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2 Introduction

Ethos

There is a particular ethos behind this material: it’s all about story. When we spill the beans about anything, we tell 
the story of what happened and we share the story of what that means for us. 

We believe story is the lifeblood of faith. In story we can tell the truth and speak with honesty about things for 
which there are not yet words. Story contains mystery and is the poetry that forms faith. Stories grow as we grow 
and can reveal new truths at different times in our lives.

So we believe giving stories to people is one of the most important things we can do in sharing our faith. Children 
and adults hold stories in their being and keep coming back to them throughout life. Our culture is stored in story. 
The same is true for our faith.

We believe in telling story. This material is simply the retelling of our faith stories. It always starts with the story 
each week. Then each activity is simply a way to engage the story and enable children and adults to imbed the 
story, capturing different aspects of it, highlighting different images that help us hold the story in our beings.

But we believe these faith stories ought to be able to mingle with our own life stories, our day-to-day experiences. 
So as activities are engaged, it is important to ask people to retell the faith story along with their own story of that 
week. It’s the tangle of life stories with faith stories that perhaps make both real.

We believe one story is the lens through which we hear other stories. Faith narratives create a web: if we think 
about water, then what other stories involving water do we find in the Bible; if we are reflecting on forgiveness, 
what other stories of forgiveness can we hear. During activities the question ought to be asked: does this story 
remind you of other stories in the Bible. Stories don’t exist on their own but in a diverse web each feeding the other. 

We believe that as we grow we reflect in different ways on the faith stories we hold. Our idea is to invest these 
stories in people, offering each as a gift of faith. The story may be understood in a literal way during younger years, 
then with questions about their historical accuracy as people move into teenage years and then move into a third 
stage where we hear the story again for the first time, but this time holding the meaning, the deep down truth in 
the story that helps it shape our living and how we understand and engage with the world in justice and in grace. 
Story holds the faith more honestly and in a much deeper way than any creed and doctrine. 

Join us and spill the beans.

Spill the Beans Team
For this initial pilot project the team producing these resources 
has included:

Jane Bentley
Shirley Billes
Liz Crumlish
Roddy Hamilton
Karen Harbison

Peter Johnston
Jo Love
Jen Robertson
Barbara Ann Sweetin

For more information about Spill the Beans, please contact 
Roddy Hamilton at rghamilton@ntlworld.com.

Key to Abbreviations

In the Music Suggestions section the following abbreviations 
are used:

CH Church Hymnary, 4th Edition 
JP  Junior Praise
MP  Mission Praise
WGRG Wild Goose Worship Group
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Using Spill the Beans

One of the many memorable inventions in J.K. 
Rowling’s alternative world is “Bertie Bott’s Every 
Flavour Beans”. You never know what flavour you are 
going to get, from Apple or Chocolate to Worcestershire 
Sauce or Parsnip, even Earwax!

It is our hope that with every week of Spill the 
Beans you will find a range of different ideas that 
will encourage you to explore the depth of different 
flavours in each week’s theme.

Like a huge bowl of multi-coloured jelly beans or 
a table laid out with a rich feast, no one should be 
expected to consume everything!

Worship Ideas

These are a few ideas that possibly expand the theme 
and offer words, phrases, poetry and ideas that could 
be used in some way in worship. They are not to 
be used exactly as they are but ought to be edited 
and expanded to suit the culture of your own faith 
community.  

Each week we provide a selection of words, ideas and 
creative moments to take the theme and the passage 
a little further. We do not provide a ready made 
service or perfect prayers but ideas and pointers that 
hopefully scratch at your own creativity and provoke 
heaven’s imagination within you. 

Age-Group Ideas

How to use the material in age-groups:

1. It presumes some introduction to the story will 
have taken place in worship together or will play 
a part in the service when children join it later.

2. Depending on the make-up of your own groups 
of children you will need to keep flexible in how 
you use the material.

3. Before the sit-down activities if you have a 
group of young children or lots of boys, you may 
want to add a run-around type game before the 
gathering time to expend some energy.

4. Use the gathering time exercise to get into 
the story. Begin with a circle where the whole 
Sunday School is together and do this activity 
together (Gathering circle time).

5. Then retell the story together (it should have 
been told already in worship if you begin 
together there).

6. Follow that by choosing as many or as few 
activities your space and time allow. You could 
offer a number of activities each at different 
stations all at the same time for all ages to self-
select with a teacher staffing each one, or have 
traditional classes.

7. During activities, ask children to retell the story 
to you and ask about their week, what was 
happy and what was sad and if this week’s story 
reminds them of other biblical and personal 
stories. 

8. The intention is not to complete “the task” 
brilliantly, but rather to provide opportunities to 
begin conversations, build relationships, retell 
the story of the day, and talk about what it might 
have felt like then and what it means for us 
today.

9. Bring everyone back together and use the 
Gathering Back Together exercise to reflect and 
look forward to the following week.
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Easter 2
Sunday 11 April 2010

First Things First
John 20: 19-31

General Background
This is Low Sunday. The Sunday after Easter might seem 
like a low point after the resurrection hype. The story of the 
disciples locked away chimes with this explanation. Low is 
actually Laus —Praise Sunday—the opposite of what we might 
expect, because the Resurrection has changed everything.

Biblical Background

John 20:19-31 (The Message)

Later on that day, the disciples had gathered together, but, 
fearful of the Jews, had locked all the doors in the house. 
Jesus entered, stood among them, and said, “Peace to 
you.” Then he showed them his hands and side.

The disciples, seeing the Master with their own eyes, 
were exuberant. Jesus repeated his greeting: “Peace to 
you. Just as the Father sent me, I send you.”

Then he took a deep breath and breathed into them. 
“Receive the Holy Spirit,” he said. “If you forgive 
someone’s sins, they’re gone for good. If you don’t forgive 
sins, what are you going to do with them?”

But Thomas, sometimes called the Twin, one of the 
Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. The other 
disciples told him, “We saw the Master.”

But he said, “Unless I see the nail holes in his hands, put 
my finger in the nail holes, and stick my hand in his side, I 
won’t believe it.”

Eight days later, his disciples were again in the room. 
This time Thomas was with them. Jesus came through 
the locked doors, stood among them, and said, “Peace to 
you.”

Then he focused his attention on Thomas. “Take your 
finger and examine my hands. Take your hand and stick it 
in my side. Don’t be unbelieving. Believe.”

Thomas said, “My Master! My God!”

Jesus said, “So, you believe because you’ve seen with 
your own eyes. Even better blessings are in store for 
those who believe without seeing.”

Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are 
written down in this book. These are written down so you 
will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
in the act of believing, have real and eternal life in the 
way he personally revealed it.

It must be quite a blow to have discovered, while you were 
out doing something unimportant, perhaps just filling in the 
time, that the man you’ve followed and now heard rumoured 
to have been resurrected comes back to see you and you’ve 
gone out for the afternoon. Typical! Perhaps you’d go in 
to denial and say things like: “Aye, right!”, “You’re joking 
me!”, “There’s no way that’s true!” But then perhaps it was. 
Remember you’ve seen stuff over the last three years you 
would never have believed: people sharing enough of what 
they had to feed more than 5,000, people turning their lives 
around from being the neighbourhood baddie to being the 
local saint, religion scholars going red in the face and losing 
the argument. Someone coming back from the dead may not 
be quite so ridiculous.

Is there space for forgiveness here? Is there space to forgive 
the denial of Thomas, or, even better for Thomas, space for 
him to let go of the denial? Perhaps Thomas denies Jesus 
because he can’t bring himself to believe it. Surely faith is 
never about believing 12 impossible things before breakfast 
but more about swallowing hard and trusting the bigger 
picture? This can lead us to see the ‘what-ifs’ and the ‘why 
can’t that be true’ moments as pointers to that bigger picture, 
rather than just as tests of our faith. Then we see that life 
is more tenacious than we thought, that grace is a bigger 
world-changer than conflict, that justice redeems even those 
who are unjust, that forgiveness moves people on, including 
ourselves into a life that was once thought impossible. 

So the first thing to do after resurrection is forgive and let go 
what holds the dream back. Does that mean Jesus is saying 



it isn’t eternal life that’s going to change injustice, hunger 
and conflict in this world? Is he saying that forgiveness will 
bring about this transformation because justice, banquets 
for the hungry, and peace-making form part of the dream? 
Resurrection won’t feed people, but forgiveness might. And 
that’s the bigger picture we deny too easily. 

Link with theme
Perhaps believing in the big stuff of our creeds and faith 
isn’t what makes us faith-ers, but trusting and following 
through ways of building new kinds of relationships. That 
is what forgiveness does. All the saints of the world could 
have believed in resurrection or reincarnation or Nirvana or 
whatever. What sets them apart is how they related to people 
with compassion, grace and love.

The material looks at new life through new relationships.

Worship Ideas
Gathering Rite
What do we bring?
We bring ourselves.

What does Christ ask?
He asks for our lives.

What does Christ offer?
The breath of life,
and the peace of God.

Symbolic Actions

Pass the Peace 

Like Chinese whispers, pass the peace of God by whispering 
the peace of God to each other right round the congregation.

This would probably be better received than the tradition of 
breathing on each other!

Creative Moments

Ironing Board Communion 

Place an ironing board in a central place and serve either 
communion or an agape meal from it. Jesus broke bread with 
people right where they were, in the midst of doing what 
they did everyday. 

This speaks of auld claes and 
porridge but within the very 
ordinary, we find Jesus. Life 
is constantly transformed by 
sacramental moments. 

Alternatively images like this could be used as 
visual aids, or stations to reflect on before and after 
the service. Other suggestions are coffee tables, upturned 
boxes, a pile of used mugs, all with bread and wine among 
them.

Meditation
I needed to escape that room.
The others were ripping my knitting,
going over and over and over,
blaming each other,
recriminating constantly.
So I baled out
just to get some space,
to vent some of my frustration.
It was over.
What were we all sticking around for anyway?
I was really making some headway
working out what I was going to do next,
and then they came to find me.
Came to rub it in more like!
They said Jesus had come back.
Yeah right!
Good one!
I just called their bluff,
told them he’d have to come find me.
I wasn’t about to believe what they’d concocted between them,
just to wind me up.
I went back to see the others,
tell them my plans for the future,
say: “so long”,
and that’s when it happened:
Jesus slipped into the room.
How, I’ll never know,
but he gave me proof,
embraced me with his wounded body.
He came back
for me.

Music Suggestions
• From heaven you came (MP 162 / CH 374)
• How often we, like Thomas (CH 432)
• In Christ alone (MP 1072)
• Shout for joy! (CH 676)
• Thine be the glory (MP 689 / CH 419)
• Why? (Fischy Music from the album “I wonder... why?”)
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Dialogue

A dialogue for two voices telling 
a well known story.

Voice 1: In the early years of the 20th 
century there was an Orthodox 
monastery somewhere in 
eastern Europe. 

 The monastery had fallen 
on hard times. In previous 
centuries it was the mother 
house of a great monastic 
order, but after hundreds of 
years of persecution of religious 
orders, and in an age which 
believed that orthodoxy was 
no longer relevant to people’s 
lives, the abbot and four 
monks at the monastery knew 
themselves to be the last 
members of the order for the five remaining monks 
hadn’t been able to attract any younger folk to join 
them. Since each of these monks was over the age 
of 70 the order was doomed.

Voice 2: In the deep woods surrounding the monastery there 
was a little hut that a rabbi from town occasionally 
used for retreat and contemplation. Being a great 
holy man the monks could feel his presence in the 
woods when he was there. It occurred to the abbot 
to visit the rabbi’s cabin and ask the rabbi if he could 
offer any advice that might save the monastery. 

Voice 1: When the rabbi saw the abbot coming up the path, 
he went out to greet him and bring him inside. But 
when the abbot explained his question, the rabbi 
could only grieve with him. “I know how it is,” he 
said. “The spirit has gone out of the people. It is 
the same in my town. Almost no one comes to the 
synagogue anymore.” So the old abbot and the old 
rabbi wept together. When the time came for the 
abbot to leave, they embraced each other as they 
parted. 

Voice 2: “It has been a wonderful thing that we should meet 
after all these years,” the abbot said, “but is there 
anything you can tell me, some advice that would 
help save my dying order?” 

 “I’m sorry,” the rabbi responded. “I have no advice to 
give. The only thing I can tell you is that the Messiah 
is one of you.”

Voice 1: When the abbot returned to the monastery his 
companions gathered around him to ask, “Well, what 
did the rabbi say?” 

 “He couldn’t help,” the abbot answered. “We just 
wept together. The only thing he did say, just as I 
was leaving—it was something cryptic—was that the 
Messiah is one of us. I don’t know what he meant.” 

Voice 2: In the days and weeks and months that followed, the 
old monks pondered the rabbi’s words The Messiah 
is one of us? Could he possibly have meant one of us 

monks here at the monastery? If that’s 
the case, which one? Do you suppose 
he meant the abbot? Yes, if he meant 
anyone, he probably meant Father 
Abbot. After all, he’s been our leader 
for over twenty years. But if he meant 
Father Abbot, why didn’t he say so? On 
the other hand, he might have meant 
Brother Thomas. Thomas is so gentle 
and kind, we all know that he’s truly a 

holy man. 

Voice 1: Certainly he didn’t mean Brother David! David gets so 
crotchety. Although, when you look back on it, even 
though Brother David is a thorn in our sides, he’s 
nearly always right. Exceedingly right. So maybe the 
rabbi did mean Brother David. 

Voice 2: Well, the rabbi couldn’t possibly have meant Aloysius. 
Aloysius is so passive, a real nobody. But then, 
almost mysteriously, he has a gift for somehow 
always being here when you need him. He just 
magically appears by your side. Maybe Aloysisus is 
the Messiah. 

Voice 1: As they contemplated in this manner, the old monks 
began to treat each other with extraordinary respect 
on the off chance that one among them might be 
the Messiah. And on the off, off chance that each 
monk himself might be the Messiah, they began to 
treat themselves with extraordinary respect. 

 Because the forest in which it was situated was 
beautiful, people still occasionally came to visit the 
monastery to picnic on its tiny lawn or to wander 
along some of its paths. As they did so, without 
even being conscious of it, they sensed this aura of 
extraordinary respect that now began to surround the 
five old monks and seemed to radiate out from them 
and permeate the atmosphere of the place. There 
was something strangely attractive, even compelling, 
about it. Hardly knowing why, they began to come 
back to the monastery more frequently to picnic, 
to play, to pray. They began to bring their friends 
to show them this special place. And their friends 
brought their friends. 

Voice 2: Then it happened that some of the younger folks 
who came to visit the monastery started to talk 
more and more with the old monks. After a while 
one asked if he could join them. Then another. And 
another. So within a few years the monastery had 
once again become a thriving order and, thanks to 
the rabbi’s cryptic gift, a vibrant centre of light. 
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Age-Group Ideas
Some ideas to get you going with your age groups. Pick ‘n’ 
Mix from these ideas, add your own, and enjoy your time 
with the children.

Gathering Introductory Activity

Circle Time

You will need: 

• symbols of the faith.

Sit everyone in a circle but unseen to all, remove one or two 
people to another room (with a couple of adults). This 
ought to be organised before hand. 

In the middle of the circle there are symbols 
of the faith such as a cross, candle, bread 
and wine which connect everyone to the events 
of Jesus’ life over the last few weeks. Hold a 
conversation about what stories the objects remind everyone 
of, and ask who is willing to tell the story? 

