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Dear Friends,
My heart sank today when I walked through the main
entrance of ASDA and was met by a Christmas Tree.
It sank even deeper when I saw the digitalized sign
beside it – ’50 sleeps before Christmas!’ Once I got
into the store it was clear that Christmas preparation
was in full swing: trees, tinsel and twinkling lights, not
to mention row upon row of sweets and treats! It all
left me feeling quite queasy and that was without any
mince pies! It seems to me that the conveyor belt of
consumerism is moving increasingly faster these
days. Of course, by the time you read this letter, Christmas will be even
closer, so what words can I offer you in the midst of it all?
Well, before we get to Christmas, we are invited into the season of Advent, a
time to reflect and remember the gift of new hope. It’s a really special
season, for it offers a wonderful contrast to the chinking of tills and the rustle
of receipts, as we hear ancient promises foretelling Jesus’ birth as well as
his homecoming. For we live in the between times – the time between
Jesus’ arrival in a manger over 2000 years ago and his promised return.
That is a sobering thought – one that should move us to action and
readiness, as we prepare to celebrate the gift of God’s Son. The ‘Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah 9.6).
Thus, rather than sprinting head-long towards the 25th December, why not
jump off the conveyor belt this year and ponder what it really means to be
ready? Is there someone whom you need to make peace with? Is there a
person you can show hospitality and kindness to? Is there someone who
would appreciate a little bit of your company and time? If we answer yes to
any of those and if we follow through on them, then we can be assured that
we are preparing ourselves well. For we will be following the example of the
one who sent his son into the world to show us that we are not on our own
and that we are loved. For in and through Jesus, peace has been made and
there is nothing that can separate us from God who is love. May the hope of
the Incarnation inspire us this year to do lovely things for others, may it
soften our hearts to reach out in peace and may it fill us with enough
serenity to put down our to do lists and give thanks to God for the gift of our
Lord.
A very happy and hope filled Christmas and New Year to you all!
Your Minister,

Ruth

SEPTEMBER 2018
OCTOBER 2018
NOVEMBER 2018

2nd Heather Britton,
- in memory of Helen McFarlane.
th
16 MacDonald Family.
14th Saunders Family.
28th May Irvine.
4th Anne Cherry.
11th Sheila Anderson.
18th Christine Sayer.

The 2019 Flower Calendar is now available on the Red Noticeboard.
If you would like to add your name to it, perhaps to mark a special birthday,
anniversary or to remember a loved one, please do so and Ishbel Hood will
most gratefully receive your donation.
Please note that there is no set amount – please give what you wish.
All flowers displayed in the Church each Sunday are distributed to the elderly,
infirm, sick and bereaved within our Church Community. If you are willing to
help with the purchase of flowers and / or distribute them, then again, please
speak to Ishbel who can put your name on the rota.
To ensure that no entry is missed, the magazine will show the previous 3 months
contributors. (i.e. This December edition shows September, October & November 2018).
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As you should now be aware, we have a new
‘Pastoral Assistant’, Lorraine Wilson, who is
already out and about getting to know everyone
and assisting Ruth in visits and pastoral care.
We would take this opportunity to give Lorraine
a WARM WATERFRONT WELCOME!

Hello Everyone,
My name is Lorraine Wilson and I am the new
Pastoral Assistant for Clydebank Waterfront Church
and Dalmuir Barclay Church.
I have lived in the Maryhill area of Glasgow all my life and have attended
Maryhill Parish Church for 22 years. I first visited the church only to enquire
about the Boys’ Brigade for my son Matthew who was then 5 years of age
but was so warmly welcomed by the minister’s wife that I decided to stay
and became involved in Holiday Clubs, Social Events, Christmas Fayres
and Worship. I became an elder with a particular interest in pastoral care
both for those receiving and providing the care as I feel it's important to
nurture both groups of people.
I have worked for the N.H.S, D.W.P, Debenhams and most recently
Barnardo's where I was a deputy manager in the retail sector for 20 years. I
was also involved in fundraising events and talks about the life of Thomas
Barnardo to raise awareness of the charity's history and ongoing work
today. During my time in Barnardo's, I worked with many different people
from various backgrounds including senior citizens, refugees, young people
with learning difficulties, work placements and people on community
payback orders. I believe this has helped me to engage and communicate
with many people who I may not have ordinarily met in my day to day life
and found it an enriching and informative experience.
I have one son called Matthew who is 27 and lives in Dundee where he
works as a Youth and Family Worker for the Church of Scotland at Lochee
and Camperdown Churches. Matthew is getting married next October in
Dundee to Rachel who he met in Arbroath when he was an intern for the
Church of Scotland.
In my spare time I like to visit museums, the theatre and the cinema and
like to spend time in the archives department of the Mitchell Library in
Glasgow.
I feel privileged to be called to be your Pastoral Assistant and have already
seen how vibrant and committed you are to your church family and wider
community.
I look forward to sharing the next chapter of my life with you in God's name
and for his purpose as he lights a path for us to follow together.
Love and Blessings,

