and we have seen this love
displayed everywhere, shopping on the doorstep, phone calls and offers to
help in any way they can.
Thank you Lord for the kindness that has shone through the darkness.
Father God be with everyone who is struggling with isolation and missing
family and friends, may we never again take for granted the simple pleasures
in life that are so crucial to our physical and mental well-being.
We give thanks for the technology that allows us to join together in worship
although we are far apart, a different way to experience the grace of
resurrection.
In the Resurrection
Love broke through the darkness
Love so strong
Light so bright
Hope that can never be extinguished
May the love, light and hope we celebrate on Easter Sunday remain with you
and give you strength in the days to come.
Praise be to the risen Christ and his enduring love.
Amen

Closing thought …
On Easter day, I reminded those who watched the service on Facebook, that
just as our churches are empty, so too was the tomb. It couldn’t hold Jesus and
nor can our empty buildings hold us, the church, back! In the acts of kindness
you are showing one another, through calls, texts, e-mails and the likes, you
are showing that love that Jesus talked about and I’m sure that this love for
one another goes beyond those who are just ‘church members!’ So, though it
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might be tempting at times to be downhearted, let’s have courage, let’s
embrace these new opportunities, and let’s be the church where we are (and
have always been!), in the days ahead. Stay safe and stay connected – and
don’t hesitate to reach out if there’s anything at all that you need.
One final note … many of you will be aware that the Church of Scotland has
furloughed many of their staff, including MDS, due to the concern regarding
the financial situation and the effect COVID-19 will have upon the immediate
and long-term future of the Kirk (more about that in the next week or two). To
that end, our Pastoral Assistant is now in furlough for the next 3 weeks.
Lorraine’s calls and loving ways have been greatly appreciated by many and I
know that she will be keeping you all in prayer during her absence. Please
keep Lorraine in yours.
Rev Dr Ruth Morrison 0141 941 3317 or 07557657079.