Suddenly break the conversation asking who is missing (if it 
hasn’t already been noticed). When you bring them in, invite 
the others to tell the people who were missing about the 
stories behind the objects on the table. This should lead in to 
a retelling of this week’s story together.

Offering
Children repeat the last word twice each time:

God of journeys (journeys, journeys)
Be our companion (companion, companion)
As we walk with Jesus (Jesus, Jesus) 
And learn about love (love, love)
May we give (give, give)
All that we are (are, are)
And find you (you, you)
In everyone (one, one)

Engage with the Story

You will need: 

• everyone in the circle or in the learning spaces
• if you can create a story telling space, cushions and 

chair, all the better

It was late in the day, we were locked in a room,
Cooried in together in the gathering gloom,
Emptied of hope, filled with fear,
Knowing the danger that was all too near.

How did he do it? I’ll never know!
First that I knew it, was a whispering low,
A hand on my shoulder, breath on my face,
Suddenly we’re standing in a holy place!

“Peace, peace,” was all that he said,
And ebbing away went our sense of dread,
He held out his hands, he showed us his side,
The scars, the wounds, of the crucified.

I heard myself saying, “Jesus, it’s you!”
Then he kissed us each one, saying, “Here’s what to do —
The breath of the spirit in you will live,
You have the freedom and power to forgive!”

What a mighty surprise for us all to share.
But what about Thomas? He hadn’t been there.
We found him and told him as soon as we could,
But none of our convictions did any good!

“You want me to buy this crazy delusion?
Jesus is gone, don’t add to my confusion!
Unless with my own eyes I see him again,
How can I believe what you’re saying, my friends?”

A week went by, we were doing alright,
Just sticking together by day and by night,
A dirty not-quite dozen, a holy huddle,
Still locking the doors in case of trouble,

And that’s when it happened, just like before,
Jesus, right there, coming through the locked door!
“Peace”... then to Thomas he turned his gaze,
“Touch, if you need to, I’ll not be fazed.”

“My God! My Lord!” Thomas fell to his knees
He was laughing, he was crying, “Now I see!”
Then a word to all who would trust by sight,
“Blessed be the trusting not shown such light”

I have many more stories not in this book,
But these are given that you might have a look
At Jesus and the God he lived to reveal
To lead us into life, eternal and real!
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Games

Kim’s Game

You will need:

• various objects
• a tray
• a cloth to cover objects

Play a version of Kim’s Game where objects are missing from 
a tray. 

Use this as a way to engage people in a conversation about 
things that are missing. Starter questions might be:

Creative Activity & Craft Ideas

The Blanket  Central Creative Activity

You will need:

• a garden net
• yellow ribbons or strips of paper
• pens or crayons

Over the next seven weeks there will be a central activity that 
ties all the stories together. It centres round the creation of a 
net, adding to it, recreating it, transforming it as the post-
Easter story evolves. It would be a good idea to take photos 
of it each week so that the story can be retold at Pentecost 
through the photos. Indeed, if there were to be a church 
presentation, the photos could be projected for the whole 
congregation to see.

Week One:

Talk about the story of Jesus coming into the 
room with the disciples and some of the first 
words he says: “Peace be with you.” Talk about 
peace and why is it so important to Jesus. As the 
discussion progresses think about where we want peace in our 
living: playgrounds, classes, homes, world etc. As these are 
mentioned invite everyone to take a ribbon or strip of paper, 
and write where they would like people to live peacefully or 
draw a symbol or picture of that place. 

Weave these into the net. At the end of the activity, go back 
over them and turn this into a prayer litany using the words: 

We believe in peace. 

We believe Jesus came in peace. 

We pray for peace in_________ (naming those places 
written on the net).

Forgiveness Stencils Craft

You will need:

• sheets of black A4 paper
• sheets of white A4 paper
• cut out the word forgiven from the black sheet so you 

can use it as a stencil.

On the black paper write the word FORGIVEN ready to be cut 
out like a stencil. The white sheet is blank. 

Invite everyone to think of something they may have done 
but really feel bad about now. Perhaps it was something they 
said or did. Instead of telling you about it, ask them to think 

about it and use crayons to colour in the white sheet of paper. 
If they feel angry about what they did then colour the sheet in 
angrily with colours that reflect that emotion. If they feel sad, 
colour in the sheet with sad colours, and so on. There may be 
a range of different emotions and colours on each sheet.

Once the whole white sheet is covered in different colours 
of crayon, give everyone their FORGIVEN sheet to place over 
it. The various colours they’ve used will make a colourful and 
bright sign saying Forgiven. This exercise is a creative way of 
helping young people express that they are sorry for what 
they did.

During this activity engage people in conversation about the 
story of Jesus appearing to the disciples and other stories of 
forgiveness in the Bible.

FORGIVEN
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• How do you notice things are missing? 

• What does it feel like when something goes missing? 

• How do you think Thomas felt when he missed out 
seeing Jesus?



Gathering Back Together

Respond

You will need:

• to learn the handshake of peace

Ask everyone to gather in a circle again. Ask about the story 
of Jesus in the room and what were the first word he said (Go 
in peace). Simply turn to the person beside you and shake 
their hand with a double handshake (the handshake of peace: 
use one hand as normal and the other over the back of the 
other person's hand), and say the words: "Go in peace". Then 
ask the person to pass it on to the next person and so on 
round the circle.

Your Notes and Ideas:

Montage Cross Craft

You will need:

• cardboard from a box
• lots of arts and crafts materials
• magazine images

Look at crosses from different cultures (see next page). Invite 
people to design their own cross using the cardboard box to 
shape the base of their cross.

Then let imagination take them to wherever they would like 
to go using the crafts materials and the magazine images 
to decorate it telling the story of what they believe, what 
the question, what they want to follow etc. They should tell 
the story of post-Easter rather than Holy Week. Looking at 
Latin American crosses for inspiration they tell the story of a 
community living in faith and hope (see image below).

Create a gallery of crosses for the whole congregation to see. 
The story could be specific to your own congregation or to a 
person.

Alternatively one large cross could be created together and 
placed in the sanctuary over the season of Easter for the 
whole congregation to focus on. It could be added to each 
week.

This activity could be completed in the weeks to come.

Text the Peace Activity

You will need:

• sheets of paper
• a mobile phone

Talk about texting and some of the codes that are used such 
as lol (lots of laughs), IMHO (in my humble opinion), CUL8R 
(see you later), etc. 

Invite people to create peace messages using text, or Good 
News sentences that are in text or some of the beatitudes 
through text.

Write them out and hang them on a notice board for the 
congregation to see. Provide a blank sheet of paper beside 
each and invite the congregation to work out what each says 
and write up their suggestions of what each message means.

“Women’s cross” from El Salvador  
© Wolfgang Dobrich 

The Lutheran World Federation Department for Mission and 
Development http://www.lutheranworld.org/what_we_do/
DMD/Regional_Programs/DMD-Latin_America.html [Online] 
(Accessed March 2010)
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Montage Cross

Buddied Cross
The three buds 

represent new growth 
and the Trinity

Egyptian Cross
Means ‘life’ in Egyptian 
hieroglyphics. Used by 

Coptic Church.

Celtic Cross
Circle is sense of oneness 
where the physical world 

(horizontal bar) and spiritual 
world (vertical bar) meet.

Greek Cross
Equal length arms 

stands for peace and 
neutrality.

Graded Cross
Three steps represent 
faith, hope and love.

Jerusalem Cross
Four small crosses added 

to a large Greek cross. Five 
crosses represents the five 

wounds of Jesus.

Maltese Cross
The eight points stand 

for the eight beatitudes 
(from the Sermon on 

the Mount).
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Easter 3
Sunday 18 April 2010

The Catch
John 21: 1-19

Biblical Background

John 20:19-31 (The Message)

After this, Jesus appeared again to the disciples, this time 
at the Tiberias Sea (the Sea of Galilee). This is how he did 
it: Simon Peter, Thomas (nicknamed “Twin”), Nathanael 
from Cana in Galilee, the brothers Zebedee, and two other 
disciples were together. Simon Peter announced, “I’m 
going fishing.”

The rest of them replied, “We’re going with you.” They 
went out and got in the boat. They caught nothing that 
night. When the sun came up, Jesus was standing on the 
beach, but they didn’t recognize him.

Jesus spoke to them: “Good morning! Did you catch 
anything for breakfast?”

They answered, “No.”

He said, “Throw the net off the right side of the boat and 
see what happens.”

They did what he said. All of a sudden there were so 
many fish in it, they weren’t strong enough to pull it in.

Then the disciple Jesus loved said to Peter, “It’s the 
Master!”

When Simon Peter realized that it was the Master, he 
threw on some clothes, for he was stripped for work, and 
dove into the sea. The other disciples came in by boat for 
they weren’t far from land, a hundred yards or so, pulling 
along the net full of fish. When they got out of the boat, 
they saw a fire laid, with fish and bread cooking on it.

Jesus said, “Bring some of the fish you’ve just caught.” 
Simon Peter joined them and pulled the net to shore—153 
big fish! And even with all those fish, the net didn’t rip.

Jesus said, “Breakfast is ready.” Not one of the disciples 
dared ask, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Master.

Jesus then took the bread and gave it to them. He did the 
same with the fish. This was now the third time Jesus had 
shown himself alive to the disciples since being raised 

from the dead.

After breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me more than these?”

“Yes, Master, you know I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

He then asked a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?”

“Yes, Master, you know I love you.”

Jesus said, “Shepherd my sheep.”

Then he said it a third time: “Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?”

Peter was upset that he asked for the third time, “Do you 
love me?” so he answered, “Master, you know everything 
there is to know. You’ve got to know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. I’m telling you the very 
truth now: When you were young you dressed yourself 
and went wherever you wished, but when you get old 
you’ll have to stretch out your hands while someone else 
dresses you and takes you where you don’t want to go.” 
He said this to hint at the kind of death by which Peter 
would glorify God. And then he commanded, “Follow 
me.”

When is communion, communion? There was the potential for 
some kind of abundant feast here on the beach: 153 fish (that 
was believed at the time to be the total number of species 
in the sea, and thus an inclusive symbol for all creation). You 
meet Jesus and you have to eat. It happened so regularly 
before the stories of resurrection. Now it’s happening after his 
resurrection too.

What makes communion, communion? Perhaps there are two 
stories here but John has tied them together well. During the 
feasting, when everyone has mouths full of baked fish, Jesus 
calls on Peter: go feed my lambs. It is as if he is saying: you 
know the taste of heaven, go let others taste its justice too. 
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Go take the meal to those who need that kind of promise, 
to those that hunger for that kind of nourishment. And 
worry not, there’s plenty: all 153 species of fish in fact. The 
whole created order is there for your nourishment: taste it 
and see. Every mouthful is a taste of heaven: justice, grace, 
compassion, love.

What makes communion, communion? Perhaps here we’ve 
got the answer: when you eat, feed my lambs. When you 
break bread, do so in order that everyone is nourished by 
this justice and promise. This isn’t about belonging, it’s about 
being. Bread and wine is the nourishment the world needs. 
There is enough to go round. From feasting to faith-ing.

Link with theme
Nourishment isn’t just about food: it’s about sharing that food. 
Nourished by justice and nourished by seeing the reign of 
God in everything around us. Bread and wine nourishes us, 
certainly not with enough to fill our stomachs but with the 
longing and promise of justice and love and renewal. Is that 
just for us? No, it is for everyone!

Worship Ideas
These are a few ideas that possible expand the theme and 
offer words, phrases, poetry and ideas that could be used in 
some way in worship. They are not to be used exactly as they 
are but ought to be edited and expanded to suit the culture of 
your own faith community. 

Gathering Rite
Come to the beach where Jesus meets us:
feel the sand between your toes,
let God’s spirit mess up your hair
and take your breath away;
find God here on the beach today

Symbolic Actions
Provide paper/card fish shapes for everyone and ask them to 
write/draw on fish something new they could do this Easter 
season as they listen to Jesus call to throw out the net on the 
other side. What new challenge could they take on board this 
year in Jesus’ name?

Once people have done this, add the fish to 
the net from last week.

Edible Liturgy
There is the possibility of a barbeque after 
church or on the Sunday evening or even going 
away to the seaside. 

Then there is the possibility of singing summer mission songs 
or band of hope choruses: 

“With Jesus in the boat, I will make you fishers of men”, etc.

Meditation
He was always feeding us:
a man who loved his tuck.
We shouldn’t have been surprised that he offered us food
early in the morning on the beach,
but then he asked me
to feed his lambs,
again and again and again,
and I think I might just get it.
He thinks I can
and he’s asking me
to carry on his work.
Either he’s very desperate
or he sees the potential in me.

Meditative Sequence
Use the hymn “Lord you have come to the seashore” 
reading out each verse or have a solo singer and allow time 
for reflection. If  you have the facility, you could display 
appropriate images on screen to go along with the words via 
Powerpoint.

An additional verse you could use relating to John passage:

Lord, once again at the seashore
your voice calls me to live your new way,
journeying onwards with trust every day.

Alternatively provide sand in the worship space (use 
polythene sheets to cover the area!) and while the words are 
being spoken or sung, invite people to come and write their 
names in the sand. 

Music Suggestions
• Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks (MP 30)
• Haven’t you heard (CH 433)
• Lord, you have come to the seashore (CH 532)
• Peter and James and John (JP 197)
• The Miraculous Catch (“James and Andrew, Peter and 

John”, from WGRG’s Heaven Shall Not Wait)
• Will you come and follow me (CH 533)
• You hear the lambs a-cryin’ (CH 435)
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Age-Group Ideas
These ideas are intended as a menu from 
which to pick and choose, to add your own 
ideas, and to explore different ways to 
explore the theme of God’s nourishment and 
calling being not just for some, but for all.

Gathering Introductory Activity

Circle Time

You will need: 

• Blue cloth.
• Create a seaside scene with some props.

Lay out a large blue piece of crumpled cloth on floor to 
represent sea and gather children round it.

Discuss picnics/barbeques at the seaside:

• Have the children ever been at one?
• What was it like?
• What did they like about it?
• What did they eat?
• If the children haven’t been to one, what do they think 

it would be like? 

Remain gathered around the seaside scene to tell or revise 
the story.

Ask about other sea stories in the Bible such as:

• the parting of the Red Sea
• calming the storm
• walking on water
• Jonah. 

As these other stories are mentioned, if people can grab the 
edge of the blue cloth they could all shimmer it whenever 
they hear the word ‘water’ or as someone briefly tells the 
other water stories.

Offering
Children repeat the last word twice each time:

God of journeys (journeys, journeys)
Be our companion (companion, companion)
As we walk with Jesus (Jesus, Jesus) 
And learn about love (love, love)
May we give (give, give)
All that we are (are, are)
And find you (you, you)
In everyone (one, one)

Engage with the Story

You will need: 

• a story telling space, with cushions, material,   
 hangings and old books scattered

A bunch of the disciples were down by the sea –
Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, the sons of Zebedee,
All at a loose end, hanging out by the shore,
Till Simon Peter felt he couldn’t stand it any more.

“I’m going fishing,” he declared, and up he got,
So they all went with him, but not a thing they caught,
All night in the boat, not one fish in their net,
silently thinking, how much worse can it get? 

Well the sun came up and the sky turned bright,
And some guy was on the beach, in the morning light
“Did you catch some breakfast?” he called with a grin,
Peter muttered, “No,” and thought, “don’t rub it in.”