Lorraine.

16th September 2018 ~

Rory’s Baptism

It is always nice to see a Baptism in the church... the start of a new life,
hopefully tied forever to that of the church.
On 16th September we had the Baptism of Rory Thomas Strachan, son of
our Sunday School Teacher Elaine and husband Richy (who audited the
Church Accounts up until new rules were introduced).
The church was busy as friends and relatives joined the congregation for
Rory’s big day and it was very fitting that the triptych in the chancel had a
big bright RAINBOW and the word ‘HOPE’ as a reminder, if one was
needed, that Rory marks a happy change in Elaine & Richy’s life together.
Elaine and Richy requested that anyone thinking of giving Rory a present,
instead make a small donation to ‘Simba’, a charity that is close to their
hearts. One of the wonderful things this charity does is to provide memory
boxes for parents who have suffered miscarriage or stillbirth.
After the baptism was over and Rory had been carried round the church for
all to see, Elaine & Richy invited everyone through to the Church Hall for a
Buffet Lunch.
All in all, a truly lovely day for Rory, Elaine & Richy, Godparents Alison &
Gary (Elaine’s sister & Brother-in-Law) and indeed Waterfront.
Elaine & Richy would like to thank everyone for their kindness and support.
Oh yes! ... and for donating a fantastic £555 to Simba ~ THANK YOU!

Rory with Mummy,
Daddy and Ruth (left).
With his Godparents
Aunty Alison &
Uncle Gary (above).
...and a month and a
half later, cleaning his
first tooth on 1st
November (right).
A ‘Big Boy’ now!!!

From Gillian Graham,

CHILDREN & FAMILY
WORKER...
our

MINI YOUTH GROUP
The photograph below shows the presentation of
a £400 donation from ASDA to enable the joint
Dalmuir Barclay / Waterfront Mini Youth Group to
host a Christmas Lunch and games afternoon with Senior Citizens to be
held at Dalmuir Barclay Church on Saturday 24th November from 1 pm
until 3 pm. The children
were really excited to
receive the cheque which
will contribute towards
food, games and small
gifts for the invited guests
and they are really looking
forward to it. Mini Youth
Group’s main focus is faith
in action and this is a fun way they can make a difference.
The presentation took place during the ‘Light Party’ on 28th October.

MESSY CHURCH
Messy Church may be small in numbers, but it is
huge in heart. This is a photograph of the
September Messy Church at Waterfront, with a
‘Creation’ theme and the children were very
creative with their iced biscuits with some
beautiful rainbows. Have to admit though, some
didn’t make the plates!!

SLEEP IN THE PARK
On Saturday 8th December from 9 pm until 6:30 am the next morning
(and I will be counting), I am taking part in a sponsored event called
“Sleep in the Park” at Kelvingrove Park as an invitation from the Church

of Scotland. This is an event that takes place
across four cities, the nearest being Glasgow and
the charities which will benefit include, amongst
others, Glasgow City Mission and Glasgow
Women’s Aid. I’m sure all will agree that too many
young people are on our streets and everyone’s
circumstances are different therefore any support
would be very much appreciated. The only items you are obliged to take
are a sleeping bag and a brolly!
(no tent – not great at putting these up anyway!)
WISH ME LUCK!
(I think I may need it!)...
Gilllian x

<<<<<<<<<<<<---000000000000000--->>>>>>>>>>>>

‘WELL DONE’ to Bobby Edwards for continuing the collecting of
pennies, started by Betty Norwood many years ago.
Thanks to Bobby and all the folks who help collect their spare coppers in
jars, bags and other assorted containers, the truly fantastic sum of £328
has been collected for this good cause.
Erskine provide unrivalled support to veterans in Scotland, through four
care homes and a Veterans’ Village, comprising 44 cottages, an Activity
Centre, five Assisted Living Apartments and 24 Single Living Apartments
(currently under construction).

