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Dear Friends, 
Recently, in worship, I made reference to a book I was 
reading called Scattered and Gathered, produced by 
the London Institution for Contemporary Christianity. I 
showed a simple graph which highlighted that, whilst on 
a Sunday we come together as a gathered community 
to worship, most of the week you and I are scattered in 
the world, finding ourselves alongside people who don’t 
know Jesus. We reminded ourselves of our calling to 

be and share the good news of God’s love. My hunch, which was confirmed 
by many of you, is that whilst we do have a living faith, most of us aren’t very 
comfortable talking about it. There are many reasons for this. Maybe it’s to 
do with a feeling that faith is a private thing and perhaps, more than anything, 
it’s because we haven’t had much practice sharing it with others! 
 

Whatever the reason, you and I need to grow in confidence and be able to 
chat as easily about our faith, as we do about the weather! For, with 
gentleness and respect, you and I are called to ‘always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have’ (1 Peter 3.15). We are expected, not to push our faith upon others, 
but be able, when asked, to talk about what Jesus means to us. For sure, 
our faith is a very personal thing, but it should never be so private that others 
don’t know that we go to church and that we are Christians. In fact, our words 
and actions should already make us stand out and be inviting curiosity. 
 

One of the ways we can gain confidence is by participating in our Lent Bible 
Study – an opportunity to chat, not with strangers, but with each other about 
faith, as we dig a little deeper. Why not commit yourself to that study for 5 
weeks as we journey towards Easter – the day that really does remind us 
what hope in Jesus is all about!  
The week after that (April 19th), our Elders will be leading us in worship, an 
opportunity for them to share their faith with you and, as the weeks unfold, 
you can be sure that I will be providing more occasions in worship for folks 
to share their faith and help us think about the impact we can make where 
we are.  I believe, more than ever, that it is my role as Minister to equip you 
for the task of growing in faith and confidence and enabling us all to be 
sharers of God’s love. 
 

So, let’s take our ‘everyday, ordinary life – our sleeping, eating, going-to-
work and walking around life – and place it before God as an offering’ 
(Romans 12.1-2) – who knows what God might do! 
Love & Blessings. 
Your Minister, 

Ruth 



 
To try to ensure that no entry is missed, the magazine shows the previous 3 months 
contributors. (i.e. This March Edition shows December 2019 & January & February 2020). 

The 2020 Flower Calendar is available on the Red Noticeboard.  
If you would like to add your name to it, perhaps to mark a special birthday, 
anniversary or to remember a loved one, please do so and Ishbel Hood will 
most gratefully receive your donation.  
Please note that there is no set amount – please give what you wish.  
 

All flowers displayed in the sanctuary each Sunday are distributed to the 
elderly, infirm, sick and bereaved within our Church Community. If you are 
willing to help with the purchase of flowers and / or distribute them, then 
again, please speak to Ishbel who can put your name on the rota.  

 
 
 
 

 

	

December	2019	
	
	
	
	
	

January	2020	
	
	

February	2020	
	
	

	

1st	
8th	
15th	
22nd	
	
29th	
12th	
19th	
26th	
9th	
23rd	

	

Rose	McGregor	
Jean	and	Catriona	
Moira	Adair	
The	Edwards	Family	
Wilma	Currie	
Anne	Hillis	
Anne	Cherry	
Ian	and	Jean	Brady	
Moira	Adair	
Agnes	Gold	
Rose	McGregor	
Lees	Family	
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Hello Everyone!  
See!  
The Winter is past, the rains are over and gone.  
Flowers appear on the Earth, the season of 
singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard 
in our land.  
Solomon 2 11-12 
 
I am not too sure if the rains are over and gone 
as I have thought recently an Ark might be 

preferable to a 60 bus for my journey from Maryhill to Clydebank!!  
 
The rains may return but there are certainly signs of Spring as the gloom of 
a post-Christmas Winter gives way to signs of renewal in lighter nights and 
budding flowers.  
The Earth and everything in it awakes from a Winter slumber having rested 
and been renewed. 
It’s at this time of year perhaps more than any other that we are astonished 
by the beauty of God's creation, a myriad of colours, shapes and sounds 
bursting forth and inspiring us to be part of something new, bright and ever 
evolving. 
 
In our journey together we look forward to the ideas that are being put 
forward by the Mission Groups at both churches some of which are already 
taking place. 
We are eager to participate in an exploration of Lent as we delve deeper 
into the Word of God and discover new meaning in familiar stories always 
realising that God presents us with both challenges and solutions as we 
read and discuss the scripture passages.  
 
We give thanks for those who have planted seeds of faith in our lives and 
may we encourage those for whom faith is a new experience to explore, 
flourish and take time to welcome Jesus into their lives. 
It is not a sprint but a journey.  
No one should need to travel alone as the church and everyone in it is 
called to be your companion on the road.  
Let us walk together, talk together and praise God for bringing us together.  
 
