October 2020

Welcome Message
Dear friends,
As I sat down to write these words, the phone rang. At the other end was a lady
who was informing me about the death of a relative. As we chatted, I asked if it
had been peaceful and back came the response, ‘Yes, thankfully, God is good.’
It struck me in that moment, that even in the worst of times and circumstances, if
we look for it, there is always something to be thankful for. Of course, it doesn’t
always feel like that and, as the months of living with Covid-19 roll on and we enter
another season of the year, we are all too aware that things are not as we would
like them to be. Apart from opening for private prayer, our church building is still
closed for worship and regular activities. We don’t have the freedom to go into one
another’s homes and being together outside and around the meal table in a
restaurant is much curtailed. We long for what was and wonder what next. We are tired, weary and ready for
Coronavirus to be confined to the history books! Yet, even in these times we have much to be grateful for.
A week ago I came across a lovely idea to help us visualise our gratitude. You get a pumpkin and every day you
write something upon it that you are thankful for. We started it as a family on 1st October and so far we have
things like rainbows, puddles, chilli con carne, Paw Patrol and long-lies written upon it. There are other things like
health, helping hands, understanding and communication. It has become a
lovely part of our evening together, as we take the pumpkin after dinner and
ask each other, what are you grateful for today? The truth is, when you start
to think about that question, it becomes hard to choose just one thing. For we
are blessed and in turn, are called upon by God to be a blessing.
At the moment, there is lots that we still cannot do, but as Christians there is
still plenty of work to be getting on with, not least as we turn our attention to
Harvest, which we will celebrate online on Sunday 11th October. It’s a time
when we celebrate and give thanks to God for creation and its provision and
for all those who work hard to ensure that we are fed; as well as turning our attention outwards and
remembering to share what we have with those who still do not have enough in a world of plenty. And so, whilst
this year will be different in many ways, our call to help others locally and globally has not changed and will not be
forgotten. Our Kirk Sessions have chosen three charities and invite you to consider offering an online donation or
sending a cheque to: Glasgow City Mission, Old Kilpatrick Food Parcels (OKFP) and/or Christian Aid(Contact Info is supplied at end of newsletter).
The need is great and Covid-19 has in many ways highlighted and exacerbated the problem of poverty. During this
time, Dalmuir Barclay Church has been used as a hub for OKFP and if you would prefer to drop in some food or a
monetary donation to help folks locally, then you can do so on any Wednesday at Dalmuir Barclay throughout
October between 12 and 2pm.
The world might sometimes seem dark and the current situation might often feel unrelenting, but in and through
it all, let us remember that God is unchanging and that we can give thanks because His love for us and all the
world is forever. So, if I were to give you a pumpkin and a pen, what would you say that you are thankful for
today? Stay safe, keep well and remember that God loves you … God is good!
With love and blessings,

Ruth

P.S.~ over

P.S. I’m conscious that many of you might have read those words and be saying to yourself, ‘Yes, but what about
the building? When can we get back?’ I’m delighted to say that having spent a great deal of time, effort and
preparation on our behalf, the Covid-19 Task Group has made it possible for us to re-open once a month for
private prayer. The next session of this takes places on Wednesday 21st October from 1:30 - 3.00pm. I know that
this doesn’t seem a lot, but it is a start and a step in the right direction and my sincerest thanks to all those who
helped make this possible. Please be assured that the Covid-19 Task Group and Kirk Session review the situation
regularly. We will return to the building fully when we believe that it is wise and safe to do so. In the meantime,
please do have a look at the health risks assessment tool, that will help you make an informed decision about
your return to the building when we do eventually open during the ongoing pandemic.

Ruth

Lorraine's Harvest Prayer
God of all Seasons we praise the splendour of your world.
The myriad of colour and texture and fragrance.
We give thanks for all who bring the harvest to our table and pray for
those for whom the table is bare.
May we as your servants be a source of provision for others.
Let us also provide food for the soul with acts of compassion, words of
consolation and the sharing of Your Word.
Lord God in the rustle of the leaves, the breeze in the trees and the
singing of the birds may we hear your voice call to us and lead us to cherish and
preserve this world and all its people.
Teach us Lord to appreciate the joy of the differences in seasons and in people, all part
of your plan and your grace.
May we produce a harvest of hope in your name and for your purpose.
Amen
CHILDREN & FAMILY WORK