But the stranger yelled, “Throw your net to the other side,
And see what happens out there on the tide!”
Peter rolled his eyes and shrugged, what does he know?
But they cast the net out into the lake below

Suddenly they felt a pull, the boat lurched and swayed,
The net full of thrashing fish, a gleaming haul displayed
Such a catch they barely had the strength to heave it in,
And then they knew the stranger, “It’s Jesus! Yes it’s him!”

Peter threw his clothes on, dived in and swam ahead
To where the Lord had laid a fire and cooked up fish and bread,
The mammoth catch was landed, the net untorn;
in a beach breakfast a new beginning was born -

“Peter, do you love me?” “You know, Lord, I do!”
“Peter, do you love me?” “You know, Lord, it’s true!”
“Peter, do you love me?” “Lord, you know everything!”
“Then feed my sheep, and to your God such glory you will bring!”
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ICHTHUS  Craft

     You will need:

• Fish with ICHTHUS printed in it
• Alternatively, use small fish to make mobile
• straws
• glue
• string

Show children the Ichthus fish and explain why it is used as a 
Christian symbol. (In the early church, when it was dangerous 
to say you were a Christian because you might get arrested, 
when you met one person would draw an arc in ground and 
the other person would complete the fish by drawing another 
arc). 

Provide each child with a fish shape made of stiff coloured 
card which they can decorate with their own name to show 
that they are following Jesus - these could be taken home by 
children or attached to the net in worship space to form part 
of a display.

While this activity is being done, talk about the story and 
other stories in the Bible about fishing and whether anyone 
else has been fishing.

Alternatively do the same activity but make small fish which 
then can be made into a mobile: either one per child with 
their own name, or one per group of children to be displayed 
or do both!

In case anyone asks!

ICHTHUS is an English form of the Greek word for 
“fish”. It was used as an acronym for the Greek 
phrase Iesous Christos Theos Yios Soter which can 
be translated as “Jesus Christ, Son of God, our 
Saviour”. It was like a codeword, and used in 
difficult times of persecution.

Creative Activity & Craft Ideas

The Blanket  Central Creative Activity

You will need:

• The net from last week
• white strips of material
• fabric pens or paints

Over this season there will be a central activity that ties all 
the stories together. It centres round the creation of a net, 
adding to it, recreating it, transforming it as the post-Easter 
story evolves. It would be a good idea to take photos of 
it each week so that the story can be retold at 
Pentecost through the photos. Indeed, if there 
were to be a church presentation, the photos 
could be projected for the whole congregation to see.

Week Two:

Take a white strip of cloth for each person and draw a fish on 
it. Just leave it in black and white. 

Among the ribbons that were tied on last week weave the 
white fish strips but in the opposite direction so it begins to 
look like a tapestry.

It is a good time to reflect on last weeks stories and see if 
there are any connections between those events and this 
weeks events: disciples, surprise, Jesus mysteriously arriving, 
eating, Jesus words to the disciples…

Insta-Drama  Activity 

You will need:

• link cards

Work with a small group of children to develop a short sketch 
based on the story - to start them off you could provide them 
with link cards which say things like:

• At the beach...
• Disciples were working...
• Disciples were surprised...
• The weather was...
• Next...
• How many fish...

Take photos as it happens (if you have permission from 
parents). This could be concluded at the response time at the 
end of time together.

Who am I?  Discussion

You will need:

• Post-It Notes

This is one for older children. 

Put names of well-known people on Post-It notes and stick 
one to each participant’s forehead. Each person has to try and 
find out who they are by asking questions. 

This could then lead to discussion about how the disciples 
recognised Jesus and then to how people might recognise 
us as followers of Jesus (acts of kindness, peace-making, 
hospitality, etc.).

ICHTHUS
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Your Notes and Ideas:

Gathering Back Together

Respond

You will need:

•  nothing!

After Jesus and Peter met at beach, Jesus asked Peter to look 
after others, to tell others about God’s love. Remind children 
that Jesus asks us to look after others, to tell others about 
God’s love . As a group make a list of people they meet - not 
necessarily individual names but things like people at football 
training, neighbours, school friends etc - people the children 
could help to look after and to share God’s love with.

At the beach Jesus met the disciples
At the beach Jesus called his disciples
Here Jesus meets us
Here Jesus calls us
So let us go from here
to be his followers and share his love
Amen.

Countdown Activity

You will need:

• a variety of different numbers
• pens and paper
• calculator

For older children, create a ‘Countdown’ number game with 
them. 

Have a variety of different numbers, some single and some 
double digit numbers. Lay them out in a couple of rows just 
like in Countdown and ask in turn for people to take a few 
from each row and see how long it takes them to arrive at 
153 by adding, subtracting, dividing and multiplying different 
combinations of the numbers they have picked. 

Follow that with: what’s the biggest number you can make 
with the numbers you’ve chosen (you’ll need calculators!). 
Use this as a way of discussing the idea that 153 fish were 
thought to be the total number of species of fish in the sea 
and the church is meant to be so big it accepts everyone.

Fishy Cookies Activity

You will need:

•  Cookie recipe (see next page)
•  Icing or sprinkles or sweets

Make fish shaped cookies which the children can then 
decorate with icing, sprinkles or sweets etc and then they can 
take them home to eat or offer to the congregation only after 
each tells them their names and their favourite song or sweet 
or meal so people get to know each other better.

He said, they said  Activity

You will need:

•  big speech bubbles cut out on the floor
•  pens

Make some big speech bubbles out of card and lay them out 
on table/floor. Invite children to write a word or phrase in 
the speech bubbles, things which Peter or the other disciples 
might have said at the beach that day. 

Allow this to lead into a conversation about what it must have 
been like to hear Jesus speak to them again.

Games

Fish Hunt

You will need:

• A mere 153 fish shapes... and strong scissor fingers!

Hide 153 fish shapes around the hall/
room and have a fish hunt. 

A variation on this could be to 
have the fish numbered and 
once all the fish are found to 
get the children to put them in 
the right order.

Parachute Net

You will need:

• Large parachute and fish soft toys

Leaders can throw soft toy fish into the air to be caught 
and kept on the parachute while the parachute is shaken to 
represent the waves ounder the boat.
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Cookie Recipe

You will need: 

A mixing bowl, a small bowl, a whisk. a sieve, a wooden spoon or two,  
a measuring jug, 2 baking trays, 2 desert spoons, aprons.

Ingredients:

8oz(200g) caster sugar

12oz(350g) plain flour

12oz(350g) chocolate chips

8oz(200g) butter or margerine

1 teaspoon vanilla essence

2 eggs

Ask children to grease the 2 baking trays.
Preheat the oven to 350F, 180C, Gas Mark 4

Ask children to weigh out the ingredients, they may need help
They can put the butter or margarine and the sugar into the mixing bowl.

Ask children to beat them together with wooden spoon until it is light in colour and creamy.
Get children to break eggs into the small bowl.

Get them to use a whisk or fork to beat eggs.
They can then add vanilla essence.

Then pour this mixture into the mixing bowl, mix together.
Ask children to hold sieve over large bowl and sieve in flour.

Children can then mix this together until smooth.
The children can add 8oz chocolate chips and stir.

Children can then take desert spoons and put heaped spoonfuls of the mixture onto trays. 
Flatten and shape into fish shapes then sprinkle the rest of the chocolate chips and other 

decorations over cookies.

Place in middle of the oven for about 15 minutes.
They should still feel slightly soft when cooked.

Leave them to cool. 

EAT
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Easter 4
Sunday 25 April 2010

It’s a Wonderful Life
Acts 9: 36-43

General Background
Easter season has no Old Testament texts in the lectionary, 
instead it explores the very beginnings of the Early 
Church. Today we move from post-Easter stories about the 
appearances of Jesus to how the Spirit of Jesus, alive in the 
community, shaped the Church and called it into the world.

Biblical Background

John 9: 36-43 (The Message)

Down the road a way in Joppa there was a disciple named 
Tabitha, “Gazelle” in our language. She was well-known 
for doing good and helping out. During the time Peter 
was in the area she became sick and died. Her friends 
prepared her body for burial and put her in a cool room.

Some of the disciples had heard that Peter was visiting 
in nearby Lydda and sent two men to ask if he would 
be so kind as to come over. Peter got right up and went 
with them. They took him into the room where Tabitha’s 
body was laid out. Her old friends, most of them widows, 
were in the room mourning. They showed Peter pieces of 
clothing the Gazelle had made while she was with them. 
Peter put the widows all out of the room. He knelt and 
prayed. Then he spoke directly to the body: “Tabitha, get 
up.”

She opened her eyes. When she saw Peter, she sat up. He 
took her hand and helped her up. Then he called in the 
believers and widows, and presented her to them alive.

When this became known all over Joppa, many put their 
trust in the Master. Peter stayed on a long time in Joppa 
as a guest of Simon the Tanner.

This tale is a bit protracted. Laying out the body upstairs 
until Peter gets there is unusual. Tabitha was not a leader of 
the church but rather someone far more usual: one of God’s 
everyday, kindly folk. Perhaps here we have a story that is 
linked with the founding of the church in Joppa. It gives it a 
reason for being there, a legend that gives the church power 
and significance.

Resurrection stories like this, rather than just allowing people 
to live a little longer before they die for a second time, 
give people hope. Here there is new life from death, a new 
church from nothing, a new community from loneliness. 
This is today’s more powerful symbol of resurrection where 
people find the strength to live out the gospel in places that 
were once no-where places: the ghettos and shanty towns 
that seem off-limits to God’s grace can actually be the places 
where new life is seen most vividly. Tabitha speaks to us 
about transformation, where the hope of the Gospel brings 
new life for a community. How did this transformation come? 
It came through a follower of Christ, Peter, following the lead 
of his Master.

Maybe we don’t need a resurrection story to found a new 
community project or community, but we do need the longing 
for what resurrection brings. It is a far more powerful story 
if we see the metaphor within and allow that to engage us 
with energy to renew and bring to life the places and people 
the world treats as dead. With such symbols bound into our 
thinking we have the means and vision to handle things like 
reconciliation, hope and dreams with their power to change 
seemingly irreconcilable, hopeless situations. When that 
happens, we’ll bring to life our own local resurrection stories. 

Link with theme
Resurrection is not just about how we understand Jesus but 
how we understand the church as well. It is a wonderful life 
because there is always the possibility and vision for renewal. 
This is just one story of resurrection within a much bigger 
story of resurrection. We begin to tie these stories together 
this week.  

Part of a fresco by Cappella Brancacci depicting 
the raising of Tabitha (1426)
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Worship Ideas
These are a few ideas to trigger your own thoughts and 
creativity as you explore the theme of this text. Please edit, 
re-arrange, and expand on these ideas.

Gathering Rite
Come to make a difference just by being you
come to offer your gifts to the God who makes you, you
come to meet disciples, fellow travellers on the way
come and know you are valued part of the body in this place

Symbolic Actions
Play Stephen Fischbacher’s “Wonderful world” 
while different stories of resurrection are read. 
These could be either straight from the Bible or 
rewritten in contemporary language. 

Provide a vase of twigs or dead flowers and replace them one 
at a time after each story has been read with a fresh flower. 

After the story connections invite the congregation to respond 
by removing a twig or dead flower and replacing it with a live 
one as the music continues.

Alternatively, if folk are not comfortable moving during 
worship, leave the invitation open for the end of the service 
when they can come up after the benediction and repeat the 
action.

If you have keen flower arrangers in the congregation, why 
not set them a different challenge this week and encourage 
them to incorporate both dead and living elements in their 
arrangements?

Creative Moments
Provide a vase of dead twigs in the centre of the worship 
space. Give everyone pieces of cloth and have marker pens 
available so that people can write a word which indicates one 
of their gifts, or to draw a symbol of it.

During singing or music invite people forward to tie their cloth 
onto the twigs thus bringing something dead back to life 
again with our own gifts and vision.

Meditation
What will they say about me when I’m gone?
Good? Bad? Indifferent?
Will they say only nice things—as you do
or will they rake up all the dirt?
How will they sum me up?
Would I be found guilty as a Christian?
Have I left enough evidence for that
or will it be banal, harmless generalities,
and which would I prefer?
Maybe the answer to that should shape the rest of my life.

All-Age Conversation
Ask people to discuss with each other their favourite item(s) 
of clothing from the past or the present and why those were 
favourites.

Ask people to think about someone they knew who is 
now dead: do they always think about that person wearing 
particular clothes?

Ask people to discuss fashion trends:

• Is it good to have changing fashions?

• Is it good for folk just to create their own style and stick 
to it? 

• What are the ethical/fairtrade implications of the 
fashion industry? 

• What pressures do young people face in relation to 
clothes?

As a follow up, during the season you could organise a 
fairtrade fashion show followed by discussion from this week.
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Dialogue

Resurrection Stories

Five people stand in a single file facing congregation. 
After each has told their story they peal off revealing 
the next person. There is one candle which is passed on 
to the next person as the story continues.

Voice 1: I am Tabitha.
 I am a clothes maker,
 a disciple of Jesus,
 and resurrected one.
 For I was dead, but now I am alive.
 I was on my bed
 surrounded by mourning widows,
 and Peter turned and asked them to leave,
 and he breathed life into me again.
 I am part of resurrection’s story,
 but behind my story…

Voice 2: …is my story.
 I am Jairus’ daughter,
 small friend of Jesus,
 and resurrected one.
 I was dead but now I am alive,
 for I was in my room,
 surrounded by grieving family,
 and Jesus arrived too late for me.
 He turned and asked them all to leave,
 and breathed life into me,
 and then we ate together.
 I am part of resurrection’s story,
 but behind my story…

Voice 3: …is my story.
 I am the son of a Shunammite woman
 who called on Elisha to help.
 But I was already dead in my room 
 with a few companion mourners 
 which he asked to leave.
 Then he laid hand to hand,
 breath to breath with me,
 and my body grew warm again,
 and I sneezed and breathed once more.
 I am part of resurrection’s story,
 but behind my story…

Voice 4: …is my story.
 I am the son of the widow of Zaraphath.
 Elijah the prophet having run away,
 had been staying with us.
 We were poor with only enough oil and flour 
 for a day’s meal,
 but they never ran out.
 But I became ill,
 and I died,
 and Elijah stretched me out on my bed,
 and then stretched himself out,
 and cried out to God,
 and life returned to my body.
 I am part of resurrection’s story,
 but behind my story…

Voice 5: …is my story,
 the story that always moves towards the life.
 I am God,
 and I am the story of resurrection.
 But within my story,
 Is every story
 of someone truly subversive,
 who believes in their capacity to transform lives.
 Yet this is your story too:
 living life among all that corrodes,
 and endlessly dissenting from death.
 You are part of resurrection’s story too,
 Tell it again for me,
 the story that always travels towards life.

Benediction
When it takes hold, resurrection doesn’t let go,
it shakes the dead awake,
it shakes the darkness from the light,
it shakes the silence from our throats
and it wrestles death from all that is dying.

Let us go out into the world
and in the upheaval of resurrection
seek out the life.

Music Suggestions

• Great is the darkness (MP 835)
• Healing God, almighty Father (MP 226)
• Healing river of the Spirit (CH 707)
• I, the Lord of sea and sky (CH 251 / MP 857)
• We sing a love that sets all people free (CH 622)
• When I needed a neighbour (CH 544)
• Wonderful World (from “Something Fischy” album by 

Stephen Fischbacher / Fischy Music)
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Age-Group Ideas
Like an all-you-can-eat buffet laid out before you, here you 
have various different ideas to sample that explore the Bible 
story and theme of generous giving to others using the gifts 
we have.