May the seeds of faith we scatter today blossom into acts of kindness, 
inclusion, charity and grace to serve our community as disciples of Jesus.  
Love and Blessings to you all.  

Lorraine (Pastoral Assistant)	 



For those who wished to ‘remember’ or simply wanted some time for 
contemplation with others in the same position, Waterfront once again 
hosted a Blue Christmas Service on Wednesday 11th December 2019.  

There was also plenty of time for a chat afterwards, over a cuppa and 
seasonal treats supplied by Iain & Lilian Davidson to whom many thanks. 

We hope that those who attended found it helpful & comforting and pray that 
2020 is a good year for everyone. Below are some pictures showing the 
Waterfront Chancel as it was on the evening. 

 

Peace be with you. 
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Well equipped spaces in the 
right places.  

A consultation report. December 2019  
 

Following on from the presentation of the Radical Action Plan at 
last Year’s General Assembly, a Consultation Report has been issued 
based on results of a Survey put out to congregations throughout 
Scotland, an extract of which is copied below… 
 

Built Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS) worked with the General 
Trustees of the Church of Scotland to undertake a nationwide consultation 
exercise on the future management of the Church of Scotland’s estate – 
entitled ‘Well equipped spaces in the right places’. The genesis of this 
process came from the document of the same name forming part of the 
Radical Action Plan presented to the General Assembly in April 2019, and 
the resultant positive response in relation to further development.  

Built Environment Forum Scotland (BEFS) is an umbrella body for 
organisations working in the built environment in Scotland. Drawing on 
extensive expertise in a membership-led forum, BEFS informs, debates 
and advocates on the strategic issues, opportunities and challenges facing 
Scotland’s historic and contemporary built environment.  

The General Trustees recognise that there is a major task facing the 
Church of Scotland to ensure that congregations have ‘well equipped 
spaces in the right places’. However, the General Trustees are encouraged 
by the positive developments that are already happening and would like to 
see the Church building on these. This Plan, taking into account the 
comments during the consultation process and if adopted by the General 
Assembly in 2020, will have to be implemented on a planned basis but with 
urgency, There is not a lot of time to determine and implement changes in 
ways that the estate is managed and developed.. It will have to be 
resourced and those resources will have to be looked at alongside other 
priorities identified within the Church. But carrying out a Plan, even over a 
period of time, should result in a slimmed down estate, of better quality, in 
the right place and managed on a more professional basis. And most 
importantly, provide spaces from which congregations can focus on 
worship and mission.  

The full report can be found on the ‘Church of Scotland’ Website under… 
Your views on the Church's plan for land and buildings 

at  
https://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news-and-events 



Our Christmas Fayre 2019 was held 
on Saturday December 7th and a good 
turn out on the day saw us raise the 
wonderful sum of £2060 for church 
funds. 

Below is a montage of pics to give 
some idea of how it went, including 

some of the helpers and winners of the Christmas Hamper prizes. Many 
thanks to everyone who came along and supported us in whatever way! 

	



Doesn’t time fly by – sometimes I can’t believe how 
quickly the weeks fly in.  I am so blessed to spend 
time with so many children and families exploring 
what faith means to them.  Let me introduce you to 
“Find It”, the toy pictured above.  
This toy has been on a journey to 
Messy Church, Mini Youth Group, 
Sunday Café and Schools.  When you 
take a first glance, all you can see are 
hundreds of tiny beads, but if you 

pause and take the time to look a little closer, there are 
items inside.  It’s a great way to show that faith is digging 
that little bit deeper and taking some time to explore.  
Underneath says “a container of adventure” – isn’t that the truth! 

Speaking of toys, I have been very privileged to have been asked to lead 
assemblies at Clydebank High School and the most recent one was based 
on the theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  It was based on the 
story of Steve Jobs who had amazing talent but had a tendency to be 
disagreeable with his staff and without the Pixar team pulling together, there 
would have been no Toy Story or Finding Nemo etc – you get the picture if 
you excuse the pun.  It went down well, but I started off with a joke in which 
not one teenager laughed – every day is a school day though and that will 
be very quickly scored off my “to do” list for the next time!!!  Tough crowd!   
I am very aware of the strength of teamwork too and am 
very lucky to have amazing teams who make my job so 
worthwhile and fun.  The primary schools are going well 
and I love getting to know the children each week. These 
are some photos from the most recent Mini Youth Group.  
Each month more children are joining and again it’s a 
pleasure to spend time with them with ages ranging from 
8 until 16.  Their last theme was “The Greatest Save” and 
we discussed the history of football – they built football 
stadiums with Magnetix and Lego and the more “crafty” children drew what 
faith meant to them.  Needless to say, we learned that the greatest save 
didn’t take place on the football pitch.  We raised £355 for ‘Socialbite’ 
following our sleepover before Christmas and would like to thank everyone 
for their generous donations.  In the next couple of months we will be visiting 
the residents of Frank Downie House and are really looking forward to this. 