Well folks, it’s time to get my trainers on again – let’s go! Can you help us? Mini Youth Group’s focus for the next
couple of months is recycling, in particular plastic and concentrating on our homeless community. Last year, an
English charity had a fantastic idea to collect crisp wrappers, wash and cut them open and fuse them together to
make either survival sheets or bivi bags for the homeless. Their inspiration for this was “when you have nothing,
this is something”. What a great idea – to give people something that will protect their clothing and blankets
from being drenched. But it is so much more than that.
It is the recognition that children feel an empathy for other people less fortunate than themselves and feel God’s
spirit urging them to take action and do something about it. Once the wrappers are fused together, they have a
plastic coating ironed on (recycled of course) and it is our intention to distribute them before Christmas, with a
little written message of comfort and hope from the children.
It takes 80 years for crisp wrappers to decompose and they are currently
one of the most single use plastic offenders. We would really appreciate it
if we could collect as many as possible and I will get my trainers on and
collect them from your home (socially distanced and masked of course!).
As we often say at the end of the Mini Youth Group “Do the best that you
can do, be the best you can be, give all that you can and help others to
see, that the rich and the poor, the great and the small, should be treated
the same, for God loves us all”.
God Bless,

Gillian x
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Financial News
As you can imagine, our income continues to be adversely affected by the Covid situation.
Thank you if you have recently switched to Standing Order for your offerings or if you have contacted
your Elder, Ruth or Tom requesting them to collect the WFO envelopes that you have been saving.
Thanks to Marion MacVean and Fiona Sinclair, these are being recorded and banked on a regular basis
with the next count being held on Wednesday 4th November - All monies to be received by then, please!
It would help us greatly if you might consider supporting the church by Standing Order. A Standing Order
form was enclosed with the last Newsletter but if you would like to know more about this and Gift Aid,
please contact either myself (07917 822 632) or Ken McKie.
Regards

Joan McLaren
PS - The Church of Scotland website now has a donate button and you can also donate to your own
church this way.

Normally we would have pictures and banners etc., etc., to announce big dates in the lives of our
congregation. Although things are far from normal, we would still like to offer our warmest best
wishes to the following people who have already had big days this year.

Catriona Brash & Philip Falconer… both 60!
Moira Edwards, Ishbel Hood & Tom MacDonald... all 70!
Bobby Edwards & George McKerracher... both 75!
Margaret Wilson... 80!
Alex Little & Nan King... both 90!
Jean McFarlane... a wonderful 95 years young!

George & Milna McKerracher... 50 Golden years!
Billy & Margaret Murray... 60 Diamond years!

We would also like to say

‘GOOD LUCK’
to Louisa White who has now started
P1 at Goldenhill Primary School and
to Sophie Cameron who is now in
S1 at Dumbarton Academy.
Love & best wishes to you both.
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To make you think...
The following is taken from the 'Church of
Scotland - Reopening of Buildings Guidelines'
which some of you will have already read...
We would ask that you take a few moments to do
your own ‘Risk Assessment’ – & BE HONEST!
Circle the ‘scores’ that applies to you and add
them all up.
A total score of under 3 indicates a lower risk, but
you should still be following the guidance for
staying safe.
A total score of 3-5 suggests a greater risk and
you should consider ways of reducing your risk
by taking additional precautions or avoiding
some activities.
A total score of 6 or more suggests a high risk
and indicates that you should continue to work or
participate in church life from your home.
The above is not to frighten you in any way… It

is to keep YOU safe!

Ways to stay connected
Minister:

Rev Dr Ruth Morrison: 0141 941 3317 (home) or 07557657079 (mobile)
RMorrison@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk: Mr Tom MacDonald: 0141 952 3354, tom.macdonald@ntlworld.com
Worship on-line
The Sunday service can be watched at 10 am (or any time thereafter) on the Waterfront Parish Church Facebook
site and it is heartening to see how many folks are engaging with it.
The service is also available on the Waterfront Church YouTube channel and if you would like to watch it by this
method, please contact Tom MacDonald who will send you the link each week or simply subscribe to the Waterfront
YouTube
page.
Dial-a-service: 0141 278 6595 to hear the Sunday morning service on your telephone.
Zoom Chats: Zoom chats are held on a Sunday morning at 11.30am.
DVD of Morning Service: We are now burning DVDs of the Sunday morning service so that you can watch the
service on your television. If you would like a DVD, please contact Ruth or your Elder.

Many Thanks
Many thanks go to all those who are continuing to phone around and keeping in touch with other members of our
congregation, especially those who are perhaps unable to get out and about as much as they would like.
I know that this has been much appreciated by all. THANK YOU, ONE & ALL!

STAY SAFE!

HARVEST CHARITY GIVING contact information...
Glasgow City Mission - Helping the homeless in and around Glasgow and our preferred charity over many
years.... https://www.glasgowcitymission.com
Old Kilpatrick Parcels -Old Kilpatrick Food Parcels help any resident of Old Kilpatrick, Bowling & Dalmuir,
without the need for a referral. Facebook page for up to date information https://www.facebook.com/OldKilpatrick-Food-Parcels
Christian Aid - https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/give-money
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