Gathering Introductory Activity

Circle Time

You will need: 

• hand-knitted baby shawl

Use the hand-knitted baby-shawl as a discussion 
starter, asking questions to get the discussion 
going like:

• Who made it?
• How did they make it? 
• Who do you think they make it for?
• Why is it special? 
• Do any of the children have such a shawl at home?  

Use this to lead in to telling or going over the story of Tabitha 
if it has already been introduced in the worship service. 
Emphasise how she showed her love in the things she made 
for others and her generosity in giving to others

This would also work with a prayer shawl: passing it around, 
describing how it was made with love and prayer and given 
as a blessing and possible explanation of prayer shawl 
ministry. For more information see www.shawlministry.com.

Offering
Children repeat the last word twice each time:

God of journeys (journeys, journeys)
Be our companion (companion, companion)
As we walk with Jesus (Jesus, Jesus) 
And learn about love (love, love)
May we give (give, give)
All that we are (are, are)
And find you (you, you)
In everyone (one, one)

Engage with the Story

You will need: 

• a purple dress, if possible, for the story-teller to wear

Read this as a monologue, wandering around if necessary 
or sitting in the circle. It may be appropriate to have the 
leader take the children from the circle time to where the 
story-teller is sitting introducing her as a special guest.

The story ought to be told from memory, or retell your own 
version of it for the level of children you have. Try not to be 
restricted to reading it from the sheet, so that you can keep 
eye contact with the children and better engage them in 
the story. 

This is the whole story. You may wish to shorten it or edit it 
to suit your own community. 

Do you like my dress? Eye-catching, isn’t it? I never thought I’d 
be turning heads again, not since my husband died. I used to 

watch old widows scraping a living on the edges of someone 
else’s fields, begging at the markets. I never thought it would 
be me, not at my age, before I’ve even had the sons who 
might have taken care of me...

The fever raged so suddenly, so fiercely; four long days and 
nights, then I woke in the morning to soothe him again and 
he’d slipped away... Four long days has become four long 
years. I thought I’d never survive. My mother, widowed too, 
the pair of us clinging to each other and throwing ourselves 
with no dignity at my father’s brothers. So there we were, 
pulling wheat from the field margins and scurrying behind the 
men hoping for some accidental pickings. My husband was 
such a man of honour, oh the shame I’ve had to bear.

But then my uncle sent us here to Joppa to a cousin of his 
with a vineyard on the edge of town. That’s when we met 
Susanna, my age and widowed too, her man drowned on the 
lake. But there was something about Susanna. We talked and 
for the first time in years I heard myself laugh, she somehow 
had such... hope. Even the way she walked had a pride, a 
joie-de-vivre I couldn’t fathom. And then there was her dress! 
Well, it was really her dress I noticed first, and I noticed some 
of the boys noticing it too. So I eventually asked her how 
she could possibly have afforded it, or who was courting her 
favour.

“It’s the Gazelle,” she said. “What?” “The Gazelle, oh Hannah 
how long have you been in Joppa, haven’t you met The 
Gazelle?” No I hadn’t. Right there and then she just grabbed 
my hand and said, “Come on, I’ll take you,” and I wanted to 
say, “Susanna the vines, the grapes, we’ve got work to do,” 
but I couldn’t help myself, I was running after her into the 
village. We were out of breath and slowed to a walk at the 
last corner, when she warned me that The Gazelle had been 
ill for a few days, and she hadn’t heard if she was better, so I 
shouldn’t worry if I couldn’t see her for long just yet.

I was wondering what the connection was between this 
locally famous woman and Susanna’s dress, when we heard 
a noise that drained the colour from her face and she stood 
in the street still holding my hand, but now it was a tight 
frenzied grip of dread. We listened again. Women’s wailings, 
cries and sobs of how many voices I couldn’t tell.
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“No”. “Susannah, what is it?” “No, no, no” 
she kept shaking her head, ashen faced, 
and we walked to the house, and it dawned 
on me that perhaps her friend The Gazelle 
had not recovered. “Susannah! Where have 
you been?” “Oh Susannah, she’s gone. She’s 
gone!” “We’ve sent for Peter.” And there were 
all these women. Some weeping and some 
sitting silently in the inner room, grief stricken 
and numb, and blind to me a stranger, and 
in the midst of it all, all I could see was their 
clothes! Some had dresses like Susanna’s, 
some had splashes of coloured fabrics sewn 
into the front of worn robes, some sat cradling 
lengths of linen in their arms.

I sat down among them, tuning in to pieces of 
conversation, stories about this woman they 
seemed to have loved so dearly, The Gazelle. 
Hers were the hands behind all this dress making, hers was 
the dignity restoring these widows to a sense of pride in 
themselves, hers was the spirit in this community of courage. 
And now, for her passing, these tears and disbelief.

Creative Activity & Craft Ideas

The Blanket  Central Creative Activity

You will need:

• the net used in the last two weeks
• magazines and newspapers

Over this season there will be a central activity that ties all the 
stories together. It centres round the creation of a net, adding 
to it, recreating it, transforming it as the post-Easter 
story evolves. It would be a good idea to take 
photos of it each week so that the story can be 
retold at Pentecost through the photos. Indeed, 
if there were to be a church presentation, the photos 
could be projected for the whole congregation to see.

Week Three:

Take this week’s headlines from lots of newspapers and cut 
out all the words and reword the headlines to create good 
news stories from the usual bad news. Paste these onto strips 
of paper and weave or stick them onto the blanket. Make 
sure you use the same side of the blanket as the last few 
weeks so it becomes a collage of different images.

Doing Good  Activity

You will need:

• sheets of paper

Write the word ‘doing good‘ down the side of a big piece 
of paper and discuss with the children different ways of 
‘doing good’. 

Try to get an idea that begins with each of the letters of 
‘doing good’ and write them beside the appropriate letter. 

This is a good feedback activity that can be later displayed 
for all the congregation to engage and explore the ideas 
that have been suggested. Pin it up somewhere where it 
will be noticed.

Fashion Show Activity/Discussion

You will need:

• newspaper
• tape
• information about recycling clothes and fairtrade 

clothing

With the newspapers have everyone work in teams to 
create clothes. Someone from each team is the model and 
the others fashion something for them to wear.

Create a cat-walk with the young people on either side of a 
walk way. Have a fashion show. If possible have one of the 
team explain what they were creating as the model walks 
up and down the cat-walk.

While this is being done thought could be given to where 
we buy our clothes, how and who makes them for us 
and if there are ways we can make clothes buying fairer. 
Also the ecological theme of just buying less and recycling 
clothes could be discussed. How do you feel about buying 
clothes from a charity shop?

Then the women rose as one as a young man 
entered, the one they said had been sent for, 
Peter. He went into the other room where the 
body was laid, some went with him but soon 
came back, leaving him alone for a while. How 
much longer did we sit and talk and stare and 
hold each other’s hands...

Peter appeared in the doorway at last, then he 
stepped aside, beckoning, and there she stood. 
A great gasp rose up, frozen wide-eyed faces 
gaping, then the first shriek, “Tabitha!” Then it 
was merry chaos! Oh I can laugh now, and yes 
it was wonderful, amazing, but terrifying too. 
Could someone really die and come back? What 
happened in that room? Let me tell you what I do 
know—I  died and now I’m alive again—because 
of The Gazelle and Susanna and all the others. 
See? (swishing dress) Quite eye-catching, isn’t it?! 

(walks off with spring in step, laughing, head held high). 
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Puppet Fashions  Activity

You will need:

• wooden spoons
• cloth
• ball of wool
• elastic bands
• pens

Work with a group of children to make simple puppets and 
create a drama with them. Draw faces and stick hair (wool) to 
wooden spoons. 

As you make these talk about the story and then write words 
the story brings to mind (e.g. thanks, kindness, caring) onto 
pieces of cloth and attach these to the spoons with elastic 
bands to make robes for puppets to wear. 

The drama can be very simple with each puppet representing 
someone Tabitha helped and with each puppet saying the 
same line:

“I’m _________ (insert puppet’s name) and Tabitha made me 

a _________ (insert type of clothing ) to show _________ 

(insert Tabitha’s quality)

This could be ‘performed’ at the Gathering Together Time at 
the end of the session.

Name Cloth  Craft/Discussion

     You will need:

• coloured cloth
• fabric pens

Talk about the story you’ve heard. Discuss:

• What do you think Tabitha was like? 

• Are there another stories in the Bible or form your 
own life that reminds you about cloth and sewing and 
making things? 

• Have you ever helped do some sewing? 

While this conversation is going on, provide everyone with 
a piece of coloured cloth and invite everyone to write their 
names on them with fabric pens.

At the end of the activity, staple these pieces together to form 
one large cloth. Alternatively, during the week that follows, 
sew the pieces together to make a wall hanging for the group.

Other cloth activities could be: try knitting squares or sewing 
on a button.

Good Bunting  Activity

You will need

• sheets of paper
• paint
• scissors
• long string
• tape

Have children draw round their hands on coloured paper. Write 
their name on one hand and something they are good at 
doing on other hand. 

Cut out the hands and attach hands one below the other on to 
a piece of ribbon and then display them like bunting around 

the room.

Games

Name Game 

You will need:

• a beanbag or ball

Sit in a circle and children throw small ball or beanbag to each 
other. As each child catches the ball they are asked to say 
their name and something they are good at. 

Once everyone has had a turn develop the game so that the 
child throwing the ball or beanbag says the name of the child 
they are throwing ball or beanbag to and something they are 
good at.

Encourage children not to think only of skills such as football 
or drawing etc but also things like smiling and helping others.

Gathering Back Together

Respond

You will need:

• a circle for conversation

Remind children that Tabitha was doing what she did just 
because she wanted to help people. She didn’t do it because 
she wanted to become famous or be remembered as 
important. Yet her actions made a big impact on others.

Everyone can do things to help others. Ask children to think of 
one thing they can do this week that will help someone else. 

Then close with prayer:

In her home and in her community 
Tabitha did good and helped others.
In our homes and in our community 
may we do good and help others.
Amen.

Your Notes and Ideas:
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Easter 5
Sunday 2 May 2010

All Jock Tamson’s Bairns
Acts 11: 1-18

General Background
In chapter 10 of Acts we read of the events surrounding the 
encounter between Peter and the Roman captain Cornelius—a 
God-fearer as those within the Israelite faith regarded Gentiles 
who sought to follow God. 

Before they meet, Peter has a vision while praying that 
changes his whole outlook on the mission of the Church. The 
doors are flung open to all. Now, in the following chapter, we 
hear Peter explaining to the shocked and concerned back in 
Jerusalem what happened.

Biblical Background

Acts 11:1-18 (The Message)

The news travelled fast and in no time the leaders and 
friends back in Jerusalem heard about it—heard that the 
non-Jewish “outsiders” were now “in.” When Peter got 
back to Jerusalem, some of his old associates, concerned 
about circumcision, called him on the carpet: “What do 
you think you’re doing rubbing shoulders with that crowd, 
eating what is prohibited and ruining our good name?”

So Peter, starting from the beginning, laid it out for 
them step-by-step: “Recently I was in the town of Joppa 
praying. I fell into a trance and saw a vision: Something 
like a huge blanket, lowered by ropes at its four corners, 
came down out of heaven and settled on the ground in 
front of me. Milling around on the blanket were farm 
animals, wild animals, reptiles, birds—you name it, it was 
there. Fascinated, I took it all in.

“Then I heard a voice: ‘Go to it, Peter—kill and eat.’ I said, 
‘Oh, no, Master. I’ve never so much as tasted food that 
wasn’t kosher.’ The voice spoke again: ‘If God says it’s 
okay, it’s okay.’ This happened three times, and then the 
blanket was pulled back up into the sky.

“Just then three men showed up at the house where I 
was staying, sent from Caesarea to get me. The Spirit told 

me to go with them, no questions asked. So I went with 
them, I and six friends, to the man who had sent for me. 
He told us how he had seen an angel right in his own 
house, real as his next-door neighbour, saying, ‘Send to 
Joppa and get Simon, the one they call Peter. He’ll tell 
you something that will save your life—in fact, you and 
everyone you care for.’

“So I started in, talking. Before I’d spoken half a dozen 
sentences, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as he did on us 
the first time. I remembered Jesus’ words: ‘John baptized 
with water; you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ So I 
ask you: If God gave the same exact gift to them as to us 
when we believed in the Master Jesus Christ, how could I 
object to God?”

Hearing it all laid out like that, they quieted down. And 
then, as it sank in, they started praising God. “It’s really 
happened! God has broken through to the other nations, 
opened them up to Life!”

This must be one of the greatest stories in Acts, so good it’s 
told twice: Acts 10, the actual happening and then Acts 11, 
the retelling to everyone else of what happened. Beautifully 
symbolic of the church’s vision of what it can be.

The whole idea of God standing over the shoulder of Peter 
tapping the divine foot on the floor waiting for this precocious 
child to eat his greens is extremely vivid. 

“I don’t want to eat them!”

“They’re good for you.”

And so you piously go through every edible no-no moving all 
the weight of your culture behind you claiming how awful it 
would be for you to eat any of these dishes and God still says: 
“Eat it! It’s good for you.” 

It’s as if the faith has moved out of its cultural box and into 
the world. It’s suddenly grown-up. There are a few other 
moments like this in the Good News: Jesus and the Syro-
Phonecian woman, Jesus at the well with the Samaritan, 
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Jonah on his way to Ninevah. In each case taboos are broken, 
comfort zones are left behind. Suddenly, the realm of God 
moves outside the borders everyone thought existed. And 
many asked, “Come on, when did that start happening?”

But this particular image is more vivid than all these others 
put together: faith is not cultural, it is universal. Let’s face it, 
we know the reality is that faith is totally bound up in our 
culture but perhaps the message is simply that we need the 
kind of vision that helps us grow up a bit more. 

Walter Brueggeman calls this “a staggering narrative on which 
the future of the church pivots”. Let’s agree with him and do 
picnic church: a smorgasbord of treats where we can taste and 
see, unexpectedly and surprisingly, daringly and progressively, 
that God is good. 

Worship Ideas
For your delectation, here we have a few items that you may 
want to include in the smorgasbord of elements that make up 
worship in your context. Use them, flavour them for 
your setting, add to them, or simply let these 
ideas trigger your own creative thoughts. 
What vision can you bring through the Holy 
Spirit for this service?

Symbolic Action and Prayer
Provide a large map of the world on a central table or 
communion table with a loaf of bread to one side. Invite 
people to come forward and tear a piece of bread from the 
loaf then tear that piece in half eating one half themselves 
and placing the other half on the map of the world, 
somewhere they will pray for and reflect on during the rest of 
the week. 

This could be done as a symbolic prayer of intercession having 
heard stories from the world in the minutes beforehand. In 
this act we share ourselves with others round the world in 
different cultures and places.

Meditation
So there I am, 
tummy rumbling before lunch,
up on top of the house 
praying and listening to the noises down below.
Food being prepared, 
properly prepared, mind, just as we know how.
When before I know it I’m off somewhere else:
a split in the heavens,
a blanket descending,
but this was no soft comforting blanket.
This was filled with lumps, wriggling and writhing,
and the noise was incredible:
squawks and squeals, roars and chirrups.