Messy Church continues monthly with enthusiastic families.  Messy Science 
has proven especially popular and the children seem to really enjoy it. 
Thanks so much to everyone for their contributions of jars for the most recent 
Messy Church – the jars of hope went down very well! The new 
Emoji Group for older children has gone down well with young 
people exploring faith through tai chi, films and games. 

It is my intention to have monthly after school meetings with young 
people, similar to cosy café .  I believe it is through relationships and 
conversations that faith is nurtured and this will be starting soon.  Hopefully 
these young people will venture out like Nemo on a new adventure!  Thanks 
so much again to everyone for their support and friendship.  ~ Gillian x 
 

Clydebank	Churches	Together	
Service	for	

‘World	Day	of	Prayer’	
Waterfront	Church	

Friday	March	6th	at	2pm	
…Rise, take your mat & walk… 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+ 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+ 



Our Sunday School Children once again excelled themselves with their 
2019 rendition of the Nativity Story.  

A lot of practice and learning of songs went into the final production, so well 
done one & all. A special mention goes to Catherine MacDonald for making 
the last-minute soldiers costumes which, unfortunately, don’t appear in the 
pics. Many thanks also to Bill Kean for his Piano Accompaniment and to 
Isobel Speirs for stepping in as a reader with Sophie. The children all enjoyed 
their experience and, most importantly, so did the congregation. 



Scottish Coffee Morning. 
In a ‘hats off’ to celebrate our National 

Bard, the Special Projects Group at 

Waterfront hosted a ‘Scottish Coffee 
Morning’ on the 25

th
 January and 

raised almost £300 for Church Funds. 

Many thanks to all who supported the 

effort in any way and we have attached 

some pics… ‘To see oursels as ithers 
see us!’ … Boom! Boom! 

 

 



Our ‘Carols Round the Tree’ held on Sunday evening of 15 December, 
once more took on a ‘Christingle’ theme. 

A good turnout of Christmas Jumpers, Hats, Earrings and who knows what 
else, set the scene and our brewer-in-chief, Steven, once again had the 
Mulled Wine ‘brewing’ all afternoon in readiness for the ‘Carol Singers’ arrival. 
(You are getting good at this Steven… pity it is seasonal work!!!) 

Anyway, with everyone sitting comfortably, Ruth took over and lead us 
through the singing of all our favourite Christmas Carols, old and new, with 
Bible Readings and stories. Below is just a taste of the good time had by all. 



/	Thank You ! 
As we pay off all our dues to balance the church books at the end of 
the financial year, it is always remarkable the ‘wee things’ that our 

congregation (and others) do to help! 
As well as all the larger ‘organised events’, as reported in this magazine, 
the following have also helped helped in their own way, in making sure that 
we are in a better place financially…  

– Maureen Grummitt set all our 
brains into overdrive with her ‘Scottish Place Name Quiz’ and in doing so 
the contestants raised a wonderful £112. 
 

Christmas Greetings – Carol Lang suggested that we offer the 
congregation the chance to send their Christmas Greetings in the Church 
Magazine instead of sending individual cards. Due to time restraints on the 
Magazine publish date, this was extended to a display on the Notice Board. 
The bottom line was lots of Christmas Greetings… AND £175 towards 
church funds.  

Many thanks… and belated Christmas Wishes to you all!

 



  

Snowman Drive 
 

 
 
 
 
                    
 



 

After 29 years working with the 

Scottish Ambulance Service,  

Bessie Gray has decided to hang up 

her stethoscope and, in her own 

words… “get some ‘me time’”.  
 

Based initially at Glasgow West 
(Gartnavel), Bessie moved to the 

Clydebank Ambulance Station when it 
opened in 1996. She worked firstly with 
Patient Transport, before training as a 

Technician and qualifying as a 
Paramedic in 1997.  

 

We wish Bessie all the very best for 

a long and happy retirement! 
	

Well Done Bessie! 

============================================================================ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 and talking of ‘May’ J … 
An Irish Toast 

May there always be work for your hands to do, 

May your purse always have a coin or two; 

May the sun always shine on your window pane, 

May a rainbow be certain to follow each rain; 

May the hand of a friend always be near you, 

Their hearts full of warmth and gladness to cheer you. 

TEA BAR 
 

A huge thank you to May Irvine and all her helpers for 
their hospitality on Sunday mornings after worship.  

Not only do they provide a welcome cuppa after flexing 
the old vocal cords in the hymn singing but, in taking a 
wee donation from the eager customers, they last year 

raised a whopping £1200 towards Church Funds.  
MANY THANKS TO ONE AND ALL! 