Thank you one and all!

IN CHURCH HALLS, Abbotsford Road.
(next to Three Queens Square)
>>>> ADMISSION ONLY 50p <<<<

Saturday 1st December
10:30am – 12:30pm

TEAROOM
HOT ROLLS, CAKES, etc.

Jewellery
by Butler & Wilson
Books
Christmas Tombola
Home Baking

Toys
Toiletries
Christmas Gifts

IN OTHER WORDS - SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

Laughing themselves to ‘Easy Fitness’...
When it comes down to having a good time, while keeping fit, you certainly
can’t beat the ‘Easy Exercise’ classes on Tuesdays & Thursdays at
Waterfront. Never a group to pass up the chance to party, leader Louise
and the ladies (and gentleman) of the group dressed up for Halloween on
Tuesday 30th October and had a great time.
More power to their elbows (and knees!!!)... Yeee-haaah!!

≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈

Classic Cutz

(Est. 2007)

15 SECOND AVENUE, CLYDEBANK.
With 26 years’ experience, local hairdresser
Jeanette Mclaughlin prides herself on
having the friendliest salon, specializing in
fashion cutting, razor cutting, wedding hair
and fashion colouring.
Open Wednesday - Saturday 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

** Pensioners’ rates EVERY day **
Phone for an appointment now... Tel:

0141 941 1645

As part of our Sunday Morning Worship recently, the congregation at
Waterfront have been engaged in “Future Focus: The Way Ahead”.
We started Week 1 in church, but soon travelled through to the Large Hall
so that we could gather in groups of six to look at the questions asked.
Far from being the normal ‘gather in groups and discuss’, this was actually
quite fun in weeks one and two, with the twelve tables asked to first look at
our ‘church’ timeline - which proved to be very different for each individual
attending.
Week 2 we were in the Large Hall from the start and looking in detail at our
Parish and where we spent most of our time within it...
and where, going forward, we perhaps needed to spend more time.
Week 3... well, that is where things
turned a little more revealing as we
looked more deeply at our strengths
and weaknesses as a Parish
Church. The facts will be taken
away and analysed and we shall be
having another session on the last
Sunday of November to discuss the
outcome and where we go from
here.
It will be interesting and no doubt give much food for thought as we
focus on the way ahead as Waterfront.

Bequest ~ The Late Miss Helen McFarlane.
Our Treasurer, Ian Lyon, recently informed the Kirk Session that the late
Miss Helen McFarlane had bequeathed a total of £7626 to the church;
£5720 to be used for the benefit of the church community and £1906 for the
benefit of the Sunday School Children. Helen loved her church and was
always very attached to the Sunday School in which she had taught for a
good number of years. The Trustees are very grateful to have received
Helen’s bequest and will ensure it is spent wisely to Helen’s wishes.

Praise ye the LORD.
O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good:
for his mercy endureth for ever.

SNIPPETS >>>>
Church Roofing Contract
Currently not much to see at ground
level apart from scaffolding and large
yellow container. However, rest assured
that work is progressing on the sanctuary
roof despite the Autumnal weather.
Target completion for rest of roof is
currently around end of November.
Large Hall Lighting
Large Hall lighting replacement is now complete and should achieve
significant energy savings. The difference in the brightness of the hall has
to be seen to be believed!
Small Hall (Activity Room) Lighting
To help improve the lighting in the Activity Room, the Kirk Session has
decided to add 4 energy saving LED ‘strip lights’ on the walls just below the
‘egg crate’ celling. These will be placed above and opposite each of the two
hall storage cupboards.
New Heaters
New wall heaters for the two halls are also currently being investigated to
replace the original fan assisted heaters which have now been in place for
40 years and are becoming increasingly noisy and inefficient.
Presbytery Fabric Committee Inspection
Fabric Convener, George McKerracher recently met with the committee for
a full internal & external inspection together with an inspection of all ‘Fabric
Paperwork”. The end result was very positive with only three simple items
being identified as having to be carried out, including fitting of three carbon
monoxide alarms (In Kitchen, Boiler House & at gas meter below stage).