And then a voice, even over the racket, 
commanding me to do the unthinkable. 
Kill and eat!
Never! They’re unclean.
Three times over, the same thing.
Don’t call something unclean that God has made clean.
I couldn’t make head nor tail of it.

Not, that is, until I came back down from the roof.

Lovely chap, that Cornelius,
salt of the earth.
Funny the way God works, isn’t it?
With a Roman by my side, 
the Spirit of God changed everything that day.

Dialogue

Anatomy laws 

The worship space is set as if about to give a lecture with 
lectern in the middle. If you have the facilities, this dialogue 
will lend itself well to some illustrative images appearing on a 
screen in the background.

Voice 1: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to this first 
communicants class and the first topic this morning 
is holy anatomy. It is important that you receive a 
thorough grounding in basic anatomy in order that 
you are fit for heaven, and you do not touch those 
things that will make you unclean.

 This ‘unclean’ is one no anti-bacterial, ph neutral, 
intensive moisturizing, perfume-free, soap can clean 
so please pay attention to these basic principles that 
will see you are fit to be called a follower of God.

Voice 2: Basic anatomy lesson number one. Not all animals 
are fit for consumption. You may eat only those 
animals that have a split hoof (completely divided) 
and chews the cud. This is known as the foot and 
mouth rule and is the central basic tenant of holy 
anatomy.

 Sometimes when moving down the meat aisle at the 
supermarket it can be difficult to tell what animal has 
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Link with theme
Everyone understands picnics. It’s always a treat. It’s a great 
and easy image for people to connect to. It’s not the usual 
way we do communion or community in the church but 
perhaps if we attempted to do church picnic-style this week 
then we are actually embodying and living out the deep 
meaning of the vision Peter had.
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completely split hooves and chews the cud so it is 
important to learn their anatomy now so as to save 
embarrassment at the checkout or meal table.

Voice 1: Basic anatomy lesson number two. Please note 
that while you may eat only those animals with 
a completely split hoof and chews the cud the 
Almighty did not make it quite as simple as that. 
Having all successfully passed the basic biology 
module before moving on to this anatomy module, 
you will want to ask about those animal that fit only 
one of the above categories, having either a split 
hoof, or chews the cud, but not both.

 These above described animals are not clean. 
Touching them will render you unclean for holy rights 
and for the rest of the day until sunset. Such animals 
include camel, pig and rabbit. You must not eat 
these.

Voice 2: Basic anatomy lesson number three. Fish. The fish 
aisle in the supermarket can be quite difficult. You 
will presume that most fish have scales and fins. 
But not all of them. You are welcome to eat all the 
creatures in the water as long as they have fins and 
scales. 

 It is not acceptable to eat those animals that don’t 
have tentacles, skin or shells. These include such 
delicacies as whale, dolphin, octopus, squid, crab, 
lobster, crayfish, prawn and shrimp. You must not eat 
these.

Voice 1: Basic anatomy lesson number four. Fowl. This 
supermarket aisle is normally the most popular so it 
is important to know what you are choosing for your 
eternal salvation. This is a more tricky area to define 
as we know that all flying creatures have feathers, 
except bats which are immediately proscribed as 
unclean. Included in the proscribed list are vulture, 
eagle, raven, owl gull and hawk. But you will be 
pleased to know that chicken is still on the list of 
clean foods as long as it has been killed properly but 
that will come later in the module ‘Basic slaughter 
techniques for the home’.

Voice 2: Basic anatomy lesson number five. Insects. It may be 
that your local supermarket does not stock a ready 
supply of creepy crawlies but just incase they do at 
some future date, and you are unexpectedly tempted 
by these delicacies it is important to know what 
you are doing, without showing any hesitancy. Note 
that all winged, swarming things, as the good book 
says, are unclean. You may be pleased to hear that, 
however there are exceptions for some insects that 
fly, so that, just to whet you appetite, you may eat 
any kind of locust, cricket or grasshopper. There is a 
recipes sheet with your pack entitles, ‘101 ways to 
eat crispy critters’.

 Bees swarm and have wings and while the bee 
itself is unclean, it’s honey, which isn’t actually 
technically made by the bee, but is collected nectar 
concentrated by the bee, can be eaten. 

Voice 1: The last topic in this anatomy module is your 
homework. We’d like you to write an essay on one of 

the following topics: ‘Fair trade, a contemporary case 
of choosing between clean and unclean products’; 
‘Anti-slavery carpets, shoes, footballs and sports gear, 
renewed interest in the clean/unclean debate’; or 
lastly ‘Chocolate: how clean is yours?’

 Thank you for your attention on this important matter 
relating to your redemption. Next week we move 
on to the important topic of head-coverings and 
whether headscarves count. Good morning.

Edible Liturgy
Following the service provide some edible liturgy by offering 
various foods, in the form of a picnic, from around the world 
and invite people to join each other for lunch. 

DVD
While people are eating, at various points there could be DVDs 
played that tell the story of people from different parts of the 
world. Christian Aid, Oxfam, Vision Aid etc. will have these 
available.

World Music
Alternatively, or in addition to using DVD clips, CDs with world 
music could be played while people eat.

Letter Writing
There could be a station set up for people to respond to the 
world church by writing letters or postcards to others around 
the world especially those people imprisoned or caught up in 
some conflict.

Blessing
May God show us a world rich in love’s diversity;
May God stretch the door that fits the breadth of grace;
May God cross each barrier that corrupts 
the variety of humanity;
And may God place us in the midst of it all. 

Music Suggestions

• Try one or two songs from the world church 
represented in books such as Church Hymnary 4th Ed, 
Common Ground or World Praise.

• Go forth and tell (MP 178)
• Here in this place (CH 623)
• How shall they hear (MP 250)
• I am the Church! (CH 204 Actions can easily be used 

in the chorus of this song: pointing to ourselves, to 
our neighbour, shaking hands with our neighbour, 
walking, using hands to draw a globe, then arm in arm 
with neighbour. A good excuse to get everyone sitting 
together, too.)

• If you believe and I believe (CH 771)
• Let us build a house (CH 198)
• One shall tell another (MP 541)
• We are gathering together (MP 727)
• Welcome everybody (from “I Wonder... Why?” album 

from Fischy Music)
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Age-Group Ideas
This morning you want to continue the idea of the inclusive 
welcome to all that the church provides. If you are planning 
well in advance, perhaps invitations could be given out the 
week before to children to encourage them to invite a friend 
to this Sunday’s church activities? 

Without making any newcomers feel like ‘test subjects’ it will 
make the idea of welcome much more real, and give the 
children opportunities to express their sense of welcome to 
each other.

Gathering Introductory 
Activity

Circle Time

You will need: 

• typical picnic blanket(s)
• find out some different ways people welcome each 

other (an internet search will provide examples)
• a variety of different breads (from different cultures: 

e.g. pan loaf, naan bread, pitta bread, baguette)

Gather everyone on or around the picnic blanket(s). 

How do we make people feel welcome? Offer some examples 
of how different cultures welcome people: 

• the handshake (UK)
• rubbing noses (Inuit tribe in Alaska)
• bowing (Asia)
• breathing on folk (Hawaii)

Invite everyone to experiment with these different welcoming 
actions.

Provide a number of different kinds of bread and invite 
everyone to taste them while they are in the gathering circle. 
Ask them to guess where each bread comes from.

Offering
Children repeat the last word twice each time:

God of journeys (journeys, journeys)
Be our companion (companion, companion)
As we walk with Jesus (Jesus, Jesus) 
And learn about love (love, love)
May we give (give, give)
All that we are (are, are)
And find you (you, you)
In everyone (one, one)

Engage with the Story

You will need 
• cut out story circles from next page
• eight paper plates with one story circle stuck to the 

bottom of each
• images of food from magazines pasted onto the front 

of the plates
• a picnic blanket

Instructions

The story is told through paper plates. The idea is to paste 
all the different parts of the story (see next page) onto the 
underside of the plates and for everyone to work together to 
put the plates in the right order so they can tell the complete 
story.

On the front side of the plates paste pictures of food and place 
these on the picnic blanket. Ask someone to pick one up, read 
it and then another and read it and work out which one might 
come before the other and add in the other plates, read them 
and place them in order etc.

The order

Plate 1: The news travelled fast. The church in Jerusalem 
heard that Peter the Apostle was welcoming 
strangers into the new church.

Plate 2: They were not pleased and said: “What do you think 
you’re doing ruining our good name?” So Peter told 
them about a vision he had had.

Plate 3: The vision was of a huge blanket lowered down by 
ropes and on the blanket were all sorts of animals 
and birds to eat that he had been told never to eat 
because of religious rules.

Plate 4: “Then I heard a voice” said Peter. “It said: ‘Go and 
eat.’ I replied, ‘Oh, no. I would never so much as 
taste food I was not allowed to. But the voice said: ‘If 
God says it’s okay, it’s okay.’”

Plate 5: After the vision Peter said: “Three men showed up 
where I was staying. The Spirit told me to go with 
them, no questions asked. So I went with them.”

Plate 6: “When I met these foreigners I had a thought: God 
has given them the exact same gift as God gave me 
and my friends. God wants everyone to be part of 
the church.”

Plate 7: “And then I understood the vision,” said Peter, “all 
those different kinds of food on one blanket meant 
God wants all different kinds of people to be part of 
the church.” 

Plate 8: So they all celebrated, welcomed each other and ate 
together. And boy, what a feast!
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The news travelled fast. 
The church in Jerusalem 

heard that Peter the Apostle 
was welcoming strangers 

into the new church.

“When I met these 
foreigners I had a thought: 

God has given them the exact 
same gift as God gave me 
and my friends. God wants 
everyone to be part of the 

church.”

They were not pleased 
and said: “What do you 

think you’re doing ruining  
our good name?”  

So Peter told them about a 
vision he had had.

“Then I heard a voice” 
said Peter. “It said: ‘Go 

and eat.’ I replied, ‘Oh, no. I 
would never so much as taste 
food I was not allowed to. But 

the voice said: ‘If God says 
it’s okay, it’s okay.’”

“And then I understood 
the vision,” said Peter, “all 

those different kinds of food 
on one blanket meant God 
wants all different kinds of 

people to be part of the 
church.” 

So they all celebrated, 
welcomed each other  

and ate together.  
And boy, what a feast!

After the vision Peter 
said: “Three men showed up 

where I was staying. The Spirit 
told me to go with them, no 
questions asked. So I went 

with them.”

The vision  
was of a huge blanket 

lowered down by ropes and 
on the blanket were all sorts 
of animals and birds to eat 

that he had been told never 
to eat because of religious 

rules.



• Turn it over and fold in half so that the triangle side 
meets the length side.

• Use a pencil to draw a half-figure making sure the 
figure touches both sides of the fold.

• Cut out and carefully unfold to discover all the people.

Draw faces of people from different cultures and countries or 
cut faces from magazines. 

Kingdom Meal Activity/Discussion

You will need:

• paper plates
• pens

Design a Kingdom Meal. In God’s reign everyone has a place. 
So what food would you provide for everyone to share and 
learn about each other? This could be quirky like one plate of 
spaghetti for everyone to eat from so that when one starts 
one end of spaghetti they meet the person who is eating the 
other end.

Invite people to draw their food on paper plates and then 
create a frieze of a meal table entitled: The Kingdom Meal. 

Provide a short sentence or two about why each food has 
been suggested. While this is happening a discussion could be 
started about welcoming people into the church.

Creative Activity & Craft Ideas

The Blanket  Central Creative Activity

You will need:

• net blanket from previous weeks
• images of food

Over this season there will be a central activity that ties all 
the stories together. It centres round the creation of a net, 
adding to it, recreating it, transforming it as the post-Easter 
story evolves. Remember to take some photos after creating 
the next stage of the blanket so that you can document its 
development over the weeks.

Week Four:

Provide images of food and paste them on the 
net/blanket. As this is done ask people to retell 
the week’s story to you and ask people if they can think of 
other stories in the Bible about food (Last Supper, Zacchaeus, 
Manna) and also times when they have had friends to dinner. 

Alternatively everyone could sit round the blanket and eat 
some food as if it is a picnic while the discussion progresses.

Circle People Craft

You will need:

• sheets of A4 paper
• scissors
• pens
• folding instructions 

Use the images to help with this. Practise it beforehand as 
there is a nack to it!

• Fold the sheet as for a snowflake:

• Fold the sheet of paper in half along its breadth.

• Fold it again in half along its breadth.

• Hold on to the 
corner with all 
the folds.

• Fold breadth 
edge onto the 
length edge with 
a diagonal fold.
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Picnic Postcards  Activity

You will need:

• blank postcards
• pens and pencils
• stamps

Postcards could be created from halving an A5 sheet of card. 
On one side people could draw their faces with a speech 
bubble offering greetings from the congregation and on the 
other side a short message or more pictures. 

These could be sent to mission partners or places that have 
been in the news where support and encouragement is 
needed.

Games

Inclusion

You will need:

• people to stand in a circle

Invite everyone to stand in a circle facing inwards. Take one 
person out and ask everyone left to make a tight circle.

Simply say to the person outside the circle so everyone hears: 
“Try and make your way into the circle.” Normally, everyone 
making the circle will automatically tighten the circle and 
prevent the other person joining it.

Change the people around so others get a chance of trying to 
get into the circle.

Following this have a discussion about why no one let the 
person into the circle especially when no one asked them to 
prevent the person joining the circle. 

Think about:

• Why are we so readily able to exclude people? 

• Why do we stop people joining us? 

• What can we do to welcome folk?

Your Notes and Ideas:

Gathering Back Together

Respond

You will need:

•  some fruit

Gather people round the blanket again. Offer everyone two 
pieces of fruit and ask them to take one for themselves and 
take the other to give to someone in the church they haven’t 
said hello to today. And be ready to explain the story to them!
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Easter 6
Sunday 9 May 2010

The Colour Purple
Acts 16: 9-15

General Background
After Peter’s dramatic turnaround as he grasped the new 
vision of mission for the Jesus movement, we now join 
Paul, the great emissary of the Good News to people in the 
Mediterranean countries. We meet him in the middle of his 
second missionary journey where he is staying in the city of 
Troas, located on the coast of modern-day Turkey.

When, like Peter having his vision of a heavenly blanket 
descending, Paul has a dream of a beckoning Macedonian that 
directs his future.

Biblical Background

Acts 16: 9-15 (The Message)

That night Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on 
the far shore and called across the sea, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us!” The dream gave Paul his map. 
We went to work at once getting things ready to cross 
over to Macedonia. All the pieces had come together. We 
knew now for sure that God had called us to preach the 
good news to the Europeans.

Putting out from the harbour at Troas, we made a straight 
run for Samothrace. The next day we tied up at New City 
and walked from there to Philippi, the main city in that 
part of Macedonia and, even more importantly, a Roman 
colony. We lingered there several days.

On the Sabbath, we left the city and went down along 
the river where we had heard there was to be a prayer 
meeting. We took our place with the women who had 
gathered there and talked with them. One woman, Lydia, 
was from Thyatira and a dealer in expensive textiles, 
known to be a God-fearing woman. As she listened with 
intensity to what was being said, the Master gave her a 
trusting heart—and she believed!

After she was baptized, along with everyone in her 

household, she said in a surge of hospitality, “If you’re 
confident that I’m in this with you and believe in the 
Master truly, come home with me and be my guests.” We 
hesitated, but she wouldn’t take no for an answer.

Eugene Peterson paraphrases the last piece of this reading 
with the phrase: “a surge of hospitality”. This hospitality 
centres round a single woman who seems to be quite in 
charge of the whole event. Could this be an early leader in 
the church? 

Lydia is a woman of means, who we can deduce has 
accumulated some wealth. The clue is that she dealt in purple 
cloth. Purple cloth is the colour usually worn by royalty for a 
good reason: it is the most expensive kind of cloth to make. 
The dye comes from snails and you would need thousands of 
them just to create a tiny amount of dye. The dye was quite 
literally worth its weight in silver. Lydia as a dealer of this 
valuable resource was a prosperous woman and most likely 
had good connections. That Lydia is named indicates that she 
had a leadership role in this group of worshippers. 

So here’s the church, hardly out of nappies, and in Philippi a 
woman is leading the worshippers. You wonder if eyes rolled 
when Paul and Silas sat down with the women. Here we go, 
the men coming to tell us how we really should be doing it. 

And well they might for fearful men even today still attempt 
to silence the likes of Lydia in some parts of the church. Is it 
too strong to say we’ve managed, and still regularly manage 
to turn prejudice into divine doctrine while the divine’s heart 
frequently breaks over our fear of others? 

If Peterson is right that there is another theme of hospitality 
here (so regular in these early days of the church as it took 
its baby steps not always quite getting it right) with a woman 
leading the surge of hospitality, then what is encouragingly 
eye-opening is that Paul, so often labelled (mistakenly) as a 
mysogonist, doesn’t seem to have much of a problem with it. 
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Where can we possibly tell this story today, and offer that 
surge of hospitality that proclaims a gospel beyond prejudice!? 

Link with theme
Welcome is a recurrent theme in this season. We continue to 
journey, exploring how broad the church is quickly becoming. 
We create a map from the blanket and explore way of making 
church welcome. 

Worship Ideas
To help you engage with the Biblical text and themes for this 
Sunday, we provide some ideas in different forms that you 
may be able to use, or that will encourage 
your own creativity. When creating 
these, we fully expect you to adapt, 
edit and tweak them to suit your 
own situations.

Gathering Rite
Come you who are skilled,
God welcomes you to worship.

Come you who are gifted,
God can use your talents.

Come you who arrive empty handed,
God fills you with every good thing.

Come you who are weary from trying,
God offers you space to rest.
God calls us all to worship. 
God needs us one and all.

Meditation
Where do I fit in?
I don’t bake,
I don’t knit,
I don’t sew,
I’ve not much patience for children.
So where can I fit in?
I’m not good with a hammer
or even a brush,
and, even if I were, my old knees creak 
if I even look at a ladder.
So where can I fit in?
My sight is not what it was,
my hearing’s dull,
so reading and singing are out too.
Where can I fit in?
God’s house is the one place where all the misfits belong,
where the handless are given a warm handshake of welcome.
In God’s house there is a place for me.

Symbolic Actions
Each speaker has a sheet of purple cloth that they place over 
the communion table or some other place in the worship 
centre.

The different voices retell the stories of three of the characters 
we have met over the last three weeks, ending with Lydia 
who we meet today.

Following the retelling of the stories of these people, invite 
the congregation to come forward and rip off a piece of cloth 
as a symbol of remembrance of the less known folk who 
influence us in the faith: family members, friends, all who are 
people of the purple cloth.

Voice 1: I am Tabitha
 I have a business as a cloth maker
 You rarely hear of me
 For I am a foreigner
 A woman and a widow
 I live among the widows of the community
 For I am one myself
 Living among those who have lost someone
 Yet those who are now found
 For I became an apostle of God

 I have clothed them
 With the garments I have made
 But we also wear different garments
 We wear new life
 We wear new purpose
 We wear a new relationship
 With the one who loves us

 I am a cloth maker
 But I am dressed in the clothes of Christ

Voice 2: I am Cornelius
 And I am a Centurion in the Roman army

 You’ve hardly heard of me
 For I am a Roman
 An invader and a foreigner
 I live among the Gentiles
 For I am one myself
 Intrigued by the Jewish faith and the words of Jesus
 In that awkward place of being a Gentile foreigner
 And a man of faith
 And so I live among those on the edge
 Yet these are the folk now brought into the centre

 I wear a foreigner’s tunic
 Roman armour
 But I also wear different garments
 I wear a new hope
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 A new worth
 A new intent

 I have been clothed in the clothes of Christ

Voice 3: I am Lydia
 A dealer in purple cloth

 You may never have heard of me
 For I am on the edge
 A woman
 In a foreign land
 I live among foreigners
 Because I am one
 Those of whom others are wary
 Keep a distance from
 But we are now in the middle of everything
 For I have become a host for the church

 I sell purple cloth
 An expensive commodity
 To the Romans and the rich
 I wear it
 But I also wear different garments
 I wear a new possibility
 A new value
 A new importance

 I have been clothed in the clothes of Christ

Creative Moments
Tell the story of outsiders through a series of four stations set 
up in the worship space for people to reflect upon.

Setting

Each station is set out on tables with purple rather than white 
cloth. This is the communion for the people of the purple 
cloth. 

Each station is set out representing one of four outsiders. On 
each table there are symbols of the story, bread and wine but 
these are covered in a red paper cross as if not letting people 
touch.

The bible passages are printed out in large lettering and 
placed at the appropriate station. 

The Four Stations

1. Tabitha: some clothes
2. Cornelius: a sword or toga 
3. Lydia: A pile of purple cloth 
4. Syro-Phoenician Woman: the bread is simply a pile of 

crumbs 

People could be asked to move round and reflect on each of 
the outsiders before the service or during worship at some 
point.

Benediction
As people of the cloth,
people of the Word,
people of the living God,
go out into the world
casting wide the purple robe 
of grace and welcome.

May God’s blessing go with you,
inspiring, 
encouraging, 
strengthening,
now and always.

Music Suggestions
• If you didn’t use them last week, some of the 

welcoming songs suggested last Sunday would be 
appropriate. If you introduced one for a first time last 
Sunday then don’t be afraid to sing it again; it is a good 
way for the congregation to quickly learn it.

• As we are gathered (CH 197 / MP 38)
• Brothers and sisters (JP 21)
• Forth in the peace of Christ we go (CH 646)
• Lord, we have come at your own invitation (CH 638)
• One more step (CH 530)
• Seek ye first (CH 641 / MP 590)
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Age-Group Ideas
Please pick from the different ideas included here for your 
age-groups. Think about how they could be adapted for your 
own setting and the particular needs of your groups.

Remember the helpful advice provided on page 3 for using 
the age-group material. 

Gathering Introductory Activity

Circle Time

You will need: 

• welcome in different languages printed 
on card

• a piece of purple cloth

Place the purple cloth in the centre of the space. Place the 
cards with ’Welcome’ in different languages underneath the 
cloth.

Invite different people, one at a time, to put their hand under 
the cloth and pull out a word. 

Ask everyone to try and pronounce the word and then wonder 
which country it comes from. 

Here is a list of possible words you could use, but see if you 
can find more!

• Bienvenue  (French)
• Willkommen  (German)
• Aloha   (Hawaii)
• Benvenuto  (Italian)
• Swagatam  (Nepali)
• Kunjane   (Zulu)
• Karibu   (Swahili)
• Failte  (Gaelic)

Perhaps there are welcoming gestures associated with that 
country which may be remembered from last week. (hand 
shakes, nose-rubbing, bowing, hug, etc.), or the children could 
invent a new one for your own congregation.

Offering
Children repeat the last word twice each time:

God of journeys (journeys, journeys)
Be our companion (companion, companion)
As we walk with Jesus (Jesus, Jesus) 
And learn about love (love, love)
May we give (give, give)
All that we are (are, are)
And find you (you, you)
In everyone (one, one)

Engage with the Story

You will need:

• signposts made of poles and cardboard shaped as an 
arrow with the place name on it, or simply cardboard 
signs stuck to the walls. Signs should be ‘Macedonia’; 
‘Troas’, ‘Samothrace’; ‘New City’; ‘Philippi’, ‘River’

• a rucksack

Instructions

Set out the hall space geographically so that there are 
signposts in different parts of the hall. The story is told as you 
journey to and between these places. Give time in each place 
to think about where you are, imagine the scenery, the people 
that are there, the sounds and smells of the place. Use the 
imagination: at harbours there will be fish smells, in foreign 
lands there will be people in different kinds of dress, and so 
on.

As you read the place names, ask everyone to look for that 
place then as a group move over to it taking up a mime for 
the appropriate mode of transport.

The Story

One night Paul had a dream: A Macedonian stood on the far 
shore and called across the sea, “Come over to Macedonia 
and help us!” 

 Where is Macedonia?

The dream gave Paul his map. We went to work at once 
getting things ready to cross over to Macedonia.

 Open the rucksack and ask what sort of things 
 you’d probably need.

All the pieces had come together. They knew now for sure 
that God had called them to preach the good news to the 
Europeans.

Paul and his friends walked to Troas .

 Where is Troas? Walk there—
 what do you see on the way? 

There was a great harbour there. It was busy and there were 
lots of strange smells.

 What do you think they could smell at the harbour?  
 Watch out for that low-flying seagull! 

When they got there they looked for a boat and found one 
quite quickly. Putting out from the harbour at Troas, they made 
a straight run for Samothrace.

 Where is Samothrace? Mime sailing: 
 is it rough, how are you feeling? 
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The next day they tied up at New City which was close to 
Samothrace...

 Where is New City?

...and walked from there to Philippi, the main city in that part 
of Macedonia.

 Where is Philippi?  
 Have we got everything we need?  
 What’s the weather like?  
 How can you tell it is a different country— 
 clothes, language, scenery

Philippi was a Roman colony so they lingered there several 
days.

On the Sabbath...

 What day is that? (Answer: Saturday)

...they left the city and went down along the river...

 Where is the river?

...where they had heard there was to be a prayer meeting. 
They took their place with the women who had gathered 
there and talked with them.

 Sit in a circle ready to pray.

One woman, Lydia, was from Thyatira and a dealer in 
expensive textiles, known to be a God-fearing woman. As 
she listened carefully to what was being said she decided to 
follow Jesus!

After she was baptized, along with everyone in her 
household...

 Mime baptisms

...she said happily, “If you’re happy for me to be part of 
your church, come home with me and be my guests.” They 
hesitated, but she wouldn’t take no for an answer so they 
went with her, the lady who made and sold purple cloth.

Creative Activity & Craft Ideas

The Blanket  Central Creative Activity

You will need:
• the net/blanket from previous weeks
• lining paper
• coloured pens

Over this season there will be a central activity that ties all the 
stories together. It centres round the creation of a net, adding 
to it, recreating it, transforming it as the post-Easter story 
evolves. Remember to take some photos after creating the 
next stage of the blanket so that you can document its 
development over the weeks.

Week Five:

Turn the blanket over and using lining paper cover 
the whole blanket on the reverse side and have 
everyone draw a map of your local area highlighting places 
where people meet such as school playgrounds, community 
centres, churches etc.

Circle with purple pen or paint the places where you hear 
good things that are positive about the community and 
people. These are the places of Good News.

Tie Dye Craft

You will need:
• white material
• string or elastic bands
• red grape juice 

Provide everyone with a sheet of white cloth material and ask 
them to tie knots in it very, very tightly, or bind it with string 
tightly or elastic bands. Once that has been done, and make 
sure it is done tightly, dip the cloth in a bowl of red grape 
juice for 7 or 8 minutes. 

Let these dry and only then remove the string or knots or 
elastic bands. Iron and you have place mats for a welcome 
table. 

During this, with older children, ask people to recall the story 
of Lydia. Starter questions might be:

• What things do they remember from the story? 

• Have they ever gone in to a place not knowing 
anyone? 

• How easy or difficult is it to do that?

For younger children, recall the story and other stories of Jesus 
welcoming people.

Song Writers Activity

You will need:
• paper
• pens

Take a well known tune like ‘Jesus loves 
me’ or ‘She’ll be coming round the 
mountain’ and work together to write 
new words to it all about welcoming 
people. 

Use the song for the next few weeks 
and at the closing activity today. 
Indeed it may be possible to teach the 
congregation the song next week.
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Welcome Art Activity

You will need:
• digital cameras and printer
• alternatively: magazines
• glue
• paper
• pens

If you don’t have a digital camera or a means of printing 
images keep reading as there is an alternative suggestion. 

Using digital cameras, take photos of the faces of children 
(obviously only after you’ve got permission from parents). 
Print them out and provide a large speech bubble for each. 

Alternatively, cut out faces from magazines and newspapers 
of famous people. 

Give everyone a speech bubble and ask them to write 
something welcoming in it. Attach the bubble to the photo 
and create a display of welcome. 

If you use pictures of famous people from magazines, your 
welcome phrase could be as outrageous as you wish or fit 
with their character. It could be quite comical.

Doors of Welcome Discussion

You will need:
• paper
• pens

As a starter for discussion give everyone a blank sheet of 
paper and ask them to design the entrance to the church. To 
help do this ask the following questions:

• What would make you want to come in?

• What would make it a more friendly place? 

• What would help people to talk to each other? 

• Are there things people can do together to get to know 
each other better? 

Think about classrooms, community centres, museums, etc: 
how do they make people feel welcome? What lessons can 
we learn from this?

Newspaper People Activity

You will need:
• broadsheet newspapers
• tape
• scissors
• pens or paint

This is similar to last week’s paper figures but builds upon it. 
Remember the newspaper people you can make by folding 
the paper and cutting it out? Try making life-sized ones, or at 
least children-sized ones. You will need about three sheets of 
broadsheet newspaper taped together for each person. Make 
them individually and then tape them together pinning them 
to a notice board to create some big wall art. 

Invite people to write their names or draw their faces on the 
characters. Then invite people from the congregation to do the 
same creating a huge montage of welcoming friends.

Your Notes and Ideas:

Games

Purple Picnic

You will need:

• purple cloth
• a few crisps and fruit

Have a snack where everyone sits round purple cloth like a 
picnic but they aren’t allowed to feed themselves, they have 
to be helped by all the others. They can ask for something but 
someone else has to get it for them and then help them eat 
it. 

While they are eating consider ways we help people feel 
welcome in our own homes? Can people think of stories of 
Jesus where people are welcomed (Zacchaeus, Mary, Tax-
collectors, Lepers, children, Syro-Phonecian Woman, Samaritan 
Woman at the well) and can they briefly tell that story or 
allow you to quickly tell it remembering how welcoming Jesus 
was.

Gathering Back Together

Respond

You will need:

• the blanket transformed into a map of the local area
• purple paint or ink

Gather people in the circle again and ask them to point to the 
church on the map. Fill it in by using purple fingerprints from 
everyone’s hands. As each adds their fingerprint ask if they 
can remember a welcome sign or word from today and to 
repeat it. This symbolically suggests the church is a welcoming 
place. Here is where the journey of God’s People continues. 

Conclude by singing the welcoming song that may have been 
written earlier. Remember to use it next week as well.
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Easter 7
Sunday 16 May 2010

Jailhouse Rock
Acts 16: 16-34

Explanation of the Week
This is the Sunday closest to Ascension Day but we do not 
reflect on that today. Instead we reflect on the ever greater 
drama of the Spirit, the gift Jesus said he would leave us 
with after he was ascended. We take a slightly different 
process today simply retelling the story but doing it backwards 
wondering what happened to get everyone into each 
situation.