HARVEST

of

HOPE!

Our theme for Autumn this year has been HOPE and the Triptych has
displayed the word HOPE in large letters, together with that age-old sign of
hope... a Rainbow. In the lead up to Harvest, a ‘vine’ started to grow along
the bottom of the triptych and by Harvest Sunday the vine had produced
grapes. A sheaf of corn was also added at the Rainbow – the corn &
grapes representing the main ingredients of Bread & Wine, which was very
apt as the children of the Sunday School helped serve Communion to the
congregation as part of the All-Age Worship.
And that wasn’t all... the children also helped to complete the Harvest
display in the chancel, say prayers, sing a song AND make a map of the
world to complete the display... Phew! What were you adults doing???
Harvest Sunday also saw Waterfront embrace (a little belatedly) the Church
of Scotland’s ‘Weekend of Invitation’ and the congregation were asked to
invite someone to the ‘Harvest Lunch’ held in the Large Hall afterwards.
This, together with the ‘Sunday School Coffee Morning’ the day before,
helped to make it an excellent weekend to remember at Waterfront.
Some photographs of the Harvest Service and Lunch are shown opposite
and from the Sunday School Coffee Morning below.

As you will probably be aware,
Waterfront Church has regular
monthly collections for West
Dunbartonshire Community Food
share. As we head towards
Christmas and the season of
‘Goodwill’, we thought that you
might want to know a wee bit more
about the charity and just some of
the work that they do throughout West Dunbartonshire.
West Dunbartonshire Community Foodshare is a Scottish, regulated charity
(Charity No:SC044248) set up in April 2013 in a time of crisis.
Their objective is to assist all those affected by poverty by:
ü

ü

Providing practical support to the communities of West Dunbartonshire
by way of direct distribution of food to any in need;
Signposting of information, advice and support to the communities of
West Dunbartonshire on matters of social wellbeing;

ü Raising awareness of the issues affecting the communities of West
Dunbartonshire by lobbying and campaigning for changes in
government policy decisions on matters of social justice and poverty.
They provide food parcels to residents of West Dunbartonshire in need and
also have a Christmas Toy Bank, a Back to School Uniform Bank and do School
Holiday Brunch Bags.
Approximately 180 ‘Basic Bags’ are given out each week, each containing
7 items of non- perishable goods. This equals 1260 items per week...
65,520 per year. At each distribution centre they also give out fresh fruit and
vegetables, bread, chilled and frozen items tea bags etc.
In 2017 they supported 8716 people (42% children), an increase of 11% on
the year before and in that time they gave out 9559 ‘Basic Bags’, an increase of
12% on the previous year.
Last Christmas, through the generous donations from individuals, churches
and shops etc., 548 children were each provided with 5 – 6 presents to help
them enjoy what should be a special time of year enjoyed by all.
Many thanks to Fiona Sinclair and all who have helped to provide for those
who are going through bad times for whatever reason, short or long term. We
hope that, if able yourself, you will continue to help during 2019.
THANK YOU!

Oban Outing

At least some got back to the bus on time!!!
Saturday 18th August saw a busload of members and friends from
Waterfront head off to Oban for the day. Although it didn’t look too
promising when we left Clydebank, by the time we got to Inverary for
‘Morning Coffee’ (well actually a
roll ‘n’ sausage and a cup of
tea) things were brightening up
and it was turning into quite a
pleasant day.
Onwards to Oban, where
everyone took off in
different directions
including ‘Birthday Girl’
Fiona Sinclair
(off to celebrate we hope!).

‘Birthday’
Girl’

All too soon, it was back on the bus and we were heading down the road to
Brander Lodge Hotel at Loch Awe for our high tea, which was DELICIOUS!
A great day was had by one and all and after the meal George & Milna
McKerracher were thanked for the time and effort they had put in to making
sure that everything went like a Singer’s Sewing Machine. Next outing is to
the ‘Gretna Outlets’ ...more on that in the next edition of ‘Reflections’.