Biblical Background

Acts 16: 16-34 (The Message)

One day, on our way to the place of prayer, a slave girl ran 
into us. She was a psychic and, with her fortunetelling, 
made a lot of money for the people who owned her. She 
started following Paul around, calling everyone’s attention 
to us by yelling out, “These men are working for the Most 
High God. They’re laying out the road of salvation for 
you!” She did this for a number of days until Paul, finally 
fed up with her, turned and commanded the spirit that 
possessed her, “Out! In the name of Jesus Christ, get out 
of her!” And it was gone, just like that.

When her owners saw that their lucrative little business 
was suddenly bankrupt, they went after Paul and Silas, 
roughed them up and dragged them into the market 
square. Then the police arrested them and pulled 
them into a court with the accusation, “These men 
are disturbing the peace—dangerous Jewish agitators 
subverting our Roman law and order.” By this time the 
crowd had turned into a restless mob out for blood.

The judges went along with the mob, had Paul and Silas’s 
clothes ripped off and ordered a public beating. After 
beating them black-and-blue, they threw them into jail, 
telling the jailkeeper to put them under heavy guard so 
there would be no chance of escape. He did just that—
threw them into the maximum security cell in the jail and 
clamped leg irons on them.

Along about midnight, Paul and Silas were at prayer 
and singing a robust hymn to God. The other prisoners 
couldn’t believe their ears. Then, without warning, a huge 
earthquake! The jailhouse tottered, every door flew open, 
all the prisoners were loose.

Startled from sleep, the jailer saw all the doors swinging 
loose on their hinges. Assuming that all the prisoners 
had escaped, he pulled out his sword and was about to 
do himself in, figuring he was as good as dead anyway, 
when Paul stopped him: “Don’t do that! We’re all still 
here! Nobody’s run away!”

The jailer got a torch and ran inside. Badly shaken, he 
collapsed in front of Paul and Silas. He led them out of the 
jail and asked, “Sirs, what do I have to do to be saved, to 
really live?” They said, “Put your entire trust in the Master 
Jesus. Then you’ll live as you were meant to live—and 
everyone in your house included!”

They went on to spell out in detail the story of the 
Master—the entire family got in on this part. They never 
did get to bed that night. The jailer made them feel at 
home, dressed their wounds, and then—he couldn’t wait 
till morning!—was baptized, he and everyone in his family. 
There in his home, he had food set out for a festive meal. 
It was a night to remember: He and his entire family had 
put their trust in God; everyone in the house was in on 
the celebration.

Surely here we have the enthusiastic retelling of some distant 
event that may have had an historical root but no longer 
reflects that. You can imagine this story being told to the 
first generations of followers as they joined the movement 
in complete silence as it was told in the hush of evenings or 
from makeshift pulpits. This must be the stuff of imagination, 
full of metaphors of and for the church and offers a huge dose 
of inspiration to the followers of Jesus then and now. Was Paul 
unable to escape his second and fatal prison sentence later 



Spill the Beans 37

in his life because he didn’t sing as loud as he did this time? 
Where was the earthquake that brought Jesus’ freedom when 
he was imprisoned during his last week and where were all 
the converted soldiers who were watching over him?  

The first story of the slave girl may raise a concern for some 
readers who may ask themselves what did she do wrong 
herself? Wasn’t she just telling the truth? The future for a slave 
girl once she was found to be of no further use to her owners 
as a fortuneteller needs little further thought before turning 
to some dark truths of how slaves are treated (today as much 
as then). And while Paul’s exasperated exorcism quietened 
the girl and freed her from the spirit that guided her thoughts, 
what was to become of her? Changing someone’s life so 
radically necessitates walking with them and offering them 
the safe space they will require to make a true new start. 

The story of the slave girl has another very relevant message 
for us: woe-betide anyone who tries to disturb a profitable 
economic arrangement. This is where justice speaks against its 
old enemy: profit. Let us list the times we’ve heard that one… 
but there won’t be enough paper. And note that the slave 
owners turn this cash-flow problem into a religious problem. 
We’re great at shifting the focus of something in order to 
make it sound more dangerous rather than honest. For 
example think about how politicians selectively use scientific 
evidence about changes to the environment to make crude 

Worship Ideas
To help you engage with the Biblical text and themes for this 
Sunday, we provide some ideas in different forms that you 
may be able to use, or that will encourage your own creativity. 
Take what you will, change and manipulate to suit your own 
style and situation or use these ideas as a launch pad for your 
own ideas. Today’s story is about the power of God’s spirit 
breaking the barriers that tie us down: how exciting to think of 
that same freedom being expressed through worship.

Telling the Story
Depending on how much you put into it—have 
people dressed normally and have two of them 
with shirts/t-shirts that have been painted with 
convict signs under their normal clothes and act out 
the bible reading. 

Paul and Silas take off their normal tops to reveal they are 
convicts and then put their own tops back on when they leave 
the jail.

DVD Prayers
Write to Amnesty International or other similar organisations 
to ask for a DVD of some of the stories of prisoners of 
conscience to use as background to prayers or the Bible 
reading. There doesn’t need to be any sound, simply having 
the images playing will be a powerful addition.

Monologues
The whole service would be a series of short monologues 
which retell the different stages of the story, the emotions, 
the mystery and the intrigue. Take three of the characters and 
tell the story through their eyes. 

statements for public consumption that are at best misleading, 
at worst plain wrong. The campaign to raise awareness of 
trade issues and the complexity behind international trade 
rules, undertaken by fairtrade groups, highlights the unhealthy 
imbalance between profit and justice in much of the world’s 
dealings.

However, what’s most important about the jailbreak episode 
is that the Spirit of Jesus now alive in the apostles gives 
them strength to bear their sufferings. The happy ending 
just adds to the story. That isn’t often the reality for folks, but 
the passion of expectation, the living in hope, the longing 
for God’s Dream to turn bondage into freedom are real 
aspirations. All that has been bound up and locked down 
in the church are given moment of opening up to new 
possibilities.

The whole thing is full of metaphors. Enjoy! 

Link with theme
Take time with the story this week rather than rush it. Try 
and take just one learning point out of it rather than all 
the possibilities. Slow down the reading and just enjoy the 
retelling of it. That’s by far the most important thing to get 
from the passage today.

• Think about the jailer: probably a solid earthy character 
yet here he is witnessing miracles and listening to 
singing. He decides to listen to Paul, what’s happening 
to him? 

• Or what about the owner of the slave girl: his 
livelihood, his anger towards Paul.

• Or Paul himself: was he confident this was all going 
to happen or was he as surprised as we are when we 
read the story for the first time.

Alternative Monologues
Instead of using people to tell the story, use the sounds from 
the story as hooks. Let the congregation hear one of the 
sounds first and then retell that part of the story in your own 
words and use the sound to build up the atmosphere and to 
describe the setting.
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Soundscape
If you are going to tell the whole passage in one go, 
think about using a soundscape to help you. What noises 
accompany the story?

• In the marketplace there is the noise of coins;

• in the courthouse there is the sound of ripping cloth;

• in the jail there is the sound of chains;

• in the earthquake there is the sound of rumbling;

• in the jailer’s house there is the sound of water 
pouring.

Each could be used in the retelling of the story or if you are 
building up the monologues these sounds could be used there 
instead.

Blessing
May every mystery you meet  
point towards God’s love for you; 
may every snap of the fingers  
direct you towards God’s presence; 
may the whole earth reveal the creases  
of God’s hand holding you; 
and an ascended Christ find you hand in hand with the poor.

Music Suggestions
• Be bold, be strong (MP 49)
• My life flows on in endless song (CH 565)
• O for a thousand tongues to sing (CH 352 / MP 496)
• To God be the glory (CH 512 / MP 708)
• When the storms of life are raging (CH 570)

Age-Group Ideas
Note this week is offering a different way to 
engage with the story.

This week we have a storytelling week. Set out the 
space as in the instructions below. The idea is to 
pilgrimage round the story but to do it backwards 
trying to work out what was the cause of each 
event, hearing different parts and taking time with 
the story. At the end of each section of the story 
the question will be asked: so what do 
you think caused this bit of the story to 
happen: what happens before this bit? 

It will take a little longer to think out the 
process of telling the story and also to set it up 
but it will be well worth the chance to dedicate the 
whole session to just telling the story. 

Set out the hall with a number of different areas, 
dividing each area off from the other with screens 
or simply rows of chairs. In the centre of the space 
should be the circle everyone gathers in to begin 
with and to finish.

Tell each part of the story in the appropriate space. 
Once the first space is empty of pupils the next 
group begins.

Groups of 6-8 are probably best and perhaps groups 
should be of roughly the same age, that is if you 
have enough children to do that. If not, go around 
together as a whole Sunday School and simply 
ignore the introductory activities using them later if 
there is time.

Setting out the hall
Each of these can be as simple or complicated as you have 
time to make them. They only need to offer a flavour of the 
setting.

Area One: Jailer’s house

Small coffee table with food, bandages, and a bowl of water.

Area Two: The jail after the earthquake

Rubble lying on the floor, a set of paper chains broken, paper 
lying everywhere making a mess. Provide a tin with some 
stones in it to create the earthquake noise.

Area Three: The jail

An empty enclosed space with a paper chain lying on the 
floor. Provide words of a simple song such as ‘Jesus loves 
me’ or the welcome song you may have written last week so 
everyone can sing.

Area Four: A courtroom

Three chairs behind a table. Sheets of paper and a gavel 
would help. Black gowns could be draped over the seats.

Area Five: A market stall

Provide a table with cloth on it and perhaps some ornaments. 
Some coins should be on the table too.

Gathering Introductory Activity

Circle Time

You will need: 
• nothing

Welcome everyone to the circle. All these activities are done 
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in the central space while the telling of the story goes on 
round about them. Sing the welcome song from last week if 
one was written.

In the circle time explain that today we are simply going to 
tell the story but that we are going to tell it backwards so we 
can try and work out what caused each event. It’s a big story 
and lots of different things happen and we are simply going 
to tour round the main places in the story.

While different groups begin the story there will be a number 
of activities everyone else does in the circle time. 

Offering
Children repeat the last word twice each time:

God of journeys (journeys, journeys)
Be our companion (companion, companion)
As we walk with Jesus (Jesus, Jesus) 
And learn about love (love, love)
May we give (give, give)
All that we are (are, are)
And find you (you, you)
In everyone (one, one)

Engage with the Story
This activity tells the story of the jail break backwards. We 
begin at the end and finish each episode with the question, 
not ‘what happened next?’ but ‘what happened before?’

Part One 

You will need:

• a bowl of water

Welcome to the end of the story. Welcome to the jailer’s 
house. 

It was late at night and everyone should have been tired but 
not one of them felt they wanted to go to bed. 

What a night! So many things had happened over the last few 
hours and they hadn’t had enough time to think about it all.

Now they were in a jailer’s house surrounded by the jailer’s 
family and they all wanted to be baptised. So Paul and Silas, 
both followers of God, told the whole family about what Jesus 
meant to them and the things he taught. They spoke at great 
length. 

Finally they asked for a bowl of water because each one of 
them wanted to be baptised and they sang songs and praised 
God for what had happened that night.

Ask everyone to dip a finger in the bowl of water 
and mark crosses on each other’s foreheads as if 
baptising the whole family.

Ask what it must have felt like to be baptised that 
night.

Does anyone know how they managed to get to the 
jailers house? What happened before they got here? 
What happened before?

Move on to the next area.

Part Two 

You will need:

• rubble on the floor (for post-earthquake effect)
• a tin with stones to make the earthquake noise

Welcome to jail. It isn’t a very nice place. What do you think 
jail was like all these years ago for Paul and Silas?

Well Paul and Silas had just been put in jail and hadn’t been 
there very long when there was a great earthquake. 

Rattle the tin and ask everyone to wobble about as 
if the ground is shaking.

The walls shook, the people shouted, the ground moved. It 
was a very frightening time. The earthquake was enough 
to swing the doors open and all the prisoners could have 
escaped. But they didn’t.

The jailer thought everyone would have run away but Paul 
shouted from the darkness, “Don’t worry. We’re all still here! 
Nobody has run away!”

The jailer got a torch and ran inside looking for everyone. He 
was shaking with surprise and he fell down in front of Paul 
and Silas he was so surprised.

“What do I have to do to be saved?” he asked.

“Trust God. Trust Jesus,” they said. “Then you’ll live just the 
way Jesus wants you and your whole household too.”

And so the jailer led them out of the prison.

Ask everyone if they now know how Paul and Silas 
ended up in the jailer’s house baptising everyone?

But what happened before this that the jailer knelt 
down before Paul and Silas and wanted to know 
how to follow Jesus?

Move on to the next area.

Part Three 

You will need:

• a paper chain lying on the ground
• words to a simple hymn everyone knows

Here we are a few minutes earlier, before the earthquake. 

Paul and Silas had been beaten up and they were all bruised 
and sore and were thrown into prison. They sat there in the 
darkness with a horrible smell around them. There was little 
light but it was dark outside so they could hardly see anything 
at all.

There was a great big jailer sitting on a wooden seat at the 
entrance to the prison. He put them under heavy guard so 
there would be no chance of escape.

Now you’d have thought Paul and Silas would have been 
upset, worried, frightened. What would you have felt like?

But Paul and Silas didn’t feel bad. In fact they began singing 
hymns to God. And they didn’t sing them quietly but loudly so 
the whole jail could hear them.

Why don’t we do that now. Let’s sit in a circle in the jail cell 
and sing a song that helps us know God is with us whatever 
happens to us.
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Sing a verse of a hymn such as ‘Jesus Loves Me’ or 
the welcome song from last week.

Check with people they’ve made the connection 
between the previous parts and this one. In the 
previous part the jailer was nice to them but in this 
part he wasn’t. What made the difference?

Why do you think Paul and Silas were beaten up? 
What do you think they had done? What happened 
that they ended up in jail?

Move on to the next area.

Part Four

You will need:

• a table and a few chairs
• things should be set out like a courtroom
• a black gown could be worn by someone playing the 

judge or just ling over a chair

“Order, order!” shouted the judge. Everyone was in a 
courtroom. Paul and Silas were there having been dragged 
into the courthouse by a mob. The police were there having 
helped bring Paul and Silas to the judge and two men were 
there who were shouting about all the wrong things they 
thought Paul and Silas had done.

“They were disturbing the peace!” one of them shouted.

“They are dangerous men. They are getting everyone angry 
and breaking the Roman laws!” the other shouted.

The crowd were jeering now, and wanting Paul and Silas to 
pay for their crime. But what crime? They didn’t think they had 
broken any laws.

What do you think they may have done to end up in court?

The judges talked among themselves and  they agreed with 
the crowd. Paul and Silas were thrown into prison. This is how 
they ended up there.

But what happened before this?

Move on to the next area.

Part 5

You will need:

• a space set out like a market
• a stall with cloth and ornaments on it
• some money

Here we are in the marketplace. It is busy and there are lots 
of people here.

What do you imagine it smelled like and what kind of sounds 
do you think you would hear?

Paul and Silas had been on the way to the place of prayer 
when a slave girl ran into them. She had a strange gift that 
enabled her to tell people’s fortunes and as people loved 
getting their fortunes told her owners made a lot of money 
from her.

People would come up to her and pay the owners money and 
she would tell them their fortunes. 