Spot the Member...

Most of us make do with the odd song while relaxing in the bath, but not
Morag Kean, Beth Kean and Susan Caldwell! They had to go one step
further (at least) and perform at the Royal Albert Hall no less!
Waterfront members, Morag, Susan & Beth (each marked with a white star
in the above photograph taken by Bill Kean) formed part of the chorus at
the BBC London Proms during the Summer and performed Benjamin
Britten’s ‘War Requiem’ with The Royal Scottish National Orchestra.
Well I suppose if you are going to do it, then you had better do it in style
and have a decent backing group!!! Congratulations Ladies!
...Waterfront is proud of
you!!!

ON-LINE GIVING...
Waterfront Church has now entered
the digital revolution in the way it
can receive donations from those
wishing to do so... wherever they are!
With the backing of the Kirk Session, Ken
McKie did some investigation and after some
work behind the scenes the system is now up
and running. To make a donation, simply text

CWPC17 followed by £1 or £2 or £3 or £4 or £5 to 70070
The donation made is added to the donor’s telephone bill or debited from
their credit balance if they use ‘pay as you go’. The donor will receive a thank
you reply which displays a donation reference number.

*At present, this only applies to UK registered ‘phones and only amounts up
to £5 can be used but Ken, again with the backing of Session, is looking at
ways to expand this. Watch this space!

Standing Orders
If you prefer more traditional ways of giving, then have you considered
using a Standing Order? This is what a large number of our congregation
use to contribute and it helps to ensure a steady income for your church.
If you would like to contribute to your church in this, or any other way, then
please contact the treasurer or the minister.
And if you pay UK income tax have you thought about...

Gift Aid

... Gift Aid is good news for the Church because:

•

It increases our giving by 25 per cent

•

No minimum contribution is required

•

No particular amount has to be promised

•

There is no fixed term during which contributions must be made

•

Tax may be recovered retrospectively.

Tottenham were playing Manchester City on the tele. on Monday 29th
October, which was good planning by the English Football Association.
It meant that the ladies of Clydebank could get time all to themselves
sorting through racks of bargains in the Waterfront Large Hall.
As before, the gentleman doing the selling (he obviously didn’t know the
game was on!!!) had the place in fits of giggles with his banter and put the
ladies in the mood to part with their hard earned cash, some of which was
going to Waterfront Church Funds.
A pie & a pint... Sorry ladies!... A cup of tea and a sticky bun helped to
round off the evening’s entertainment before everyone headed off home
happy with their bags of bargains.
Back home ...and the words that every man dreads... “Is that football on the
television again? Get it off, I want to watch Corrie on ‘windie-back’!
Why couldn’t the English F.A. have started the game at 7:00pm???
Never mind Waterfront won by
Many thanks to everyone who helped!

£485

~

A

great

result!

5th Brownies/Guides
This session we have started back with 16
Brownies and 14 Guides. The girls have
been busy working on a new programme
introduced by Girl Guiding for all sections which the girls seem to enjoy.
The Brownies went on a trip to the Glasgow Science Centre at the
beginning of October, which was enjoyed by all. The Guides are going
away on the 16th November to Catterburn - their theme will be ‘Space’ (so
here’s hoping for a dry weekend).
The Guides and Brownies are planning to go for their Christmas trips later
in December. The Guides are going to ‘Flip Out’ and the Brownies are
going to ‘Pizza Hut’.
We are once again holding a ‘Reindeer Drive’ on Thursday 13th December
2018 in aid of church funds, so if you are looking for a wee fun evening and
to be entertained by the Brownies and Guides singing during the break,
then keep this date free. We will also be raffling a Christmas Hamper etc.,
On behalf of the Brownies and Guides
we would wish you a Merry Christmas
and Best Wishes for 2019!
Esther Purdie
Brownie Guider/ Guide Leader
----------VVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVV----------

INTERESTED IN JOINING???
If you know of anyone interested in joining the Rainbows, Brownies, Guides
or B.B., then please do get in touch with the relevant leader – See contact
info on back of magazine or speak to your Elder.

Advent Communion
Sunday 2 nd December

Having received this magazine, you may have noticed that there is no
‘Communion Invitation Card’ along with it. The Invitation Card that you have
been receiving over recent years (and probably ‘cleared away’ soon after)
was a more open and Christian replacement for the out-dated ‘Communion
Card’ which, as you may remember, was handed over at the church door
and placed in a box marked ‘PRESENT’.
...or, if you had given it to someone else to hand in for you as you lay on
your sick bed... ‘ABSENT’. Oh Dear!
The decision to dispense with the Invitation Card was taken at a
recent Kirk Session meeting after discussion on the pros and cons.
That decision was not taken lightly and the main reasons for opting
not to continue with the card were taken on both a theological &
ecological level.
The Lord’s table is an open table... open to all those who love the Lord
Jesus Christ and have made public profession of faith...
NO Invitation Required.
We look forward to giving you the chance to meet around that table...
and to receive ‘the gifts of God, for the people of God’.

Gift Sunday ~ 9th December
Gift Sunday this year is on 9th December and we are continuing to
support the work of Glasgow City Mission. If you would like to donate a
gift, then please choose from the following:
Men’s Deodorant
Men’s Shower Gel
Shaving Foam
Disposable razors
Men’s Boxer shorts (Small, Medium or Large)
If you would prefer to give a gift of money, please give it to Ishbel Hood and
a gift will be bought for you. As always, your support will be greatly
appreciated by Glasgow City Mission... THANK YOU!

Congratulations

Warmest Congratulations go to Maureen & Brian Grummitt who
celebrated 50 glorious years of marriage early in October.
Married by Rev. Lyon Blair on 10th October 1968 in St. James Parish
Church, Clydebank, Maureen & Brian celebrated their anniversary with
family who had travelled from Scotland and England to join them for a
weekend away at the Gables Hotel, Gretna.
Some interesting facts from that week in 1968...
Very aptly, ‘Those Were The Days’ by Mary Hopkin was in the UK top 5
hits... and British racing drivers Jackie Stewart, Graham Hill and
John Surtees had just taken the first three places at the U.S. Grand Prix.

Clydebank Churches Together
Public Quarterly Meeting
Thursday 22nd November at 7:00pm
in the Central Wesleyan Church.
Sunday 2

nd

DIARY DATES

December – ‘BLESSING THE CRIB’
1:30pm - Shopping Centre

Thursday 6th Dec – ‘AFTERNOON OF MUSIC’
2:00pm – Salvation Army Citadel
Sunday 9th December – ‘ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE’
3:00pm to 4:30pm – Clydebank Town Hall
Message by Rev Dr Ruth H.B. Morrison
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The weather as we go to print hasn’t been all that bad. However, as we go
into December things could get a lot colder. That is when the more elderly
and vulnerable amongst us are at most risk.
Why not keep an eye out for someone who lives nearby & is less able than
you are and make sure that all is well with them each day.
They will feel so much better in the knowledge that someone is keeping
watch... and you just might feel a whole lot better too, in the knowledge that
you are a ‘Good Samaritan’ - Luke 10:25-37
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

:

WATERFRONT Advent Services 2018
Sunday, December 2nd............... Advent Communion - 11:30 am.
Sunday, December 9th............... ‘Gift Sunday’ Service - 11:30 am.
Sunday December 16th............. ‘Morning Worship’ - 11:30am
‘Christingle Service’ - 6:30pm
th
Wednesday December 19 ...... ‘Blue Christmas’ Service - 7:00pm
Thursday December 20th.......... Whitecrook School Service. 10:00am
Sunday December 23rd.............. Nativity Service - 11:30am.
Monday December 24th............. Watchnight Service - 11:15pm.
Sunday December 30th.............. Morning Worship - 11:30am.

2019
Sunday January 6th 2018........ Morning worship at 10am*
*Please remember that from Sunday 6th January,
until the last Sunday in June, Sunday Morning Worship will take place

at the earlier start time of 10am.

Thank you for all your support during 2018!

Have a Happy and Joyful Christmas
and a

Peaceful New Year
...and may all our thoughts and pr ayer s be with those whose
Christmas is not as i t should b e.