But she started following Paul and Silas around and started 
shouting: “These people are working for the Most High God. 
They are telling you the way to save your lives and live better 
lives.”

She did this for a number of days until Paul got fed up with 
her following them around and turned to her and commanded 
the evil spirit to come out of her and as quick as you could 
snap your fingers (ask everyone to snap fingers) the spirit was 
gone.

“Oh no!” thought the owners of the slave girl. “How will we 
make any money now? Her special powers have gone.”

They were so angry they started to beat up Paul and Silas 
and dragged them into the middle of the market place where 
everyone else got angry and called the police to take them to 
the courthouse where they would be tried.

And that’s how they ended up in prison and then how they 
escaped and how the jailer became their friend and the Good 
News of God travelled a bit further in the world.

Ask if any can remember the sequence of events, 
then take them back to the central circle.

Your Notes and Ideas:
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Creative Activity & Craft Ideas

The Blanket  Central Creative Activity

You will need:

• the net blanket from previous weeks
• toilet roll tubes or cylinders of card
• red and yellow card for flames
• flame stencil (see page 42)

Over this season there will be a central activity that ties all the 
stories together. It centres round the creation of a net, adding 
to it, recreating it, transforming it as the post-Easter story 
evolves. Remember to take some photos after 
creating the next stage of the blanket so that 
you can document its development over the 
weeks.

Week Six:

One of the symbols we use when we think about people who 
have been jailed because they believe something different to 
what others believe, whether religious faith or political beliefs, 
is the candle. Note to make sure this is not confused with 
people who have been jailed for doing something wrong.

Place the blanket on the floor and create candles from the 
toilet roll tubes or cylinders of card. Make two slits about 1 cm 
deep opposite each other at one end of the tube and slide a 
flame shaped sheet of yellow or red paper into the slits.

Place the candles in a circle on the blanket. Perhaps for older 
children the word “Freedom” could be printed on the tube.

Making Chains Craft

You will need:

• strips of paper
• glue sticks or tape
• pens 

Explain that part of the story today takes place in a jail where 
prisoners would be chained up so they couldn’t escape.

Suggest that everyone could make chains that help tell the 
story but that on the chains we could write or draw some of 
the things we would miss if we couldn’t have them? 

Baptismal Art Activity

You will need:

• sheets of paper
• poster paints
• paint brushes
• lots of water

Give people a sheet of A4 writing paper. Ask them to paint it 
with clear, clean water. While they do this tell people that in 
one part of the story someone is baptised.

Once the sheet is soaking wet so that water is lying on the 
surface of the paper, invite people to drop a small amount of 
poster paint on the sheet. Watch it spread.

You could then go on to explain how the story we hear today 
is one where the Good News spreads and more and more 
people are baptised.

Gathering Back Together

Respond

You will need:

• sheets of paper.
• black pens.
• a newspaper.
• glue.
• scissors.
• a mock newspaper that heads-up next week’s story 

(bottom of page 42).

As people are waiting for others to finish the story invite 
those who have finished to create headlines for each part of 
the story as if they are newspaper reporters wanting to tell 
everyone the story of the events of the jailhouse.

If there are more ambitious people, invite them to briefly 
write and article for the newspaper or others could draw a 
picture of one episode in the story to put in the newspaper.

Paste these on top of a real newspaper and have it on display 
for the rest of the congregation to read after they have 
explored the story too.

Just towards the end of the session look through the 
newspaper and call everyone’s attention to the story you have 
found:

Fireworks Light Up The Sky

More strange events happened yesterday in Jerusalem 
when a crowd of people gathered together and said 
they saw the sky go on fire.

“It was like fireworks,” said one witness

“We thought a star had fallen to earth”, said another.

No one knows yet what happened but reports are 
coming in of….

Trail off there saying the page has been torn and you 
will try and find the rest of that story next week so 
come back and hear what happens.
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Flame Stencil

THE DAILY HERALD
Fireworks Light Up Sky

From your correspondent in Jerusalem:

More strange events happened yesterday in Jerusalem 
when a crowd of people gathered together and said they 
saw the sky go on fire.

“It was like fireworks,” said one witness

“We thought a star had fallen to earth”, said another.

No one knows yet what happened but reports are coming 
in of….
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Pentecost
Sunday 23 May 2010

Fireworks
Acts 2: 1-21

Explanation of the Week
This is Pentecost Sunday. We have offered material for an 
all-age festival service where everyone is together rather than 
age-group learning activities. 

It may be that some preparation work could be done by 
different groups for the service such as writing prayers, 
litanies, retelling of stories from the season and this could be 
done during the week leading up to Pentecost. 

Perhaps a special intergenerational event could be organised 
one evening where people can get involved in creating arts, 
rehearse story telling and write prayers together.

Biblical Background

Acts 2: 1-21 (The Message)

When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together 
in one place. Without warning there was a sound like a 
strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it came 
from. It filled the whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the 
Holy Spirit spread through their ranks, and they started 
speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit 
prompted them.

There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, 
devout pilgrims from all over the world. When they 
heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they 
heard, one after another, their own mother tongues being 
spoken, they were thunderstruck. They couldn’t for the life 
of them figure out what was going on, and kept saying, 
“Aren’t these all Galileans? How come we’re hearing them 
talk in our various mother tongues?

Parthians, Medes, and Elamites;
Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia,

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene;

Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes;

Even Cretans and Arabs!

“They’re speaking our languages, describing God’s mighty 
works!”

Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or 
tail of any of it. They talked back and forth, confused: 
“What’s going on here?”

Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.”

That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other 
eleven, spoke out with bold urgency: “Fellow Jews, all of 
you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get 
this story straight. These people aren’t drunk as some of 
you suspect. They haven’t had time to get drunk—it’s only 
nine o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel 
announced would happen:

“In the Last Days,” God says,
“I will pour out my Spirit

on every kind of people:
Your sons will prophesy,

also your daughters;
Your young men will see visions,

your old men dream dreams.
When the time comes,

I’ll pour out my Spirit
On those who serve me, men and women both,

and they’ll prophesy.
I’ll set wonders in the sky above

and signs on the earth below,
Blood and fire and billowing smoke,

the sun turning black and the moon blood-red,
Before the Day of the Lord arrives,

the Day tremendous and marvelous;
And whoever calls out for help

to me, God, will be saved.”



When a story is as good as this, why waste explanation and 
exposition on it? It may not have happened exactly this way, 
but we all believe it to be true. Truth is in the soul and passion 
and longing for God’s transforming grace, love and justice.  

Does the Spirit work out our theology or does the Spirit simply 
‘do’ the theology? Either way: celebrate!

Link with theme
Words, feelings and symbols all come together today in a 
festival service where the whole family is together to explore 
and celebrate. Explanation will come later. Today is Carnival 
Time.

Worship Ideas
To help you engage with the Biblical text and 
themes for this Sunday, we provide some ideas in 
different forms that you may be able to use, or that 
will encourage your own creativity. Take what you will, change 
and manipulate to suit your own style and situation or use 
these ideas as a launch pad for your own ideas. Today’s story 
is about the power of God’s spirit breaking the barriers that tie 
us down: how exciting to think of that same freedom being 
expressed through worship.

Gathering Rite

You will need:

• a sung version of ‘Come Holy Spirit’ if people are 
comfortable to respond in song

• children could be invited to lead actions during the 
response line if there are non-readers

Here we are huddled together in one place
just like the first disciples:
Come Holy Spirit, come.

Here we are, safely out of the noise of the world:
Come Holy Spirit, come.

Whoosh among us, upset us, disturb us:
Come Holy Spirit, come.

We welcome your chaos to our worship today!

Invocation
Come Spirit:
infuse our being,
filling our parched throats
with rainbow voices.

Come Spirit:
crowd our living
with your words of heaven,
and songs of grace.

Come Spirit:
invade our space
with your righteous anger
and heaven’s holy fury.

Come Spirit:
flood our conversations
with your rumours of justice

and the laughter of God.

Come Spirit:
infect our creeds,
uncreasing your promises
with the poetry of faith.

Come Spirit:
embrace our vision
with the casting of love 
over the pattern of our dreams.

Reading/Prayer

You will need:

• 16 different shapes and colours of candles
• 16 people to carry candles, or eight if each carries two

The carriers are gathered round the reader (preferably in a 
central place). As all the nationalities are read out, the candles 
are taken out to the edge of the worship space symbolising 
the breadth of the Spirit’s agenda.

Later in the service the candles could be used to help prayer, 
each person reading a portion of the prayer where the candle 
is, offering a symbol of the breadth of the family of God. 

The candles could be brought back into the centre of the 
worship space as a visual statement of faith, gathering the 
family together again in unity, each representing a different 
part of the family being gathered together: the lonely, the 
unwelcome, the lost, the foreigner, the prejudiced etc.

Symbolic Actions

You will need:

• bubbles for everyone or alternatively a group to make 
bubbles for everyone to see.

Give everyone bubbles as they arrive—as in small wedding 
favour kind. At some point persuade everyone to move 
outside and create rainbows together. 

Power of wind and numbers will creat a fantastic sight, 
especially for those passing by. This will appeal to all ages.
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All-Age Prayer
Spirit
make us children of God,
and just like finger-painting, 
    may our church celebrate diversity;
just like gluing, 
    may Christ’s body create new combinations and originality;
just like make believe, 
    may our community be filled with imagination;
just like skiddling, 
    may our worship be filled with wonder;
just like storytelling, 
    may our faith believe the impossible;
just like dressing up, 
    may our teaching offer new possibilities;
just like face-painting, 
    may our creeds be seen from a different point of view;
just like playing in the sandpit, 
    may our belief create a new world;
just like action songs, 
    may our lifestyle leave its inhibitions behind;
just like party games, 
    may we ever find a chance to celebrate life.

Spirit,
may we be children of God,
and live within your creativity and imagination.
So be it.

Act of Dedication

You will need:

• painted voile banners
• red balloons
• helium

The previous week or during the week, have the Sunday 
School and other groups make banners by painting pentecost 
words onto voile. These have to be very light. 

On the day, provide red helium filled balloons and tie them 
onto the banner one at a time while people are singing a 
song of dedication. See how many it takes for the banners to 
float. (The balloons will come back down from the roof within 
a couple of hours—we promise!)

Bible Reading

You will need:

• old polythene bags or paper or ribbon of different 
colours

• tie a few together to made bunches of streamer-
flames

At the climax of the story or whenever the word ‘Spirit’ is 
mentioned or any other ‘spirit’ word, streamers should be 
waved which could be done during the following hymn as 
well.  

If the whole congregation is not comfortable in being involved 
in this, bring some people out to the front to lead it.

Language

You will need:

• different language versions of the Acts passage
• the internet for easy reference of these

Invite people beforehand to find different language versions 
of the passage and then invite them on the day to read a few 
verses of the Pentecost story in that language, one following 
on from the other so that the whole passage is read in 
different tongues.

The Blanket

You will need:

• the net blanket you have been creating in the age-
groups over the previous weeks

• photos of its construction in a powerpoint presentation

With music being played, show the images of the blanket 
as it is being made. Over the images print a sentence about 
each week to remind people of the journey from Easter to 
Pentecost. 

Alternatively, have people from the congregation or the 
Sunday School/Junior Church retell the journey in their own 
words using the blanket as a visual aid.

Inward/Outward
The disciples were in the room locked away and looking 
inwards on themselves, but when the Holy Spirit came down 
they started to look outwards and into the world.  

Have children or adults form a circle with right arms crossed 
over left arms (must be this way and all must be the same) 
and holding the hands of the people on either side of them. 
They are all looking inwards to each other but when the Holy 
Spirit came: one by one they turn themselves around 180 
degrees without letting go of each other, they are untangled 
and are looking outwards to do God’s work.

Practise it beforehand with a small group so you are confident 
and can give clear instructions.

Blessing
May the inspiration of the muse love your ideas;
May the guidance of the spirit stretch your journey;
May the laughter of the dove overflow in your living;
and may the justice and integrity of God’s power 
challenge this world and every generation to come.
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Litany of the Spirit
The congregation whispers the word ‘Spirit’

Spirit… spirit… spirit… spirit…

The crunch of word 
the splash of light 
the run of water 

Spirit… spirit… spirit… spirit…

The breaking of word 
the flow of light 
the rush of water 

Spirit… spirit… spirit… spirit…

Come Spirit
scoundrel of grace 
invade and infect us
with goosebumps and justice

Come Spirit
spark in the chaos
and unstop our ears
to the song in creation

Come Spirit
rascal of heaven
bring us to the edge
of all things created

Come Spirit of grace
Come Spirit of life
Come Spirit of creation

Come now… now… now… now

Spirit Dreams

You will need:

• a box with balloons not yet blown up
• a few volunteers

Talk about dreams for the church and remember some of the 
suggestions that come forward from the congregation.

You can’t see dreams. You have to feel them.

Open the box and take out one balloon at a time. Blow it up 
and give it to a child reminding them what dream that balloon 
symbolises. Each time say one of the following:

• Here’s a dream for the church,  
Spirit, hear our dream.

• Here’s a dream for the world,  
Spirit, hear our dream.

• Here’s a dream for our community,  
Spirit hear our dream.

Once each has a balloon, count to three and tell everyone to 
let go.

1, 2, 3, let go

After the laughter lead this prayer:

Spirit
may we never hold on too tightly to the dream
but let it go
and let it grow
let it be
and set it free
among us
around us
in us
between us

Spirit may we never tie you down
but let your dream
loose in the world
to call us
change us
and transform us
forever

So be it
Amen

Statement

You will need:

• Four people wearing a different set of gloves or holding 
different streamers:  
  -  Red, gloves held like bricks miming building;  
  -  Yellow & orange tissue flames miming flames; 
  -  Shades of blue tissue miming water; 
  -  White miming breath.

During verse five all hold hands up together creating a 
rainbow.
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1. (Building)

 You are not the Spirit of division,
 but of unity.
 May you build bridges between our walls.
 May you build pathways between our high towers.
 May you build causeways between our islands,
 and make this community your dwelling place.

2. (Fire)

 You are not the Spirit of calmness,
but of passion.
May you spark righteous anger 
that we might not remain subdued.
May you spark truth 
that we might not remain silent.
May you spark life 
that we might not remain bound up,
and make this community your dwelling place

3. (Water)

You are not the Spirit of decay,
but of recreation.
May you cleanse our vision 
that we might not remain dull.
May you cleanse our dreams 
that we might not remain hopeless.
May you cleanse our imagination 
that we might not remain repetitive,
and make this community your dwelling place.

4. (Wind)

You are not the Spirit of inactivity,
but of power.
May you blow in our direction 
and sweep away the moribund.
May you blow in our direction 
and sweep away the degraded.
May you blow in our direction 
and sweep away the dying,
and make this community your dwelling place.

5. (Community)

You are not the spirit of isolation,
but of community.
May you bind us together in lives of grace.
May you bind us together in lives of blessing.
May you bind us together in lives of love,
and make this community your dwelling place.

Music Suggestions
• All over the world (MP 18
• For I’m building a people of power (MP 151)
• Holy Spirit, we welcome you (MP 241)
• I hear the sound of rustling (MP 274)
• O Day of joy and wonder! (CH 582)
• She sits like a bird (CH 593)
• Spirit of truth and grace (CH 608)
• The God of heaven is present on earth (WGRG)
• This is the day (MP 691)
• And any number of other well-known Pentecost 

hymns, just make sure they are joyous!

Your Notes and Ideas:
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